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LEGENDS concerninc NUMBER-NIP, 


.N the lofty Parnaffus of Silefia there 
\/ dwells, befide Apollo and his nine 
Mufes, the far-famed Elfin Lord of the 
Mountain, commonly called NumBer-NIP. 
The fprite, though he maintains a per- 
feétly good. underftanding with the deities 
of fong, has contributed more, if one may 
_ confefs the truth without giving offence, 
_ tothe celebrity of the cran'r-mounrTarns, 
than the whole vociferous choir of Silefian 
poets, with their divine patrons into the 
bargain. This mighty ruler of the gnomes 
has, however, no extenfive territory on the 
2 OL. 11, B fur- 
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2 LEGENDS CONCERNING 


 furface of the earth; his domain is but 


- a few miles in circumference, anid lies 


of within a fingle chain of hills: befides 


he fhares this little territory with two 
potent monarchs, who do not even ac- 
knowledge his partnerfhip in‘:power. A 
few fathoms, however,-below the vegeta- 
ble foil, begins his indifputed fovereign 
fway, which is not liable to be infringed 
by any partition treaty: it extends four 
thoufand miles_in depth, as far as the 
very centre of the globe. 

Our fubterrancous potentate fometimes 
takes his pleafure in gliding through the 
ftrata and rocks which form his {pacious 


provinces; ; here he furveys his inexhaufti-. 


ble treafures of mineral wealth, fummons 
his troops of gnomes, and affigns to each his 
proper tafk: fome are bid to eurb by 
dykes and dams the furicus torrents of 
fubterraneous lava, others are employed 
to catch mineral fteams, and: impreg- 
nate the barren rock, till it is: converted, 
by the rich metallic damps, into precious 


ore. The monarch of the — fome- 


times, 
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i times, laying afide the reins of subdcerat 
nean government, afcends for recreation ¢ 
to the glimpfes of the moon, and holds . 
his court on the fummit of the Giant- 
Mountains *, where he fports with the 
children of men, as unfeelingly as a mif 
chievous boy, who diverts himéelf with 
tickling his play-fellow into convulfions. 
For friend Number-nip, ‘you: muft uns 
derftand, has very much th the random dif 
pofition of our earthly wits, w whom the 3 
French call E/prits fort, and the Englifh 
Dreadnought. He is fhrewd, whimtfica‘s | 
and fickle, petulant and rude; 3 ‘proud and 3 
vain, and fo inconftant that he will be to~ 
day your warmett friend, and not acknow- 
ledge*you ‘to-morrow ; 3 the diftreffed have 

_ fometimes found him kind, generous, and 

feeling ;- ‘but he i is at fuch perpetual va~ 

tance with himfelf, that, like an egg put | 


| ce water, he proves hard and foft 
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ina couple of minutes: and yow will te 


port him frank or referved, mulifh or pli- 
ant, juft as the ignis-fatuus of his fancy 
whifks at firft fight. 

In days of yore, ere yet yuther de- 
fcendants had prefled fo far northwards as 


to clear and plant the regions bordering on 
his domain, Number-nip, as he traverfed 


a the barren heaths and rugged hills, prac- 


tifed his frolics upon: the beafts of the 
foreft or the field: he would fometimes 
fet bears and buffaloes by the ears, and 
fometimes {care whole herds of timorous 
deer, fo that in their fright they tumbled 


headlong down cliffs and precipices. Weary 
_ at length of fuch diverfion, he dived into 


the regions of the lower world; and re- 


-imained in the deep for feveral centuries, 


till he felt a defire to bafk himéelfagain in 
the fun, and furvey the works of external 


creation. But how great was his aftonifh= 


ment, when, from his ftation on the fhowy 


fummit of'the Giant-mountains, he beheld 
a goa change i in \ the furrounding ftenery ! 
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“ONUMBER-NIP. | g 
¢ gloom of impenetrable forefts shad dif 
ippanted ; they were converted into arable | 


Jand, over which waved profufe crops of. 
golden grain. From the bofom of bloom- 








ing orchards he could fee the thatched roofs. sin | 


of many a focial village juft peeping, and 
comfortable. wreaths of fmoke iffuing from 
the chimnies into the unrufiled atmofphere.: 
Here and there, on the brow of an hill, ftood 
a folitary. watch-tower, intended for the: 
ficurity of the land: fheep | and cattle were 
pafturing in the flowery meadows. below, | 





i: and melodious founds proceeded. from: beat 


neath the ighiaiaated thade ao the pete a 
+ "The Dapethy sink cee “of the. land- 


| feape fo agreeably affected the lord of the 






a, that he felt no difpleafure. at the 


planters, who had prefumed to take pot 
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 feffion without waiting for his leave ; 3 hor 


had he the leaft with to difturb them i in their) 
occupations; but, like the ‘good-natured: 
 houfe-holder who allows the focial fwallow, 


and even the teazing _— a lodging: 
wet: ka ee ater 
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6 LEGENDS CONCERNING ) 
under his roof, fo the {prite, in his inese * ue 
mood, furrendered the territory they had 
_feized. He was even inclined to form an 
4 acquaintance with the intermediate fpecies  - 
between the brute and angel, for his cu- 
riofity urged him to make himfelf ac- 
quainted with their manners and difpofi- 
tion; he accordingly affumed the form of 
a fturdy ploughman, and hired himfelf to 
the firft farmer he met with. Whatever 
he did was obferved to thrive well under 
his hand, and Hob the ploughman was 
foon accounted the beft workman in the 
village; but his mafter was a lounger and 
a drunkard; he fquandered away the pro- 
fits he derived from the toil of his faith- 
ful labourer, and fhewed {mall gratitude 
for his fervices: Hob therefore left him 
and went to his neighbour, from w or | 
he received the charge of his flock, which 
he carefully tended, and drove it to dif- 
tant wilds and inacceffible fteeps, abounding 
in wholefome herbs. The flock increafed 
and multiplied under th-ir direétor’s hand 5. 
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* not & eka tumbled over the al : 

nor was a lamb ever torn by the wolf. . ‘But 

his mafter was mean and niggardly 5 in | 

_ ftead of rewarding his thepherd as he ou ght, | nena 
he himfelf ftole the beft wether out of the 33 
flock, and ftopped part of his wages on the — 
plea of negligence : he ther cfore quitted the 

| knave, and entered into the judge’ s fervice. 

Here he became the {courge of thie ves, and 

the unwearied peohoter:: of j juftice but 

the judge was an unjuft man, he warped ; 

the law, and decided according to westrashili 

and affection, As. Hob difdained t meet | 

the inftrument of wrong and. of ¢ oppr ef 
fion, he gave the judge warning | to quit 

his fervice, for which he was ‘thrown. into 

| prifon, whence he eafily, ef feaped through 

the mefenole, the « common. a fporehiale: for 

pam: 

_ This ficft eflay to Tearn ‘the ways of 
man could not poffibly have the effect of 
warming his heart to philantropy : he re=_ 
turned in difguft to the point of his rock; 
and, as he furveyed from that {tation the 


&B a ~ fmiling 





form of. a damfel, lovely to behold as 


. twats and Jay concealed among the trees 
RT 


jo ftepping out of a brook, in which 
_ fhe had been bathing. Her: companions 
i lay. {cattered around her upon.the grafs, 
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- Guiling fields, adorned as they were by 
‘fares induftry, he filently wondered: that 
mother earth fhould. thus have lavifhed 
her gifts on fuch a baftard brood. He 
however refolved to make one other ex- 
curfion for the -purpofe of ftudying man- 
ora Her now glided invifible into the 
a nd buthes : there, as he ‘kept a fharp_ 
took out, he perceived, full in view, the 


the Medicean Venus, and like her too 
“unencumbered with drapery,. for fhe was 


befide a water-fall that guthed. from the 
rocks, and was received i into an attlefs bafon.. 
In this retreat the troop of damfels fport= 
ed, and chatted with their miftrefs in the 
gaiety of innocence. This tempting {cene 
affected the fpirit of the. rocks fo power- 
fully, that he was willing to renounce: his 
Sner nature, wifhed ardently‘ to fhare the 
| TS ipemeget : ee 
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lot Si iii and.gazed with as Jonging 


defires upon the daughters of men, z as the 
moft amorous of his fellows i in the a 
diluvian world. But the organs of ont 
are too delicate to be fufceptible of any 


-firm.and lafting impreffion. The gnome — 


found that he required a body 1 to receive 


the image of the bathing beauty 3 in the 
camera obfcura of the eye, and to fix it 


tee 


firmly on his imagination. He therefore 
ps: PPE: 
tranfmuted himfelf into a | jet-black raven, 
and perched on the top of a a tall ‘poplar, ‘ 
in order to enjoy the lutcious { fight. But 


his expedient did not anfwer + he beheld» 





"every thing with the eyes of a raven, and 


his feelings were the feelings of. a raven. A 
neft of field-mice had now more attrac- 
tion. for him than a bathing beauty ; fo 
that the foul, he concluded, in its thoughts oe 
and defires, acts in csorrefpondence with: 
the body that inclofesit - 

_. This pfychological ‘remark was no 
fooner made than the miftake Was cor- 
rected; the raven | flew into the thicket, 
iB so oa) 
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and put on the fhape of a youth in the 
prime of life. This was the true way to 
receive, in all its force, the idea of a 
blooming girl. New fentiments arofe in 
his breaft, of which he had never dreamed 
duiring all the ages of his exiftence all 
his ideas were caft in a new mould; he fele 
reftlefs he knew not why: his defires 
pointed to a mark without him, for which 
he had no name. An irrefiftible impulfe 
drew him mechanically towards the caf- 
cade, and at the fame time he felt an 
equally powerful repugnance to approach 
the emerging Venus in his incorporated 


fates or to break out of the thicket, 


though, as he ftrove to gain a diftinct view 
from his covert, he was confcious of no 
counteraéting force, no internal ftrugele. 
The beautiful objeét before him’ was 
the daughter of the Silefian Pharaoh, who 
then reigned in the neighbourhood of the 
Giant-mountains: fhe was wont to fre- 
quent the woods and thickets around the 
mountain with her train of ateendant vir- 
oD | gins, 
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gins, in fearch of fweet-{cented flowers, or 
to gather—fuch was'the frugality of the age 
—a bafket of wild ftrawberries or mufh- 
- rooms for her father’s table. Often, in 
fultry weather, fhe would feek refrefhment 
in the fhade befide the cafcade, and would 
often bathe in the bafon. Baths, in 
truth, feem in all ages to have been the fa 
vourite {cene of amorous adventures, and 
they have maintained their reputation to 
the prefent hour; Accordingly the bath- 
ing-place in the Giant-mountains was 
deftined to give rife to an heterogeneous 
intrigue between a gnome and a. mortal 
maiden. From this moment the fweet 
enchantment of love rivetted the infected 
fprite to this fpot; he never quitted it for 
@ moment, waiting in longing expectation 
for the return of the Sates train of 
bathing nymphs. 

She lingered long: but at length, one 
fultry fummier’s. day at noon; the princefs. 
with her companions fought the cooling 
fhade befide the water-fall. But what was 

| B 6 their 


. de 
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tafte, 
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their aftonifhment on feeing the place en- 
tirely changed ! the rugged rocks were co- 
vered with marble and alabafter; the wa- 
ter no longer dafhed in a wild ftream from 
the fteep precipice, but defcended down a 
flight of fteps, and diffufed itfelf with a gentle 
murmur into.a capacious bafon of marble: 


from the middle afcended an amufing jet, 


and continually fell back in a fhower of 
large drops, which a gentle breeze fome- 
times flung to this fide and fometimes to 
that. Daifies, heart’s-eafe, and forget-me- 
not bloomed around the brink ; and rofe- 
bufhes, interwoven with’ jeffamine and 
woodbine, encircled the retreat at a juft 


diftance. On each fide of the cafcade ap- 


peared the mouth of a grotto, whofe fide 
and arch gliftened with the mofai¢ livery 


‘of many-coloured ores, mountain cryftal 


and fpar, all fo bright and fparkling that - 


the eye was dazzled to behold them. The 


moft elegant refrefhments, difpofed in va- 
rious niches, tempted the company to 


The 
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The princefs was wrapped up | in filent 
ediclietiu: fhe knew not how to give cre- 
dit to her eyes, and hefitated whether to 
fly the enchanted fpot or remain. But fhe 
‘was a genuine daughter of mother Eve, — 
and of courfe yielded to the temptation; 
fhe ventured into the grotto, and tafted of 
the delicious fruit, which feemed to be fet 
there on purpofe for. her. ‘As foon as fhe 
had gratified her curiofity, and examined 
every corner of this ‘Tempe i in miniature, 
fhe felt a ftrong defire to bathe i in ‘the ba- 
fon: fhe commanded her virgins to keep ‘ 
ftri&t watch, left any prying oe fhould 
——— her maiden modefty, — 

Scarce had the lovely nymph crofied 
iil fmooth margin of the marble bafon, 
when ‘the adcapal to. ‘fink into” a bot- : 
bles” that gliftened from Glow: as from 
a fhallow place, obviated all fafpicion of 
danger. Ere the virgins, hurrying to her. 
affiftance, could feize the auburn locks of 
their miftrefs, did the 1 Voracious waves 
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14 LEGENDS CONCERNING 
- fwallow her up. The affrighted train ut- 
| ‘tered a loud fhriek as the nymph va- 
nifhed from their fight; but in vain did 
they wring their fnow-white hands, in vain 
invoke the affiftance of the Naiads, in vain 
run half diftraéted round the edge of the 
| marble bafon, ‘they only got a fprinkling 
from: the jet, as if it had been played 
“upon them in fport. No one durft ven- 
ture in after her, except her favourite 
Brinhilda, who did not hefitate to plunge 
into. the bottomlefi 5 ‘pool, in expectation 
of. fharing the fate of her beloved mif- 
trefs. But the: was borne, like'a dry cork, 
on the furface; 1 nor could. fhe dive into 
the water notwithftanding all her efforts. 
There was, therefore, no refource but to 
carry the doleful tidings to the king. The 
dejected train met him with fighs and 
tears, jutt as he returned from the chace. 
The monarch rent his robe in forrow and 
confternation : ‘he took the golden diadema 
‘from his head, and wrapped his vifage in — 
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his purple robe, as he forrowed - aloud 


bub ry K4 


for the lof of the beautiful Emma. 

As foon as he had paid the ‘firft tri 
bute of tears to parental affection, he 
fummoned his refolution, and haftened to 
the cafcade, in order to examine into the 
nature of the accident. But the charm 


‘Was gone : unpruned nature was feen in 


her native wildnefs ; ‘ ‘there. was neither 
grotto, nor bafon, nor a circle of rofe- 
trees, nor a fprig of jeffamine. Luckily no 
fufpicion that his daughter was carried off 
by a knight-errant crofied the good. king’ s 


> 


deed among the cuftoms ot the country; 


- he did not iibraioie: extort from, the maids 


of honour, either by threats or the rack, 
any confeffion that would have been more 
credible than the truth, on the : contrary he 
gave implicit credit to their account, -Ima- 


_ ginine *Thor or Woden, or fome other 


divifity, had been the author of this 
extraordinary tranfaction. - He therefore 


peetoed the chace, " and ‘foon confoled 
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16 LEGENDS CONCERNING 
himfelf for his lofs: in truth, no lofs 
touches the heart of the kings of the earth 
{éverely, except the lofs of their crowns, 
» Meanwhile the beautiful Emma found 
herfelf not ill off in the arms of her aérial © 
lover. He - had. only played off a ftage 
trick to withdraw her from the eyes of her 
train; he then conduéted her by a fubter- 
raneous paflage to a. magnificent palace, 
that. put her father’s homely refidence to 
fhame....When_ the animal fpirits of the 
princef3. were recruited; fhe found herfelf | 
_ Seated on. an eafy fofa, clad in a robe of 
rofe-coloured fattin, and girt with a fath of 
azure blue filk, that feemed to have been — 
{tolen out of the wardrobe of the goddefs 
of love. A young man of an engaging 
countenance lay ftretched at her feet, 
making the warmeft avowal of love, a 
communication which. fhe received with — 
the becoming bluth of modefty. The 
enraptured gnome gave her an account 
of his ftate and origin, defcribed the 
POSER egions that. were. fubject 
to 
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to his fway, conduéted her incre the 
apartments of the palace, and fhewed het 
all the riches and {plendor thereof. A 
noble lawn furrounded the caftle on all” 
fides : the refrefhing fhade which continu- 
ally refted on the turf, particularly « charm= 
ed the lady: her eye was delighted by the 
fruit-trees, which bore ruddy gold- ftreaked 
apples, fuch as neither Mawe’s art. of 
gardening, nor Forfyth’s renovating pate, 
can now entice from mother natures The 
bufhes fwarmed with birds of fong, whofe 
thoufand voices joined to perform: their 
. hative fymphonies.. The fentimental pair 
wandered along confidential walks, over- 
hung with vegetable arches, looking at 
times up towards the moon ; and. at times 
the gnome would make a funeral oration 
over the flowers as they: withered. on the 
bofom of his miftref. His. look: was 
fufpended on her lips, and his. ear greedily 
drank up the founds | that iffued from her 
melodious mouth. Every’ word glided-as 
ee as. vvitgin: honey: into, his: heart. 
e- aoe ROSS h a iecee ‘ Baste: 
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38 LEGENDS CONCERNING 
Such rapturous hours as he now owed to 
his firft love, he had never enjoyed during 

his life of endlefs ages.. The charming 

Emma did not perfectly fympathife with 

his tranfports; heavinefs hung on her 

brow ; that f foft melancholy, that melting 
languor, which give fuch bewitching grace 
to the female form, betrayed fomeungrati~ 
fied with that lay concealed in her heart, 
fome feelings that did not fully correfpond 
with thofe of her lover. He foon made 
this difcovery, and frove by a thoufand 
careffes to difperfe the clouds, and chear 
the dejeéted damfel, but. in vain:—* Man,’ 
thinks he to himfelf, when he found his 
efforts unavailing, | ‘ like the aft and the 

‘ bee, is a focial animal: the beautiful 

‘ mortal languithes for want of variety. 

© Truly a man and his wife, I fhould fup- 

€ pofe, muft needs be dull company when 

‘living alone in the country, for to 

‘ whom can madam communicate? for 

© whom can fhe arrange her drefs ? whofe 

* advice can iad afk on ee fub- 

: < ject? 
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‘ekki ? and what food can fhe find for her 
* vanity ?—The firft woman, even in \ the 

* garden of Eden, could fo ill brook. her 
‘ hufband’s ferious turn, that the therefore 
« took up with the ferpent for a confidant.” 
Having finifhed thefe meditations, he 
immediately flew to the field, plucked a 
dozen of turneps, put them in an ele- 
gantly woven bafket, and prefented i it to the 
beautiful Emma, whom he found 1 in me- 
lancholy folitude ftripping the leaves of oe 
rofe. * Faireft among the daughters: of 

© earth, banifh all Sales from thy foul, 
. a let ee heart be opened t to the j Joys a: 








a mourner in my dwelling. This 
* bafket contains every thing thou needeft 
* to make thy refidence agreeable, | - Take 
* this party-coloured wand, touch the ve- 
* getables in this bafket, and they fhall af- 
* fume whatever form thou choofeft. a; 
Here he quitted the prince ; ; nor did 
fhe delay a moment to follow his inftruc- 
tions, < _— sd dear Brinhilda,’ fhe 
Sate nth? fs3 ibis 
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cried, © appear !? and Brinhilda was prof 


trate before her, tenderly embracing her 
miftrefs’s knees, and bedewing her hand 
with tears of j ‘Joy: The deception was fo 
compleat, t that mifs Emma ftartled atthe 
workmanthip of her own hands; fhe was 
uncertain whether fhe had enchanted the 
true: Brinhilda to’ her prefence, or. whether 
her eye was mocked by an illufive phantom? 
She neverthelefs ave way. to the fenfations — 
of joy.;. thé walked arm. in ‘arm up and 
down the garden with her beft beloved 
companion, expleining to her how admira~ 
bly it was laid out, and plucking the gold-_ 
ftreaked apples from the trees, She then” 
led her friend through all the apartments’ 
of thie“palace, till they came to her ward- 
robe, where the female fpirit of contempla~ 
plation ‘found: fo»much ‘nourifhment, that 
they kept their: ftation till funfet: all the 
veils, fafhes, ear-rings, necklaces, were 
overhawled and tried. The: fictitious — 
Brinhilda conducted herfelf with ‘fuch ad—) 
drefsy and: fhewed fo: smpuch ‘tafte in the 
212 AAA. choice 
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- choice: and difpofition of the: feniale ‘orna- 
“ments, that if fhe ‘was effentially no better 
“than’a t turnep, no one could deny. that the 

Mas the: ‘crown of her PACE, sii : 


The — watchful gnome. “ahapadieel 


: imei on the penetration which he. fup- 
_ \pofed he had fhewn in diving | into the heart 

| of awoman,; nor did he fail to flatter him- 
‘felf with the idea of the progrefs he had 

~ made in the fcience of man: Emma now 
oe feemed to him more beautiful, friendly, and 
ci peesafk than ever. ara | 


7% “es 


- She on her part loft. not ¢ 4 moment i in 


. sak 


: animating her whole provifion, of turneps; 


with the -help of her enchanted. wand fhe* 


converted them Into, the femblance of her 


attendant virgins ; and ihaving | two left, the 
formed the one into a Cyprus cat, and 


FAS tesa a 24 


the other into a monkey. She now re- 


4 ret: eet. Rae 


eftablifhed her court, affigned each maid. 
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her portion of work, and t never was a 1 milfs | 


. ~ 


Saieiipsaned her withes a imei was :fafficient; 


ch oy 
and every eerer) was s executed without the 


sta besttee Bs: 
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 fmalleft demur. She enjoyed for feveral 


a ae Ea ee Te 


292 LEGENDS CONCERNING 


weeks the uninterrupted pleafures of foci- 
ety; dances, fong and mufic fucceeded each 
other from morning till night in the gnome’s 
feraglio ; but at length Emma remarked 
that the frefhnefs of her companions cheeks 
began to. fade. The glafs in the marble 
faloon firft forced the obfervation upon her. 
She was furprized to find that fhe alone 
continued blooming as a rofe-bud, while 
her beloved Brinhilda, and the other dam-. 
fels, were fhrunk like fo many’ withered 
flowers. They neverthelefs all. affured 
her they were perfectly well; neither in 
‘truth did the liberal gnome fuffer want to 
appear at his table, yet they vifibly decay- 
ed: their fpirits drooped from day to day, 
and all the fire of youth was extinguifh- 
ed. 
One fine morning the youthful prin- 

cefs, refrefhed by fleep, tripped lightly into 
the’ breakfaft parlour: but how did fhe 
recoil with horror, as a company of help- 


lefs old women wean: to falute her! they 
- were 
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were fupported by crutches, quite op- 
preffed with afthma and rheum, and un- 
able to hold themfelves upright. The 
monkey, once fo frolicfome, lay with all 
fours ftretched out ftiff; before him the 
coaxing Cyprus cat could fcarce creep 
along. ‘The princefs ran out of the cham- 
ber, frightened at the hideous company: 
from the tower over the gateway fhe called 
aloud upon the gnome. He foon, in - 
obedience to the fummons, appeared in an 
humble attitude. ‘ Malicious fprite’, faid 
fhe, in anangry tone, ‘ why doft thou envy 
« methefociety of the fhadows of my former 
“ companions, the only confolation of my — 
© afflicted life? Is it not enough to be 
€ torn from my indulgent parents, ' that 
* thou fhouldeft turn this folitude into an 
‘« hofpital? Immediately reftore health and 
€ youth to my maids, or hatred and con- 
€ termpt fhall avenge thy audacity.’ * Fair- 
« eft of the daughters of men,’ replied 
the gnome, ‘let not thy wrath exceed 
‘ the meafure of my offence; whatever 
© lies 
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‘ lies within the fphere of my power ftands 
ready at thy command, but do not re- |, 
quire what is 1mpoffible. The forces 
of nature are under my controul; but 
her immutable laws deride my efforts. 
As long as there was any vegetative 
energy in the turneps, the magic rod 
could transform the principle of life ac- 

cording to thy will; but their juices are : 
now dried wp, and they are upon the eve _ 
of diffolution, for the elementary fp 
that animated them is fled. This, how- — 
ever, need give thee no concern ; ante 
* bafket-full will eafily repair the lofss 
‘ Thou canft again call up every form — : 
‘ thou mayeft defire. Now, therefore, give 
‘ back mother Nature her prefents, they — 
‘ have entertained thee long enough: - 
« thou wilt find more agreeable compa- — 
‘ nions in the grafs-plot in. the garden.” 
The gnome then departed: mifs Emma 4 
took the. party-coloured wand, touched J 
her decrepid attendants, and they fhrunk J 
into withered turneps; and having gathered 
ee _ them” 
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princes of a favourite, are» 


i idiicts the rubbifh to the 
though no more about 


ie : Ain DEC lightly over the vein 


find it. She: walked up 
a n the garden, looking carefully 
‘ ei ds ‘but see anther appeared in view. 
* valk the Gnome approached 
inf a fic ch byievident perplexity, that the 
ould d 1 his ftate of mind at the dif- 
fa iiowathae. * Thou haft de- 


| oe “me,” faid fhe; ‘ where is. the 


te have been feeking for it this 


io 
ne FS. > 


“ho ir: 1-vain.’ ‘Gracious miftrefs of my 

leart,’ replied the {pirit, © I have pro- 
mor than I can perform. Wile 
give my heedleffhefs? I have 
verf Ne country in fearch of tur- 
* as Du “ret have been long gathered, 
nd are now withering i in damp cellars, 





si of the bafket ; but fhe 
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‘ the vale winter reigns uncontrouled. 
‘ Thy prefence alone has enchained {pring 
© to thefe rocks, and flowers fprout up un- 
* der thy footfteps ; have patience only for 
three changes of the moon; thou fhalt 
« then always” have puppets at thy com- 
: mand. . Before the Gnome had finifhed his 
| ‘eloquent apology, his miftrefs had turned 
away from him in difpleafure ; fhe retired 
to her clofet without deigning him a word in 
reply. He repaired to the neareft market- 
town in his dominions, put on the form of 
an huckfter, bought an afs, and loaded it 
with feed, with which he fowed a whole 
acre of ground. He then gave one of his 
attendant fpirits the charge of the field, 
charging him to kindle a fubterraneous 
fire, and to ripen the plants, like pine-ap- 

- ples in a frame of tan, with a kindly heat. 
The turnep-field came finely up, and 
promifed a plentiful crop in a fhort time. 
Mifs Emma went daily to view its pro- 
grefs: fhe took more pleafure in the 
young turneps than in the golden apples, — 
thouh 
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i though thefe feemed to have been trang 
z| planted out of the garden of the Hefpe- 
| rides; but fpleen and _difcontent | had Ye 
q _ clouded her azure eyes: ber favourite fpot | 
1] was a plantation of gloomy firs, befide a 
| brook, that difcharged its cryftal ftream 
" into the valley. Here fhe would pluck 
/ flowers, and tofs them into the rivulet; a 
| melancholy kind of diverfion, which al- 
‘it ways denotes difappointment in love, as 
7 thofe who underftand the -fymbols belong- 
aft ing to this paffion well know. T! ‘he Gnome 
Ait perceived, that in fpice of his. conftant en- 


deayours to fteal into the heart of the 
beautiful Emma, no progrefs was yet made; 
in fpite of.all his attentions her affections 
were yet to be gained, N everthelefs his ob- 
{tinate perfeverance was not to be wearied ; 
he perfifted to fulfil her withes i in the moft 
‘punctual manner, hoping at Jatt. to over- : 
come her coynefs. His inexperience in 
love-affairs was fuch, that he imagined the 
difficulties he had to encounter might be 
an effential part of the romance of earthly 
¢ 2 oe  gmours ; 
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amours ; for he remarked, with great truth 
and acutenefs, that the refiftance was not 
without its fecret charm, and that it would 
infallibly add toe the glory of the future — 

triumph. ‘But, an utter novice in the 
{cience of female nature, he had not an 
idea of the caufe that rendered the heart of 
the fovereign of his affections fo impreg- 


nable. - He fuppofed it was ftill as free 


as his own, and firmly believed the va- 


cant fpot was his rightful property, as be- 


ing the firft occupant. 

This, -however, was a wide miftake. 
Prince Ratibor, a young neighbour of 
Emma’s father, whofe dominions lay on 
the banks of the Oder, had already kin- 
dled the tender flame in the bofom of the 
lovely Enima, and for his reward had car- 
ried off her firft love, which fome mains 
tain to be moré permanent than the ef= 
fence of the four elements. The happy 
pair were looking fondly forward towards 


the day of the confummation of their 


mutual vows, when the bride all of.a fud< | 





~ NUMBER- NIP. 6 


den difappeared. Thefe painfil ‘ing 
metamorphofed the love-fick Ratibor i into 
araving Orlando. Hequitted his refidence, 
retired to the woods that he might souk? ’ 
the hateful face of man, told the tale of his ie ii 
mifery to the rocks, and committed every 
folly becoming an hero of romance, after 
he has been outwitted by the wily brat of 
dame Venus. The faithful Emma, mean- 
while, immured in her delightful prifon, 
exhaled her forrow in fighs : + but fo clofe- 
ly were her feelings pent up in her heav-— 
ing bofom, that the vigilant and fagacious | = 
Gnome was a perfeét ftranger to the fen- — 
fations it covered. Emma had long been 
confidering how fhe might contrive to 
deceive her amorous gaoler, fo as to efcape 
_ from her wearifome captivity. ‘After many 
a fleeplefs night fhe fell upon a {cheme 
that feemed at leaft worthy of trial. | 
The fpring was now returning into _ 
vallies of the mountain; the Gnome fuf- 
fered his fubterrancous fire to go out, and 
the turneps, not ring: been checked by 
ike the 
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_ the frofts of winter, were ‘growing ripe 
apace. The crafty Emma gathered a few 
every day, and for experiment’s fake tranf- 
muted them into a variety of forms. The 
_ elf fuppofed it to be mere amufement, but 
the princefs’s views went deeper. One 
day fhe transformed a fmall turnep into a 
bee, which fhe inftantly difpatched in 
fearch of tidings of -her beloved Ratibor: 
‘« Fly,’ the cried, ‘ dear infect, towards the 
* weft; find out Ratibor, the prince of 
‘ the land, and hum gently in his ear 
« that Emma ftill lives, and lives for him ; 
‘ but that fhe is a flave to the prince of the 
© gnomes, who refides on this mountain : 
© lofe not a word of this falutation, and 
‘ bring me back news of my love.’ - The 
bee immediately fet forward from the fin- 
cer of its miftrefs, in obedience to her or- 
ders, but it had fcarce got upon ‘wing 
when an hunery fwallow darted at it, and, 
to the great affliction of the*young lady, 
gulped the infect courier of her love with 
all his difpatches; fhe then, by the help — 
Sis | ; of 
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of the magic wand, created a ethoiien 
and inftruéted it to bear the fame meflage 
: and falutation: ‘ Hop, little grathoppery 
‘over the mountain, till thou come to Ra-— | 
‘ tibor, the prince of the land, and chirp in 
‘his ear that the faithful Emma longs for 
‘emancipation from her bonis by his pow- 
‘erful arm.’ The grathopper hopped and 
fluttered as nimbly as it could, in order to 
execute its commiffion : “but. a long-legged 
ftork happening to crofs the road, feized 
it with his pointed beak, and inftantly bu- | 
ried it in the charnel- houfe of his garcons ote, 
craw. an pay baer AS 
- ‘Thefe failures did not difeourage “s per = 
fevering Emma from a new attempt, fhe 
beftowed on a third turnep the fhape of a 
magpie : ‘ Flit hence,’ faid fhe, ' . loquacious 
* bird, from tree to tree, till thou difcover 
* Ratibor my fpoufe; acquaint him with my 
¢ imprifonment, and appoint him to wait 
« three days hence in May-dale, at the ex- 
“ tremity of the mountain, for the pri- 
© foner that dares to break her bonds, and 

Be oe a: aa defires 
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© defires his protection.’ The party-co- 
loured bird obeyed ; fhe flitted from one 
refting-place to another, and the anxious 
Emma accompanied her motions as far 
as the eye would reach. The afflicted 
Ratibor was ‘ftill wandering in his melan- © 
choly mood, among the woods; the return 
of {pring, and the revival of nature, ferved 
but to augment his affliction. He was fit- 
ting under a fhady oak, brooding over his 
lofs, when a deep-fetched figh broke forth, 
accompanied with the name of ‘Emma?!’ 
Inftantly the many tongues of echo gently 
reverberated the beloved ‘ Emma,’ but at 
_ the fame moment an unknown voice pro- 
nounced ‘ Ratibor !’ He greedily liftened; 
but feeing no human figure near, he con- 
cluded it was an illufion of his fancy, when 
behold he heard the fame found repeated. 
He was foon aware,of a magpie fhifting 
from bough to bough; and hearkening 
attentively he perceived that it was the do- 
cile bird repeating his name: ‘ Trouble- 
‘ fome chatterer' he exclaimed, ‘ who has 


‘ taught 
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* taught thee to pronounce a found denot- 
* ing a wretch, who heartily wifhes his 
* name and memory were {wept from the 
© face of the earth?’ As he uttered this 
ejaculation, he lifted up a ftone in his rage 
to throw at the-bird, when fhe uttered the 
name of Emma. At this talifman the 
prince’s arm funk nervelefs to his fide ;. 
a ftream of rapture flowed through his 
whole frame, and his foul filently vibrated 
“Emma! The fpeaker on the tree now 
delivered his meflage, with the fluency 
peculiar to the magpie race. No fooner 
did Ratibor hear the joyful tidings than 
the clouds-of forrow difperfed:;. the deadly" 
melancholy, that had darkened his fenfes,. 
and relaxed the elatticity of his. foul, was. 
diffipated; he recovered. his. powers of 
thought and reflection ; and began to make 
more particular enquiries concerning the 
fate of the beautiful Emma.. But the mef- 
fenger, however talkative, could. only re-- 
peat its leffon mechanically over. and over 
again, and at length away it flew. The 
| C5 _ re-animatedi 
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-re-animated mifanthrope haftened from 
the wood, and, with the fpeed of the fwift- 
footed Hafael, repaired to his caftle, where 
he equipped a fquadron of horfe, and fet 
off for the Cape of his Good Hope, in 
fonging expectation of wht was to hap- 
pen there. — 
‘Meanwhile Emma had prepared every 
“hing for the execution of her purpofe, 
_ with the addrefs which has fo: often fig- 
nalized the fair in ftratagems of elope- 
ment. She had ceafed to mortify the patient 
Gnome with her killing coynefs ; her eye. 
befpoke hope, and her inflexibility feemed 
to be giving way apace. No pining lover 
would eafily fuffer fuch favourable ap- 
pearances to remain unimproved. The 
fpiritual inamorato, by virtue of his finer 
nature, was foon fenfible of the alteration 
in the conduét of his hitherto diftant mif- 
trefs. A placid-look, a friendly glance, a fig- 
nificant fmile, operated like the electric fpark 
upon a {poonful of fpjrit of wine—they fet 
‘his inflammable effence all in flames. He 
Ee i : foon 
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foon grew bolder, renewed his love negoci- 
ation, which had now long refted; and when 
he begged to be heard met with a bafh- 
ful refufal. In a fhort time the prelimina- ~ 
ries were as good as figned : the young lady, 
from virgin decorum, only requefted a day 
to confider, a condition which was gladly 

accepted by the enraptured Gnome. 
_ Soon after fun-rife, the following morn- 
ing, the beautiful Emma appeared in the 
drefs of an Eaftern bride; fhe was loaded 
‘with all the ornaments her band-boxes could 
fupply ; her auburn hair was collected into 
a knot, and crowned witha myrtle garland; 
the trimming of her gown fparkled with 
jewels: as the impatient Gnome approach- 
éd her on the great terrace, fhe modeftly 
covered her bafhful countenance with the 
end of her veil, ‘ Angelic maiden,’ he 
cried, ‘ unveil thy face, and fuffer me to 
€ drink the happinefs of love out df thy 
“eyes; refufe me no longer the confent- 
“ ing look, that will make me the moft 
* fortunate being upon whom the morn- 
| C 6 * ing 
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- ing fun ever fhed his rays.’ Here he 
attempted to obtain a fight of her counte- 
nance, eager to read his happinefs. in her 
eyes, for he durft not folicit an oral con- 
feffion. ‘But the virgin involved her 
beauty in a thicker cloud of. veil, and 
thus modeftly replied: ‘ How may a 
£0. § mortal refift thee, foyereign of my heart? 
1+ Thy perfeverance has prevailed, Re- 
© ceive the confeffion from my lips; but 
‘ let me hide my blufhes and my tears.* 
© Wherefore tears, my beloved? Every. 
* tear of thine falls like a burning drop of 
‘ naphtha on my heart. I defire love for 
© love, and not facrifice.’ § Alas,’ returned’ 
Emma, ‘why doft thou mifinterpret my 
© tears? My heart returns thy tendernefs ; 
© but it is neverthelefs diftratted by 
* gloomy forebodings. The wife does 
‘ not always retain the charms of a mif- 
¢ trefs. thou never changeft; whereas all 
* earthly beauty is only a flower that 
© fades. How fhall I be fure, that af- 
“ter our union Bic wilt continue the © 


‘ tendernefs,. 
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Hesucet 


} © tendernefs, affection, Haiphiscct and 
* long fufferance which have diftinguithed 
© the period -of courtfhip ?’ < Demand,” 
he replied, ‘ fome proof of my faithful. . 

|. € nefs, and of my eagernefs to fulfil thy 

| * commands : fet my patience to the teft, 

t ‘and judge by that of the violence of 

: € my unalterable paflion.” © So. it, fhall 


, € be,’ concluded the bewitching girl, ¢1 






* require this proof of thy, compliance + : 

€ so immediately,, and “number all the > 
: € turneps in the field ; my marriage thall | 
€ not be celebrated without -witneffes, L 


| © will animate them all, and they fhall at 
| € tend as the bridal train. But beware of 
}  . € deceiving me, and fee thou do not mif- 

) € count by a fingle turnep, for. that 3 is the 

- € teft by which I will judge c of thy truth.” 

; _ However unwilling the Gnome might 

- feel to quit his lovely bride > jut at this 
| moment, he yet obeyed, without hefita- 
| tion. He immediately fet about his tafk, : 
| and hibied as nimbly among the turneps 

_ asaFk rench hep chatene aeRO the 

ae guises ae 
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}) . pois whom he has to catia to the 

 church-yard. By the help of his agility 
he had foon finifhed his fum; but to be 
fure he went over the operation a fe- 
cond time; and to his fore vexation there 
turned out a difference, that obliged him 
to mufter the tribe of turneps a third time : 
but now ‘there was a new variation—a 
circumftance which ought to bring no 
imputation upon the Gnome’s arithmeti- 
cal acquifitions; for the idea of a girl 
may eafily confufe the cleareft head for 
calculation ; and the infallible Price him- 
felf has been known to blunder under the 
fame circumftances. 

The crafty Emma had no fooner loft _ 
fieht of her paladin, than fhe made prepa- 
ration for her flight. She had a juicy 
well-fed turnep in readinefs, which, by 
help of the magic wand, fhe immediately 
converted into a fiery fteed, well accou- 

tered; fhe haftily mounted, and rapidly 
traverfed the heaths and wilds of the moun- 
tain; and her fwift-footed Pegafus in a 
‘PCN a4 fhort 
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fhort time carried her fafe and eal, » with- | 
out a ftumble, to the place of rendez~ 


has Ge 


vous, where fhe found her beloved: Rati- a 
bor anxioufly expecting her arrival ; and 


her maiden referve was. fo alienaal 
between joy for her efcape, and ardour of © 
affection, that fhe did not esa to fly 
into his arms. 

During this interval the buffy: Gnome 
was fo immerfed in counting, that he was 
as little confcious of what was going for- 
ward about him, as Newton was of the 
noify proceffion, for the victory at Blen- 
heim, which paffed under “his window. 
After much labour, and yiolent efforts of 
his powers of numeratidn, he had at laft 
fucceeded in afcertaining the teal number 
of turneps in the field, all together; large 
and fmall. He now haftened joyfully 
back to give a juft account to the miftrefs 
of his heart, in order to convince her, by 
fo punctual a performance of her com- 
mands, that he fhould ; | prove the moft com- 
Pay BRE SY —— 
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_ plaifant and devoted hufband, whom 4 
_ daughter of Adam ever held in fubjeétion 
to her caprice. He entered the lawn with 
great felf- complacency, but did not find 
her whom he was feeking; he traverfed 
all. the covered alleys and walks, but nei- 
ther did he meet with the object of his 

defires there: he hurried to the palace, 
examined every hole and corner, called’ 

upon the beloved name of Emma, which 
was returned only by the lonely apart- 
ments ; he begged but one word from her 
charming lips, but there came. neither 
voice nor anfwer back. This alarmed 
him: he began to. fcent foul play; he 
immediately threw afide the cumberfome 
inveftment of his body, as quickly as a 
full-fed alderman throws off his morning 
gown, when the watchman bawls out,. 
‘ Fire!’ He mounted high in air, and faw 
the beloved fugitive afar off, juft at the 
moment her nimble fteed: was croffing 
the bounds of his territory.. The enraged 
fprite haftily feized 4 couple of clouds, 
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that were failing peaceably binnb, , rolled 
them up into a ball, and hurled it, in the a 

form of a dreadful thunder-bolt, after the : 
fugitive. The bolt {plit an oak that had ay 

grown upon the border for a thoufand — 
years, but beyond, his rage was impotent, 
and the fire was feen to ibe ig a in 
harmlefs vapour. ; 

He now croffed the upper regions of 
the air in defpair, uttering his- complaints 
to the four winds of iieauen.!: When he had 
given vent to his furious paffion, he res 
turned fpiritlefs and dejeéted to his pa- 
lace, glided through every chamber, and 
filled it with fighs and lamentations. He 
afterwards vifited his pleafure-grounds 
once more ; but the magic creation had no 
longer any charms for him: a fingle. foot- 
ftep of his faithlefs miftrefs, which he found 
upon the fand, occupied his attention more | 
than all the glories of his creation. Every 
fpot where fhe had walked or. refted 
awakened the image of fome paft en- 

joyment; every fhrub from which the 
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had plucked a flower, where he had watch- 
ed her in an invifible form, or had enjoy- 
ed in the perifhable cafe of his body a 
confidential téte-a-téte, tortured him with 
bitter recolleétions. Thefe ideas fo ftifled 
and ftraightened his breathing, they pro- 
duced fach ; an anxiety about the pracor- 
dia, and prefied fo hard upon His pineal 
gland, that down he funk in a fwoon un- 
der the intolerable load of his feelings. 
His agony of mind foon afterwards broke 
out in dreadful execrations. After he had 
thus duly foleranized the funeral rites of 
his firft love, he tried to gain confolation 
by fteeling his heart; fo he proudly re- 
folved to abandon the ftudy of mankind, 
and to leave the whole race to their native 
malicioufnefs. Armed by this refolution, 
he ftamped thrice upon the ground, and 

the enchanted palace, with all its glo- | 
ry, fhrunk back into its former non- 
exiftence. The abyfs opened its capa- 
cious jaws, and the Gnome darted down 
into the ‘stout: nor did he ftop till he ar- 
rived 
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tived at the centre of the earth, the op- 
pofite boundary of his realms, whither 
he carried malevolence, and a rooted aver- 
fion to mankind. 

During this cataftrophe in the moun- 


tain, prince Ratibor was more agreeably 


employed in conveying the rich prize of 
his ambufcade into a place of fecurity. 
Fle bore the lovely Emma with triumphal 
pomp back to her father’s palace, where 
the youthful pair were foon afterwards 
united. The prince fhared with his bride 
his hereditary throne: and he built a city, 
to which he gave his name, and which is 
fo called even unto this day. The ftrange 
and extraordinary adventure of the prin- 
cefs, her refolution, and fortunate efcape, 
became the tale of the country round: it 
was handed down from generation to gene- 
ration to the lateft times. The Silefian la- 
dies, with their fair neighbours on the north 
and fouth, as likewife thofe to the eaft and 
weit, approved the ftratagem of the crafty 
Emma fo highly, as to make ‘it an objeét 

of 
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of imitation ; and they. will often fend an 
uncomplying hufband out to gather tur- 
neps, when they have made an affignation 
with a gallant. The inhabitants of the 
neighbouring places alfo, who know not 
how to call the fpirit of the mountain by 
his proper title, have given him the nick- 
name of NuMBER-TURNEP, OF, for Oe 
nefs, Numeer-Nip.. 


> re 
> 
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MOTHER earth indeed ‘is been in: 
all ages the place of refuge for fellow- 
- fufferers with the outwitted Gnome. In 

her bofom difappointed love has always - _ 
fought to hide his head. The unhappy 
{wains among the children of men, whofe 
hopes and wifhes are croffed by unpropi- 
tious Cupid, make their way thither by 
the halter or the dagger, by lead or arfenic, 
by cough or confumption, or fome other 
inconvenient method. But fpirits have 

| DO 








sa . ~~ ST 








NUMBER. NIP. 45 


nto occafion for fo much preparation ; 5 they 
enjoy, befides, the privilege of being able 
to return at pleafure into this “upper world, a 
when they have overcome their feu |. | 


‘fate paffion, or given vent to it: whereas 


the paflage back is for ever barred tomor- _ 
tals. The fplenetic Gnome left the world _ 


with the refolution never more to behold 


the light of day; but the lenient hand of time 
by degrees obliterated the traces sof forrow : : 
neverthelefs this operation re quired no lefs 


tabs 
time than nine hundred and ninety-nine : 


years, fo flowly did the wounds of his “Nits 
heart heal. At length, being once in a 


very liftlefs mood, and quite opprefied by 
a load of idlenefs, his favourite gnome, 
the court buffoon, propofed a party of © 





pleafure to the Giant-mountains, which was 
accepted by his highnefs. It required not 
“above a minute’s time to perform: the dif. 
tant journey: the lord of mines and 
metals found himfelf on the feite of his 
once verdant lawn, to which, with all its 
_ appurtenances, he “Feftored ‘its ancient 


eases form, 
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form, though it ftill remained invifible to 
mortal eyes. The traveller who miffed his 
way as he croffed the mountain, perceived 
only a frightful wildernefs. The fight of 
the objects he had beheld, during the pe- 
riod of his amour, in a rofe-coloured light, 
renewed every fentiment of his fuperan- . 
nuated paffion. It feemed to him as if 
the affair of the beautiful Emma had hap- 
pened but yefterday :. her image prevailed 
as diftinét in his mind as if fhe ftood 
at that inftant before him; but the recol- 
leétion of the manner in which fhe had 
outwitted him revived his fpleen againift 
the whole race of man.. £ Vile earth- 
‘worm!’ he cried, as he lifted up his eyes, 
and beheld from the lofty pinnacle of the 
rock the fpires of churches and cloifters 
rifing from-the bofom of many a city; 
* thou ftill crawleft, I fee, in the vale 
‘ below. Thy craft. and cunning has 
‘ once made mock of me? now thou fhalt 
* pay for thy triumph ; I will pinch and 
‘ plague 
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|| © plague thee, till thou quake at the. men- 

‘| £ tion of the mountain fpirit.’ | {SRS 2 
1 He had fcarce uttered thefe words, when | 
, his ear was ftruck with the found of hu- hy 
! man voices at a diftance. Three young “) 
5 companions were chatting as they crofied | 
| the mountain ; the boldeft of them crying 
out inceffantly, ‘ Number-Nip, come down! 

fi « Number-Nip, thou thief, that ftealeft 

« helplefs girls!’ The {candalous- chro- 
nicle had faithfully preferved the love-af- 
fair of the fpirit ; and as it had | pafied f from 
mouth to mouth, it had gained, as is ufually oe 
the cafe, a number of falfe additions : : 
every traveller that paffed the mountain en- 
tertained his fellow with the particulars. A 
thoufand ftories of apparitions had been in- 
vented, to the great terror and difmay of the. 
faint-hearted. wanderer, though they were 

/ totally groundlefs ; and the free-thinkers, 
j wits, and philofophers, who in broad. day- 
light, and in a large company, have no 
faith in ghofts, and even prefume to make 


. 

b 
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either from the defire of fhewing their cou- 
var rage, or in mere wantonnefs, to invoke the 
‘Gnome by his nick- name, and make very 
free with his conduct. It had never been 
known that any of thefe infults had been 
revenged by the patient and~long-fuffer- 
ing fpirit; and no wonder, for he could 
not hear a word of them in the depths of 
the earth where he held his refidence. He | 
was now fo much the more ftruck at 
hearing the whole reproachful tale fo com- 
prehenfively repeated ; and down he came 
roaring like a whirlwind through the 
cloomy foreft of firs, with a full intention 
_ to ftrangle the poor wretch on the fpot, for 
making fo free with his hiftory, though it 
was entirely without any defign to give 
offence: but he feafonably bethought 
himfelf, that fo exemplary and openacor- — 
rection would raife a great alarm and 
out-cry in the country, which might de- 
ter travellers from paffing the mountain, 
whence he would lofe all opportunity of 
_ playing his projeted pranks upon man- 
ATER a kind, 
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kind. He therefore fuffered the infolenc 
bawler and his companions to pafs quictly 
along for the prefent, with a firm refolu- 
tion, however, not to fuffer him to be at 
the trouble of calling upon him in vain. 
At the next crofs road our merry- 
maker parted from his mefimates, and for 
this time arrived at Hirfchberg with afound 
fkin: but an invifible attendant followed 
him to his inn, that he might know where 
to find him again in due feafon. Number- 
Nip returned upon his foot{teps to the 
‘mountain; thinking all the while upon the 
“means of gratifying his revenge. On the 
toad he chanced to meet a rich Ifraelite, 
travelling alfo towards Hirfchberg ; ; whom 
he immediately determined to employ 


as the inftrument of his vengeance. He 
therefore joined the Jew in the fhape of 
the wanton {park that had infulted him. 
Number-Ni ip entered into a friendly con- 
-verfation with the ftranger; and, in the 
mean time, took an opportunity to lead 
4 him infenfibly out of the way. When 
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they found themfelves entangled among 
the thickets, the Jew was alarmed at feel- 
ing himfelf feized by the beard, which 
the ruffian piteoufly tore, threw him on 
the sround, tied his hands and feet, and 
robbed him of a purfe full of gold-and 
jewels. The foot-pad having moreover, 
by way of a farewel benediction, beftowed 


‘a fhower of blows and kicks’ upon’ him, 


went his way, leaving the poor plundered | q 
Jew in utter defpair of his life, and actu- 


ally half dead among the brambles. 


When Aaron had a little recovered from 
his fright, and perceived that there was 
yet life Femdining in him, he began to 
whine and to call’ aloud for help, for he 
was afraid of being ftarved to death in 





that femote wildernefs. His outcries foon — 
‘brought to the fpot where he lay a re- 


fpectable g orave-looking perfonage, in aps 


pearance a burgefs of fome of the neigh- -} 


bouring towns. Having enquired into the © 
caufe of his diftrefs, and how he came to : 
lie bound fo far out of the road, he kindly 


took — 
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took the cords from his hands and feet, 
and performed all the offices of humanity 
which the good Samaritan, in the gofpel, 
fhewed to the man who had fallen among 
thieves. He recruited his fpirits with an 
exhilarating cordial, which he, by good 
tuck, happened to have in his pocket, © 
- accompanied him back to the highway as 





__ obligingly as the angel did young To- 


bias, till he had brought him to the 
door of the inn at Hirfchberg ; where, af- 
ter giving him a piece of money for his 
immediate neceffities, he took his leave. 
How was the Jew thunder-ftruck at fee- 
ing, on his entrance, the very ruffian wha 





_ _ had robbed and bound him fitting at table 
‘ in the kitchen, as cool and unconcerned 


as if his confcience had been burthened 
with no crime! He had before him a 





_ pint of the country wine, and was crack- 
| ing his jokes with a fet of jovial compa- 
 nions: befide him lay the very wallet in 


‘which he had feen his purfe ftowed. The 


= defcendant of Abraham was 
_ D 2 doubrtul 
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doubtful at firft, whether he fhould truft 
his eyes ; he therefore flipped into a corner, 
and held a counfel with himfelf in what 
manner he fhould proceed to recover his 
rightful property. He thought he could 
not poflibly have miftaken the perfon; fo 
he paffed out unobferved at the door, and 
carried his information ftraight to the bai- 
liff of the town. 

The Hirfchberg corporation had, ‘in 








cy 


thofe days, the character of adminiftering 
juftice f{peedily—whenever there was a 
profpect of the fees being well and duly 
paid. But whenever it was a cafe of mere. 
duty and confcience, then dame Juftice ‘1 
went her fnail’s pace at Hirfchberg as at 
other places. The experienced Ifraelite was _ 
well apprifed of both her paces: he there- 
fore bent’ the magiftrate’s attention, who 
hefitated to take the information, towards i 
the fhining corpus deliffi: the golden pro-— | 
{pect very foon worked out a warrant of © 
apprehenfion. The beadles having well © 
armed themfelves with prongs and ba 
furrounded 
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furrounded the inn, feized the innocent 
culprit, and carried him before the rails of 
the council-chamber, where the fapient 
fathers of the borough had, in the mean 
time, affembled.—‘ Who art thou ?’ de- 
manded the grave bailiff as the criminal 
entered ; ‘and whence comeft thou ?? He 
an{wered openly and unterrified, ‘ Iam an 
‘ honeft taylor by trade ; my name is Be- 
‘ nedick: I come from Liebenaw, and 
© work journey-work here with my maf- 
<.ter.’ 
- * Haft thou not fallen upon this Jew in 
‘the wood, with a defign to murder him ; 
£ didft thou not maltreat him, and take his 
€ purfe ? 
© I never beheld this Jew with my eyes 
* before: I have neither ftruck, nor bound, 
* nor robbed him of his purfe; I am an 


~ € honeft handicraftfman, and no highway 


£ robber.’ 
* How canft thou prove thy honefty ?? 
« By the contents of my wallet, and the 


* teftimony of my clear confcience.’ 


as es ‘ Open 
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. Open thy wallet, and let us fee what 
* it contains.’ 

Benedick fet about opening his package 
in reat confidence, being well affured that 
it contained nothing but his own honeftly- 
acquired property. But as he was turn- 
ing over his linen, behold fomething jin- 
cled like gold amongft the things that were 
emptied out. The beadles fnatched at it 
with great eagernefs; and after poring 
among Benedick’s fundries, they drew 
forth an heavy purfe, which the overjoyed 
Jow immediately claimed as his property, 
after the dues of juftice—underftand— 
fhould be deduéted. The poor culprit was 
thunderftruck at the difcovery: he was 
ready to drop down with fear; he turned 
pale about the nofe ; his lips quivered, his 
knees trembled ; and he was unable to utter 
a word in his defence. The magiftrate’s 
brow lowered more and more; and the 
darknefs of his countenance prognefticated 
a fevere fentence. be 
| ~ © How 

















 NUMBER-NIP. — §5 
_ § How now, villain! haft thou till 
* confidence to deny the robbery ?’ 
_£ Mercy! good My. bailiff,’ cried the 
weeping criminal, as he dropped on his 
knee, and lifted up his hands; ¢ I call all. 
‘the faints in heaven to witnefs that I 
am innocent of the robbery ; God knows 
* how the Jew’s purfe came into my wal- 
* let-—God above only knows it.’ 
©All denial. is now in vain, thou art 
: clearly convicted,’ proceeded the bailiff; 
“the purfe is a fufficient proof of thy 
€ guilt : therefore give fatisfaction to God 
and the magiftracy, and freély confefs, 
‘ before the rack comes to extort an ac- 
© knowledgment of thy crime.’ 
_ Benedick, quite. overpowered by thefe 
fufpicious circumftances, could only make 
proteftations of his innocence: but he 
piped to the deaf; he was put down for 
an hardened ragamuffin, that wanted but 
_to fwear his neck out of the halter. The 
inquifitorial machinery was called In to 
paesnes him, by the rhetoric of iron ar- 
; - + Ea " guments, 


- 
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guments, to do honour to God and the 
magiftracy, by confefling away his own 
life. At the terrible appearance ‘of the 
new orator, the calmnefs proceeding from 
his purity of confcience deferted the poor 
taylor: he ftarted back at the idea of the 
fufferings that awaited him. As the of- 
ficer was going to fix the thumb-fcrews, 
having confidered that the operation 
would render him ever afterwards un- 
fit to brandifh the needle with credit, he 
thought it better to flip the pain altoge- 
ther, rather than be a ruined man for life: 
fo he fathered the crime of which his 
heart was innocent. The trial was brought 
to a fpeedy iffue, the convict was unani- 
moufly fentenced, without prorogation of 
the court, to be hanged; and, to keep up 
the credit of a fpeedy adminiftration of 
juftice, as well as for the fake of faving 
the coft of maintenance, the fentence was 
ordered to be executed early the next 
_morning. | 
The crowd of fpectators, wee a ‘trial 
for 
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for life and death had affembled, all ap- 
-plauded the fentence of the court as juft 
and upright; yet none were obferved to 
commend the ihtegrity of the judges fo 
loudly as the tender-hearted Samaritan, 
-who had forced his way among the reft into 
court. He could not fufficiently exprefs his 
admiration of the love of juftice, which 
diftinguifhed the worfhipful council. of 
Hirfchberg. In fact, no one was more 
nearly interefted in the iffue of the affair 
than this fame philanthropift, for it was 
he whofe invifible hand ftuffed the Jew’s 
purfe into the taylor’s knapfack, and he 
‘was in fact no other than Number-Nip 
himflf. Early next morning ‘he perch- 
ed in the form of a raven.on the gallows, 
in expectation of the cart that was to con- 
vey thither the victim.of his vengeance : 
he already felt a raven’s defire to pick out 
.the eyes of the convict—but for this time 
he waited for his prey in vain. A pious 
brother, who fet a very different value on 
the efficacy of a death- bed repentance 
. frre a . £e . from 
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from fome of our modern divines, and who 
was zealous to embalm every malefaétor 
he prepared for death with the fpice of 
‘holinefs, found in the uninftruéted Bene- 
dick fo rough and unhewn a log, that he 
thought it impoffible, in the fhort fpace - 
allotted for the bufinefs of prayer and ad- 
monition, to carve a decent faint out of 
it. He therefore folicited a refpite of 
three days, and obtained it, though not 
without great difficulty, by appealing to 
the piety of the magiftracy, and holding 
forth fevere denunciations of the dif- 
pleafure of mother church, if it thould 
be refufed. . Number-Nip; hearing of this 
‘delay, flew away to his mountain, there to 
abide the term*of the refpite. 

During the interval,’ he amufed himfelf 
by traverfing his woods according to cuf- 
tom: in one of his’ excurfions. he efpied 
a youthful damfel fitting under a fpread- 
‘ing beéch. Her chin’ was funk in 
melancholy on - her’ bofom, and fhe 
Supported her head with. her fnow-white 
fms 
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» her drefs was not coftly, but it was 


_ ¢lean; and: the cut was in the town fathion. 


From time to time fhe. wiped away a 
tear that {tole down her cheek, and deep 
fighs iffued from her heaving bofom. The 
Gnome had formerly, felt the powerful in- 
fluence of a. virgin’s tears: he was again 


~ fo touched with them, as to. make the firft » 


deviation from the rule he had laid down. 
to. himfelf, viz..to plague and pinch. 
every defcendant of Adam, whofe ill for- 
tune fhould lead him to crofs the moun- 


tain : he even. Acknowledged the fentiment 
; ba -compaffion tobe a kindly feeling, and. 


was irrefiftibly bent upon, confoling: the 
flied beauty.. He put ‘on the appear- 





ance of a reputable burgher, and.advancing™ 
"towards her, enquired, § Why art thou fit-. 
| _--ting here alone, my girl, in this melan- 
Cm choly mood? Do not hide the occafion 
» of thy forrow from me, that I: may con-- 








a — there be any method of biti: 


i aides? | 
sly shyt Ge a: so Rbe 


UN? Ane tie be ») 


N iste as < ee ~~, 





60 LEGENDS CONCERNING 


The maiden, whohad been quite abforbed 
in grief, ftarted on hearing a voice fonear 
her, and lifted up her downcaft face. Ah! 
what a laneuifhing pair of blue eyes peeped 
that moment from under her hat! truly 
their mild dewy light was enough to melt an 
heart of fteel. In each a bright tear-drop 
fparkled like a diamond; the whole of the 
damfel’s lovely face was deeply exprefiive 
of affliction, which ferved but to heighten 
the foft charms of her Madonna features. 
Seeing that it was a refpectable looking 
perfon who addreffed her, fhe opened her 
rofy mouth, and faid, * Why fhould you 
* trouble yourfelf to enquire about my 
‘ forrow, good fir, fince there is no help 
‘ for me? I am an unhappy guilty girl, 
“ no better than a murderefs : for have I 
© not murdered the man:of my heart ? But 
‘1 will never ceafe to rue my fault: fighs. 
“and tears fhalk be my portion, til my 
‘ burfting heart put an-end to my grief.’ 

The grave perfonage looked amaze- 
ment. © Thou a murderefs! with that 

© heavenly 
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&  * heavenly face, doft thou carry hell in thy 


Ys © heart? impoffible !—Mankind are indeed 
b if capable of all deceit and wickednefs, that 
2 _ * T well know; but here I am puzzled.’ 

| ¢ J will folve the riddle,’ returned the 


4s = © affliéted maiden, ‘ if you haye any’ de- 
| © fire to have an explanation. — 
- © Say on.’ 
* Thad for a play-fellow, from my youth 
‘up, the fon of a virtuous widow, my 
* neighbour. . He chofe me for his fweet- _ 
© heart as he grew older—he was fo good 
© and kind, fo honeft and faithful, loved me 
-* fo conftantly and dearly, that he ftole away 
-€ my heart, and I vowed everlafting fidelity 
“to him: Alas! like a fnake, I have 
-£ poifoned the bofom of the dear youth! 
-€ I have made him forget the goad leffons 
-£ of his virtuous mother, and put him upon 
-* a deed, for which he has forfeited his 
le * life to the law bia 
© Thou! cried the Gnome emphati- 
. cig 
/ ws Yet, lam his mourdenel I inftigat- 
el) geet Sess ‘ — 











© mountain ; at fetting out, as he had his 


ey may make thee my youthful bride—_ 
-€ foleron oath. Now when the apples were 


Pte, ng her neft the third time, back came 
H | ¢ Rencery 


$¢ 
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¢ ed him to commit an highway robbery: 
© he plundered a knavifh Jew; the gen- 
€ tlemen of Hirfchberg have apprehended, 
© convicted, and condemned him 5 and to- 
€ morrow, alas! he ts to fuffer.’ 

© And haft thou been guilty of this 
© crime ?’ cried’the aftonifhed fprite. 

‘ Yes! fir, I feel his young blood — 
© upon my confcience.’ 

‘ How fo? set 

¢ He went upon the fh pense the 










¢ arms clafped round my neck, and was. 
« bidding me farewell, My deareft girl, 
¢ he faid, remember and’ be true to me: 
© when the apples are in bloffom the third 
¢ feafon from this, and the fwallow is loaded. 
¢ with a burden of ftraws for her neft, ex- 

« peét me back to fetch thee home,. that 


‘ and fuch I promifed him to be by a 


¢ in bloffom, and the fwallow was build- 
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© Benedick, reminded me of my promife, 
-¢ and would faim make me his wedded 
¢ bride. But I laughed and fneered at 
¢ him, as heedlefs girls often ferve their 


© fweethearts, Thy wife, faid I, I cannot be ; 


© my bed has room but for one, and thou 
© haft neither roof nor hearth; get thyfelf 
© firft fome fterling crowns, and then come 
© and afk again. The poor young man’s 
© heart fhrunk within him at this fpeech. 
* Ah! Clara, faid he, fighing deeply, 
“while the tears ftood in his eyes, doés 
* thy heart luft after wealth and riches? 
.* then thou art no longer a fincere and 
© tender girl. Didft thou not ftrike the 
ene in vmy hand the: time thou 
© fworeft tobe true to me? and what had 
€] more than that felf-fame hand to main- 
** tain thee? whence comes thy pride and 


“€ feorn?Ah4 Clara, I underftand thee. 
-€ Some richer rival has ftolen away thy 
\* heart from me. Is it thus thou repayeft 
_ © me, faithlefs girl? For thefe three years 


cd mere I lived in hopes that this good hour 
aS * would 
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would come. I counted every hour til 
the moment I fet out to fetch thee home. 
How light and nimble did love and joy 
make my feet as I croffed the moun- 
tains ! and now doft thou {corn me?— He 
begged and prayed, but I ftuck by my 
refolution. My heart does not fcorn 
thee, Benedick, I only withhold my hand 
for the prefent. Go abroad, get money 
and pelf, then come back, and I will 
fhare my bed with thee with all my heart. 
Well then, replied he, much chagrined, 
if fuch be thy refolution, I will go into 
the wide world, where I will run, leap, beg, 
fteal, fave, fcrape, and hoard; and never > 
fhalt thou fee me again.till I have: the 
trafh by which I am to buy thee. Fare- 
well! I go: adieu !—In this manner did 
I torture my poor Benedick. He went — 
away in great vexation;! then his. good 
angel forfook him, fo he did,a deed that 


was not right, and vane his heart silk: 


abhorred,’ 
) At 
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_ At this recital the venerable perfon 
fhook ‘his ‘head in great apparent concern ; 
and after’ a -confiderable paufe exclaimed, 
witha thoughtful countenance, * Sur- 
‘ prifing this!’ He then turned towards 
the young woman: ‘ But why,’ faid he, 
‘doft thou fill the lonely wood with thy 
‘lamentation; which can neither help thee 
nor thy fweetheart ?’ 

© I was on my way to Hirfchbergs as 
‘1 was going along forrow fell heavy 


_ © upon my heart, fo J ftopped under this 


‘ ‘tree,’ r 

“© And what wile = do at -Hirfch- 
é heir! ae Sy 

-* Ii will caft myfelf-at the judge’s feet, 
% fill: the {treets ‘with my outcries, and 
€ invite the daughters of the town to help 
€ me to intreat for mercy. The magif- 
‘ trates may take pity upon the innocent, 
© and fpare his life: but if 1. do not fuc- 
* ceed in faving my love from a fhame+ 


* fal death, I sad stCReny fuffer with — 


$. him.” 
The 
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The fprite was fo moved at this fpeech, 


that he renounced all thoughts of ven- 
geance from that moment, and .determin- 


ed to reftore her guiltlefs fweetheart to the — 


inconiolable damfel. ‘ Dry up thy tears,’ 
faid he, in a fympathifing voice, * and let 
‘ thy forrow pats away. Thy lover fhall 
‘ be as free as the birds of the air be- 
© fore the fun goes to reft. Liften and be 
* attentive — To-morrow, at the firft 
* crowing of the cock, when thou heareft 
‘a tapping at thy window, make hatte, 
£ open the chamber-door, for it will be 
‘ Benedick that knocks. Take care 
‘ thou doft not make him mad again by 






‘ thy caprice. Know alfo. that it was — 
£ not he who committed the crime of 


* which thou fuppofeft him guilty; nor 
_ £ can any blame be imputed to thee, for 
- © he did not fuffer himfelf to be infti- 
£ gated ia thy Acasa: to this foul 


ar crime.’ Pas Se 
- The girl, in aftonifhment (at this, infors 


mation, looked her comforter full’in the 


face: 
; 
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face: and: not being able to difcern the 
wrinkle of {corn or deceit, fhe placed con- 
ft fidence: in his: words; her clouded brow 
if _ Cleared up, and in a tone of doubting 
3 _ gladnefS fhe returned, ‘ Good fir, if you 





a © be not mocking me, and it be even as 
aby _ © you fay, you mutt either be a feer, or 
i! © my fweetheart’s good angel, fince you 
al € know every thing fo exactly.” 

po oS € His good angel!’ returned the Gnome, 
m good deal ifboneeieed at the idea; ‘no, 
= * in truth that I am not! but his good 


a* _ ® angel I will be, as thou fhalt find. Lama 
¢® = © burgher of Hirfchberg, when the poor 
i)! © criminal was condemned I fate at coun+ 
(® “cil; but his innocence has fince been 
7 a brought to light: fear not for his fafety, 
6 ©] will go and take off his fetters, for I 
~ § have much authority in the town. Be 
aa Os of good cheer, therefore, and return home 
y in peace.” The damfel arofe and 

obeyed, though fear and hope fill ne: 
ie > ell in her foul. ) 
i - During 
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During the three days of refpite, the 
reverend father Greyfrock had wreftled 
hard to bring the delinquent into an ortho- 
dox frame of mind: he was anxious to 
{natch his foul from the jaws of hell, to 
which, in his opinion, it had been pledged 
from the hour of his birth: for honeft 
Benedick was an ignorant layman; he un- 
derftood better by half how to handle the 
needle and fheers than the rofary. He 
perpetually confounded the Salutation and 
the Lord’s Prayer; and of the Belief he 
knew not a fyllable.—The zealous monk 
was at incredible pains before. he could 
teach him the latter—the tafk required two 
full days. ‘When he made him repeat, 
and the memory of the poor finner did not 
play him falfe, a thought of earthly things, 
and an half-uttered figh, ‘ Ah, poor Clara!’ 
would come acrofs the leffon in the middle. 
In religious policy, the holy brother, there-. 
fore, found it advifeable to make hell 
piping hot for the loft theep; and fo well 
did he fucceed in the fiery reprefentation, 

that 
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that Benedick broke out into a deadly 
cold fweat, and to the pious joy of his 
miffionary, Clara in his anguifh was clean 
obliterated from his thoughts. But the 
idea of hellifh torments that hung over 
his hcad purfued him inceffantly—goat- 
footed devils with huge horns, bufy thrutt- 
ing ftark-naked {quadrons of damned fouls 
into the monftrous crater of the infernal 
volcano with long poles and hooks, con- 
tinually danced before his eyes! The zea~ 
dous friar himfelf was a little touched with 
his fpiritual pupil’s mental horrors; and 
he thought it no violation of ecclefiaftical 
prudence, to drop the curtain over the in- 
_ fernal fcene and diabolical performers: he 
however heated the fmelting furnaces of 
Purgatory fo much the hotter ; and poor 
Benedick was but little comforted by the 
_ exchange, % 
best ‘Thy .crime,’ faid he, ‘ my. fon, is 
© indeed grievous ; do not however defpair, 
‘ Aathe flames. of purgatory will purify thee 
ula the ftain, Oh! -well is thee, and 


‘ happy 
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‘ happy is it for thee, that thy offence was 
¢ not committed againft a true believer; 
¢ for then thou wouldeft be forced:to re- 
¢ main for a thoufand years up to the neck 
¢ in the boiling brimftone pool. But as 
¢ thou haft only robbed a perverfe and re- 
© jected Jew, an hundred years will make 
© thee as bright as refined filver; and 
¢ | will fay fo many maffes ‘for: thy foul, 
‘ that thou fhall not fink below thewaitt 
‘in the unextinguifhable lava.’ Now 
although Benedick was perfectly confcious 
of his innocence, yet had he fuch firm faith 

in the power of his confeflor’s key tobind and - 
unbind, that he placed no dependance upon 
the re-hearing of his caufe in the world to. 
come; and fear of the rack deterred him 
from the thought of appealing in this 
world. He therefore had no refource but 
in fupplication: he fued for mercy at the 
hands of his {piritual Rhadamanthus, and 
endeavoured to negotiate away as much of 
the torments of purgatory as poffible. By 
-_thefe entreaties the rigid. penitentiary was 
propitiated 
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propitiated fo as to fink him only knee-deep 
in the fire bath: and thus the affair. refted, 
for in fpite of -all his lamentations, the 
prieft refufed to abate an hair’s breadth | 

The inexorable inflicter of penance now 
bade the inconfolable delinquent good night 


- for the laft time ; and as he was going out at 


the gaol door, Number- Nip in an invifiblé 
form methim. He had not yet fixed upon 
any. plan for emancipating the criminal: 
which he wifhed to accomplifh in fuch @ 
manner as not to fpoil the fatisfaction felt 
by the Hirfchberg aldermen, in exercifing 
an act of their antiquated criminal jurif- 
digtion; their prompt execution of juttice 
had indeed brought them into good repute 


with him. At that inftant a fcheme ex- 


actly fuited to his tafte fuggefted’ itfelf. 


He flipped after the friar into the monaf- 
tery, took a gown out of the fpiritual 


wardrobe, and proceeded in the fimilitude- 


‘of brother Greyfirock to the prifon, which — 


was 
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was refpectfully vipat to him by the 
keeper. | 

‘ The good of thy precious foul;  faid he 
to the prifoner, ‘ ha’ brought me back, 
¢ though I had but juft quitted thee. If thou 
¢ haft any thing lying on thy. confcience, 
‘ unfold it, that I may, comfort thee.’ 
P My reverend father,’ teplied Benedick, 
¢ my confcience does not give me jany un- 
« eafinefs: but the thought of your pur- 
‘ gatory fqueezes my heart together, as 
£ though it was fet between the thumb- 
£ fcrews.’ Friend NNumber-Nip had very 
imperfect and confufed notions of the doc- 
trines of the church; therefore -he might 
_eafily be excufed his. mal-a-propos queftion, 
< How fo?’ ‘ Alas!’ replied Benedick, 
‘ think of wading fo long inthe fiery pool, 
© up to the knees: Alas! father, the very 
« jdea diftraéts me!’ ‘ Why, fool!’ returned 
‘Number-Nip, ‘ then if thou thinkeft the 
« bath too warm for thee, keep out of it.’ 
Benedick, confounded at this reply, ftared 
re | | the 
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the prieft fo hard in the face, that he con- 
‘cluded he had made fomie egregious blun- 
der; fo he cut the converfation fhort— 
© Well, well, we will talk of this hereafter: 
© —but doft thou ever think of Clara? doft 
© thou ftill love her enough to make her 
‘ thy bride? If thou haft any commands 
‘to her before ny. departure hence, en- 
€ truft themto me. ’ Benedick v was ftill more 
confounded at his fweetheart’s 's name; the 
. thoughts of Clara, which he had confcien- 
tioufly been labouring to ftifle, revived 
with fo much vehemence, efpecially when 
the queftion was about his farewell meflage, 
that he began. to fob and blubber aloud, 
without being able to utter a fingle fyllable 
in reply. This -heart-breaking {cene af- 
feéted the compaffionate prieft fo much, 
_ that he refolved to finifh it abruptly: 
| © Poor Benedick,’ faid he, ‘ appeafe thy 
__ £ forrow, and content thyfelf, thou thale 
‘ not die; I have learned that thou art 
€ innocent of the robbery, and that thou 
 haft not defiled thy confcience with any 
Vor, II, -—E © crime: 
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% crime: I am therefore come to break 
© thy bonds, and réleafe thee out of prifon.’ — : 
Then drawing a key out of his pocket-— 


© Let us fee if it will fit”. The experiment 
fucceeded : the unfettered Benedick ftood 
at liberty before him, the irons fell from 


his hands and feet. Then the benevolent 
prieft exchanged cloaths with him, and 
faid, ‘ Go quietly out, imitate the reve- 


“ rend pace of a monk as thou pafleft by 
¢ the fentinel and alone the ftreets ;. but 
« when thou haft paffed Weichbild, gird 
* thy loins tight, and ftep brifkly forward 


* to the mountains; and fee thou do not 


— © ftop to fetch breath till thou ftand before 
- © Clara’s d-or in Liebenaw. There tap 


vw 


-gently at the window: thy Clara is 
f maine for thee with anxious expec- 
tation.’ 


~ 


The good | Benedick; conceiving all 
that paffed to be a dream, rubbed his’ 


eyes, twitched his arms and legs, in: or- 


der to be fatisfied whether he was awake: 


when he was ‘convinced there was no il- 
lufion, 


a 
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lufion, he dropped down at his deliverer’s 
feet and clafped his knees, trying to ftam- 
mer out his thanks; but fuch was his ex- 
tacy of joy that his tongue refufed its 
office. The benevolent prieft at length 
thruft him out by main force, and gave 
him moreover a cruft of bread and a black 
pudding to eat by the way. The eman- 
cipated conviét croffed the threfhold of the 
terrible manfion with trembling knees, 
and walked on under lively apprehenfions 
of being deteéted: but his reverend gown 
diffufed fuch a favoury fmell of piety, 
that the fentinels were incapable of wind- 
ing the delinquency it covered. 

~ During thefe tranfactions Clara was fit- 
ting alone in her chamber, hearkening to 
every breath of wind, and looking out at 
the tread of every foot that pafled: She of-" 
ten imagined fomething ftirred at the win- 
dow-fhutter, or that the ring at the door 


jingied ; fhe leaped up twenty times; and 


looked with a palpitating heart through’ 
the latch-hole—but it was fancy. “The 
| K 2 neighbour- 


L 
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neighbouring cocks were already fhaking _ 
their feathers, and uttering their firft cry to 
proclaim the dawning day. The bell at the 
monaftery had begun to ring for mattins, but 
to her the found was of a paffing bell. The 
watchman had blown his horn the laft time, 


and called the fnoring bake-houfe maids 


to their early tafk. Clara’s lamp burned 
dim for want of oil, her apprehenfions 
were increafing every inftant, fo.that fhe 
overlooked the favourable omen, that ap- 
peared in the fhape of a rofe at the glim-. 


mering wick. She was feated on her bed- 
- fide, weeping and fighing bitterly, ‘ Bene- 
€ dick, Benedick! ah, what a forrowful 


‘« day for thee and me is now dawning!’ 
—She ran precipitately to the window; 


‘but, alas! the fky towards Hirfchberg was 


blood red= dark clouds hung over the 
horizon, like fo many fhrouds and_ tat-. 
ters of crape. Her fpirits fhrunk back at 
this ominous profpect ; fhe fell down help- 
lefs on the floor, and a deadly filence pre- 
vailed around her. 

Then 
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Then there came three gentle taps 
againft her window, juft as if it hailed. A 
thrill of joy ran alone her frame at this 
found— up fhe fprung, uttering a loud cry 5 
then a voice whifpered through the latch- 
hole, * Sweetheart! Clara! My love! art 
* thou awake?’ She darted like an arrow 
to thedoor: * Ah! Benedick, is it thee or 
* thy ghoft But feeing father Greyfrock 


enter inftead of Benedick, fhe funk back- 


wards, and fwooned away in defpair. Be- 
nedick. flung his faithful arm around her; 
and the kifs of love, the fovereign remedy 
againft all hyfterical fits, te brought her 


to her fenfes. 


As foon as the dumb fcene of wonder, 
and the firft glad effufions of the heart, 
were over, Benedick related his wonderful 


_ deliverance out of the dreary dungeon : 
but his tongue clave to the roof of his 


mouth from thirft and wearinefs. Clara 
went to fetch him a draught of frefh water : 
and when he had quenched his thirft, he 
hy hungry.. She had nothing to offer 

i EB'3 ~ him 
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him but fait and bread, the panacea of 
lovers, with which our faithful pair had. 
haftily vowed to live content all the days — 
of their lives. But Benedick, in fpite of 
his vow, bethought him of his pig’s pud- 
ding. As he drew it out of his pocket, he 
iecretly wondered at tts prodigious weight, 
for it was heavier than an horfe-fhoe: as 
he broke it afunder, behold! a fhower of 
gold tumbled out; whereupon a fhudder- 
ing fit came upon Clara; fhe feared it was 
a rélick of the Jew’s plunder, and began to 
fufpect Benedick was not fo clear as the — 
“reverend burgher had reprefented him on 
the mountain. But the guilelefs journey- 
man protefted that it was not fo—* And 
‘ probably,’ he faid, ‘ the pious friar had fe- 
“cretly lent him the ‘fum for a marriage 
“ portion.’ Clara believed his words, Then 
gratefully bleffed their generous benefac- 
or. They quitted their native town, and 
, journeyed to Prague ; where Benedick liv- 
ed long and happily with Clara, his wife, 
asa Oe tas tradefman, and was bleffed — 
with 
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with a numerous progeny. The horror 
of the gallows was fo deeply imprefled 
upon his mind, that he never wronged his 
cuftomers, ftriétly. forbearing to cabbage a 
fhred, contrary to the eftablifhed cuftom 
of his brethren of the goofe. 

Early on the fame morning that Clara 
heard with trembling } joy the finger of her 
fweetheart tapping at her window, the 
tapping of a finger was. al Ifo heard at the 
door of the prifon in Hirfchberg. ‘It was 
friar Greyfrock, who, having been kept 
awake by his zeal, could hardly wait for 
the break of day; fo impatient was he to 
compleat the converfion of the poor finner, 
and to deliver him over half a faint into 
the hand of the executioner. Number- 
Nip, having once taken up the part of the 
delinquent, was determined to act it out, 
for the honour of the Hirfchberg judicature. 


He feemed well prepared to die, which 


gave the holy~ monk great fatisfaction ; 
for he recognized this firmnefs as the 


genuine offspring of his own labours for. 
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the good of the finner’s foul. He did not, 
therefore, fail to ftrengthen this difpofition 
of mind by ghoftly exhortations. Hecon- 
cluded his addrefs with this comfortable 
promife: ‘ As many men as thou fhalt fee 
* when thou art carried out to the place of 
‘ execution, behold fo many angels are 
‘ waiting in readinefs to receive thy foul, 
‘ and conduct it to the joys of paradife.’ 
He then caufed his fetters to be taken off, 
intending to hear his laft confeffion, and 
give him abfolution: yet he thought 
proper firft to repeat yefterday’s leffon, 
that the poor convict might rehearfe elibly 
and without ftammering his confeffion of 
faith, to the edification of the crowd at the 
gallows. But what was the reverend in- 
{tructor’s horror, on difcovering that his 

intractable pupil had entirely fweated away . 
his Creed during the night! The devil, he 
was perfuaded, was labouring hard to {natch 
away from heaven the fo 1 ye had fo lately 
gained. He therefore began a powerful ad- 

_juration; but Satan would not budge an _ 
| “inch 
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inchnor could the Creed be crammed in- 
2 | to the malefaétor’s brain. | 
¢  . ‘The hour had now paffed over: the 


4 theriff, regardlefs of the ftate of the vic- 
t _ tim’s foul, would no longer delay the exe- 
" cution of the body. Without further ref 


7 pite, therefore, the criminal was carted; and 
| though he went an hardened finner to the 
i gallows, he fubmitted peaceably to all the 
él other formalities of the ceremony. When 


ey he was turned off he ftrugeled at the ftring 
‘to perfeétion. He even carried ‘the joke fo 
~ far, as to terrify the hang-man; for a fudden’ 
murmur arofe among the croud : fome cri- 
» ed out,. © Stone the hang-man ! for he has 
tortured the poor fufferer unneceffarily :’ 
therefore, to fave. further mifchief, Num 
ber-Nip ftretched himfelfout at full length, - 
as though he was fairly dead. When the: 
mob had difperfed,.and a few ftragglers. 
walked up and down the gallows-yard,. 
fome of them coming near, and curioufly 
omnes the body, the pleafant gentleman - 
B¢ atc 
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A at the halter began to prance anew, to the 
great terror of the beholders. Hence 
a rumour went abroad through the town, 
towards the evening, that the criminal was 
ftill ftruge ling at the gallows; which moved 
the court to fend a deputation early text 
morning to examine the matter carefully, 
— On their arrival they found nothing but’ 
s wifp of ftraw covered with old rags, jult 
dike a mawkin- fufpended among peafe 
to {care away the voracioys {parrows. This 
difcovery excited great admiration among, 
the council of Hirfchberg: they however 
had the man of ftraw quietly taken down; 
and reported, that a high wind in the night. 
had wafted the flender taylor away: from 
the gallows over the boundary. 
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LEGEND Ii, 


NUMBER-NIP was not at alb 
times in the humour to make fuch noble 
fatisfaétion to thofe whom his pranks had. 
_ annoyed. His mifchief was often the re- 

fult of mere wantonnefs ; giving himfelf 
little concern whether his object was a 
knave or an honeft man. He would fre- 
quently join company with a folitary wan- 
-derer, and offer to fhew him the road ; and 
when he had led his companion far aftray, 
he would vanifh in an horfe laugh, and 

leave the ftranger achaft at the edge of a 
. precipice, or deep in a quickfand. | He 
would fometimes terrify the timorous 
market-women, by appearing in the fhape 
of fome fanciful animal. The fabulous beaft 
called the Ryfow, and refembling the leo- 
pard, that has fometimes been feen in the 
- Giant-mountains, is but a phantom of , 
E6 Number. 
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Number-Nip. He has often been known 
to lame an horfe fo that the rider could not 
ftir him from the fpot, break a waggon 
wheel or axle-tree, or roll the fragment 
of an huge rock, before the eyes of the 
driver, into an hollow way, juft as the 
team entered it, on purpofe to give the poor 


fellow the labour of heaving it afide before - 


he could pafs. An invifible hand . has: 
often held an empty waggon fo faft, that fix 
fturdy horfes could not move it. If the 
wageoner gave any intimation that it 
was a trick of Number-Nip’s, or broke 
Out into any invective againft the. moun-. 
tain fprite, he had to expect a neft of 
hornets about the horfes’ ears, or elfe a 


fhower of ftones or a liberal. drubbing 


himftlf. 

_ He once formed an acquaintance with 
an old fhepherd, who was an upright 
true-hearted man. The intimacy had grown: 
into a kind of confidential friendthip: he 
allowed him, what no other durit venture 


| upon, to drive his flock clofe up to his 
bys 7 garden 
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garden. hedge.. The fpirit would hear 
him with infinite fatisfaction’ recapitulate 
the occurrences of his infignificant life. 
The old man, however, once committed an: 
offence.. Having as ufual directed his 


flock. towards the inclofures of the Gnome, 


a few theep broke through the hedge, and: 


began to graze on the grafs-plot.. This 


enraged Number- Nip fo much, that he fent 
forth a panic terror over the whole flock : 
m their wild flight through the mountain 
moft. of them came to. fome misfortune ; 3 
and the old fhepherd was fo reduced in his 
citcumftances by the accident, that he died. 
out of pure vexation. 

A doétor from Smiedberg, who ufed to 


_ goa fimpling on the mountain, fometimes,. 


hkewife, enjoyed the. honour of entertain- 


ing the Gnome incog. with his pompous 


loquacity. He would fometimes join the 


_ Smiedberg Efculapius. as. a wood-cutter, 


and fometimes_as a traveller, and liften 
with pleafure to the hiftory of his mira- 


culous cures, He was at. times fo com- 


plaifant 
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plaifant as to carry the heavy load of herbs: 
after him, and explain to him many un- 
known virtues of his fimples.. The doctor, 
thought he ought to be more knowing in 
the fcience of plants than a wood-cutter, 
once took his inftruétion amifs, and faid in 
raillery, ‘ The cobler fhould abide by his 
¢ laft; neither fhould the wood-cutter pre- 
‘ tend to teach the phyfician. But as thow 
« canft fpeak of trees and plants, from the 
“ hyfiop that fpringeth out of the wall to 
« the cedar of Lebanon, tell me, Solomon 
© Wifeacre, which was firft, the acorn or 
* the oak?’ The fpirit anfwered, ‘ The 
© tree to be fure, for the acorn comes from 
‘the oak.’ ‘* Oaf! faid the doétor, 
* whence then came the firft tree, if it did 
‘ not fpring from the feed contained in the — 


© fruit?? The wood-cutter replied, ¢ That 





‘I perceive is a philofopher’ s queftion, 

* and quite too high for —But let me 
€ afk you one queftion: to whom does 
‘ the ground on which we ftand belong, 
‘a to the king of Bohemia or the lord of 
‘ the 











out one of his eyes, and left the doctor for 
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* the hill ??— (Such was the title given by 
the neighbours to the fpirit, after they had 
been taught by experience that Number- 
Nip was contraband, and only brought 
down blows and weals.) The doétor did 


not take much time to confider: ¢ Why, 


* to be fure this ground belongs to my 
* lord and mafter, his majefty of Bohemia ; 
‘ for Number-Nip is but a creature of the 
‘ brain, a mere bull-begear to frighten 
* children.’—Scarce were the words out of 
his mouth, when the wood-cutter was fud- 
denly metamorphofed into an horrible giant, 
with fire-darting eyes, and a frightful coun- 
tenance: he looked anerily at the phy- 
fician, and faid in a tremendous voice, 
* See, here is Number-Nip ! he will bull- 


_ © beggar thee till all thy ribs crack!’ He 


then caught him by the nape of the neck, 
fwung him againft the trees and rocks, 
and toffed and tumbled him about, as 
rudely as the devil does doé¢tor Fauftus 
in the puppet-fhew. At laft he knocked 


dead 
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dead. on. the fpot ;—and never did the poor 
phyfician venture to fimple. on the moun- 
tain again. 

So eafy was it to jeft away Number: 
Nip’s friendfhip ; but it was juft’as aly to 
gain it. A litigious neighbour had forced 
a poor country-man. in’ the hundred of 
Reichenberg, to: fpend all his goods and 
chattels upon:alaw-fuit.. The clutches of 
juftice having feized upon his: laft cow,. 
he had left: only a-broken-hearted wife, and 
half a dozen {mall children; half of which 
he would willingly have given in pawn to 
the court for his laft head of. cattle back 
again. He. had indeed ftill remaining a. 
pair of found lufty arms,-but they were not 
fufficient for the maintenance of his family. 
It cut him to the heart when the young 
ravens called out for food,.and-he had no- 
thing to ftill their keen hunger.. © An hun-- 
© dred dollars,’ faid he: to. is wife in their . 
diftrefs, © would fet us up again, and we 
« might eftablith our houfhold at a diftance 
* from this. vexatious neighbour. Thou 
| © halt. 
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‘ haft rich relations on the other fide the 


© mountain; I'll needs go, and lay our 


‘ piteous cafe before them: one of them, 

€ perhaps, willhave compaffion, and kindly 
‘lend us upon intereft what money we 
want.” 

His difconfolate wife agreed to the pro- 
pofal, with faint hopes of a favourable iffue ; 
but fhe knew of no better fcheme. The 
hufband girded his loins betimes, and as 
he quitted his wife and children, he bade 
them be of good chear: ‘ My heart tells 
‘me I fhall find a benefactor, who will 
‘ help us more than the fourteen adminif- 
‘ trators of juftice, to whom I have made 
* fo many vain journies.’ So faying, he put 
a mouldy cruft into his pocket for provifion 
by the way, and fet forward on his journey. 


_ Towards night he arrived, weary and foot- 


fore of the long journey, at the village where 
the rich relations lived—but none would own 


him, none would lodge him. He told his 
tale, and fhed a flood of tears ; but the hard- 
hearted mifers cared not for his affliction, 


and 
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per mocked his diftrefs with harfh re- 


; proaches and infolent proverbs :—‘ Young 


‘ blood, fave thy good,’ faid one ;—another, 


© Pride will have a fall ;’ —a third, * As thou 


‘ drivett ‘fo goes the team ;’—the fourth, 
§ ‘Every one forges his own fortune.” In this 


manner. did they : infult the poor man’s dif- 
Be trefs ; and at laft fairly thruft him out at 
| the door, calling him an idlerand a fpend- 
thrift. The unfortunate coufin was not 
prepared. for fuch a reception from the 


rich relations of his wife: he flunk filent 
and forrowful out of the village, and as he 


had no money to procure a lodging at the 


inn, he was forced to lie under an hay- 


{tack in the open fields, where he waited 


without reft for the lingering dawn to hght 


him on his way. 


-By the time hie had reached the moun- 
tain, the hand of trouble and affliction 
preffed fo hard upon him, that he was near 
finking into abfolute defpair. ‘ Two 
« days wages loft!’ thought he to himfelf, 
weary in a and faint with hunger, 

without 
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without hope or comfort in his mind— 
« When thou art got home, and thy fix poor 
‘ famifhed worms come running to thee, 
€ lifting up their little hands for food, and 
€ thou mutt offer them a ftone inftead of a 
© morfel of bread! — Heart of a father, how 
* canft thou endure this? Burft afunder, 
‘ dear heart, before thou feel this uttermoft 
© diftrefs !—Upon this he threw himfelf 
under a thorn-buth to profecute his't mourn- 
ful reflections. 

The foul upon the brink of perdition 
fummons its laft remaining ftrength to 
plan fome means of efcape; funs up and 
down every fibre of the brain ; pries into 
every nook and corner of the imagination, 
in fearch of fhelter or refpite againit the 


ns waves of deftruction, that are breaking in 
upon her—like a failor, who when he fees 


the fhip finking runs up the rigging to 


hide himfelf at the maft-head, or, if he is 


below, mounts up the hatchway, in hopes 
of feizing a plank or an empty tun, by 


which he may kitts his head above water. 


In 
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In his agitation of mind a thoufand abortive 
{chemes fuggefted themfelves to- the in- 
confolable countryman: he at laft fell 
upon the idea of having’ recourfe in his 
diftrefs to the fpirit of the mountain. He 
had heard a number of romantic ftories 
concerning him—how it was his practice 
to plague travellers, frequently doing them 
effential injury; but fometimes fhewing 
them kindnefs and favours. He well 
knew that he never fuffered himfelf to be 
called by his nick-name with impunity ; 
however he could not tell by what other 
to invoke him: he therefore refolved to 
rifque a pummelling, and bawled amain,. » 
‘ Number-Nip ! Number-Nip?’ 
Immediately at the call appeared the 
fisure of a footy collier, with a beard as 
red as a fox’s tail, hanging down to his 
middle: he had fiery ox’s eyes, and in. his 
hand he held a pole like a weaver’s beam, 
which he raifed with a defign to crufh the a 
infolent bawler. ¢ By your leave !. Mr. 
‘ Number-Nip, ftop one moment,” cried 
Dobbins, — 
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Dobbins, quite cool and collected ; ‘if I 
* have not given you your right title I am 
* forry for it, pray excufe me; only liften — 
‘a moment, and then ufe your pleafure,’ 
This bold addrefs, and the forrowful coun- 
tenance of the man, which -betokened 
neither infolence nor impertinent curiofity, 
fomewhat appeafed the Gnome’s rage : 
“ Earthworm!’ faid he, ‘ what impels 
* thee to difturb my repofe ? Know that 
* thy fkin and bones muft pay for thy te- 
* merity.’— Sir,’ replied Dobbins, - “ne- 
© ceffity drives me to you: I have a {mall 
* favour to afk, which you can eafily grant. 
¢ Pleafe to lend me an hundred dollars: 
« as I am an honeft man, I’ll return them 
‘in three years, with lawful interett.’ 
€ Fool!’ returned the fpirit, ‘am I a Jew 
€ or an ufurer, that I fhould lend money 
* upon intereft? Go to thy brethren and 
€ borrow what thou needeft, but let me 
© alone.’-—‘ Alas!’ cried Dobbins, ‘ with 
€ brotherhood among men it is all over: 
€ no kindred 1s acknowledged in affairs of 


2 3 ‘ mine 
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‘ mine and thine.” Thereupon he told 
his hiftory at length: the picture of his 
wretchednefs was fo moving, that the 
Gnome could not refufe his requeft; had 
the poor man been lefs deferving of com- 
paffion, the fcheme of borrowing a capital 
of him appeared fo new and fingular, that 
he was _ inclined, merely on account of 
the confidence he placed in him, to clofe 
with the propofal. ‘Come, follow me,’ 
faid he; which he did far through the 
wood, till they came to a retired val- 
ley, overlooked by a bold precipice, thick 
befet with bufhes at its foot. 

When Dobbins, with his nite, had 
made his way to the rock, with much 
toil and labour, through the brambles, 
they arrived at the mouth of a dark ca- 
vern. Dobbins’s heart funk within him, 
while he groped his way along it in the 
dark: one cold fit chafed another down 
his back, and his hair ftood an end. 
*-Number-Nip has mifled many a man,’ 
thought he ; ‘who knows what precipice 

a « lies 
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* lies before my feet, down which I fhall 
© topple at the next ftep?’ Then he heard 
the fearful roar, as of waters tumb- 


ling headlong into a deep pit. The fur- 


ther he went, the more was his heart over- 
whelmed with terror and apprehenfion: 
But he was foon, to his great joy, aware 
of a blue flame dancing before them: the 
vault immediately expanded | into. a fpa- 
cious:apartment; the flame burned clear, 
and now appeared to be- fufpended from 
a chandelier in the centre of the dome. 
On the floor he was ftruck with the fight 
of a brewer’s copper, full of hard dollars 
up to the very brim. At this fight all 
his fear vanifhed, and his heart bounded 
for joy. © Take,’ faid’ the fpirit, © what 
*-thou wanteft ; only draw me up a note 
‘of hand for the fum, if fo be that thou 
* cant write.’ The borrower fcrupuloufly 
counted himfelf out an hundred dollars, 
and no more. The fpirit took up- 
on him as if he paid no regard to the 


_bufinefs of counting, but turned afide, and 


a | went 
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went away in queft of materials for writ- 
ing. Dobbins wrote the note of hand in 
as binding terms as he could think of. 
The Gnome took and locked it up in an 
iron box, and faid, by way of farewell, 
¢ Now go thy way, my friend, and make 
* an induftrious ufe of the money: do not 
‘ forget that thou art my debtor; but 
* take good notice of the entrance into 
‘ this valley, and the cleft in the rock. 
‘ On the expiration of the third year thou 
‘ art to pay me the capital with the ufe. 
‘ Iam a rigid creditor: if thou doft not 
‘ keep thy word, I fhall demand my due 
* very rudely.’ Dobbins promifed to be 
punctual to the day, gave him his honeft 
hand ; but took no oath—he would not 
rifque his foul and falvation, like your pro- 
digal borrowers. He then parted from 
his creditor with a grateful heart, and ea- 
fily found his way out of the cavern. — 

_ The hundred pieces had fuch a mighty 
effect upon his body and mind, that he 
felt, upon coming into broad day-light, as 








bid her kindle a fi 
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if he had inhaled balfam of life in the 
hole. He ftrode along to his home, full 
of joy, and ftrengthened in every limb. ° 


The day had begun to fall before he 


ftepped into his wretched hut. As foon as 
the hungry children efpied him, they cried 
Out with one voice, ‘Bread! father, a bit 
* of bread! We are ready to faint with 
* hunger, thou haft let us ftarve fo long.’ 
His downcaft wife fate in a corner, weep- 
ing and fearing the worft, as the puny- 
hearted are wont to do. She expected her 
hufband would begin a tragic ditty; but 
he chearfully fhook her by the hand, and 
upon the hearth-ftone, 
* For Ihave brougiik,’ added he, ‘a peck 
© of oatmeal. fromi¥Riechenbach in my 
© wallet, with. which; Ris fhalt make an 
* hafty-pudding, tiff enough for a fpoon 
‘ to ftand upright,jn.’ He then gave her 












an account of the ¢ d fuccefs of his un- 
_ dertaking: ‘ Thy relations,’ faid he, ‘ are 
_£ good kind of people; they did not re- 
4 * fufe to acknowledge me—never once 
; - Vor..I1.. 2 ‘ threw 
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¢ threw my poverty in my teeth, nor of- 
‘ fered to thruft me rudely out at the 
© door: they entertained me like a prince 
€ with open heart and hand ; and, what is 
‘ the beft part of the ftory, emptied the 
‘ hundred dollars out at once upon the 
_ © table before me.’ Then rolled an heavy 
ftone from off the good woman’s heart, 
where it had long lain heavy. ‘ Aye,’ 
faid fhe, ‘had we gone at once to the 
¢ night fmith, we might have faved our- 
« felves a deal of trouble.’ She then fell 
to boaft of her kindred, on whom fhe 
had before placed fo little reliance, and 

was quite elated at the thought of their 

‘rich relations. The hufband, after what 
_ fhe had undergone, gladly left her jin a 
miftake fo foothing to her vanity. How- 
ever, as fhe harped upon the fame ftring 
day after day, Dobbins grew fick of the 
“tune, and faid to her, *Doft thou know, 
~*€ when I had found out the right fhop, 
« what an excellent leffon the mafter fmith 
| ne me? es Lad replied, * how 
: ‘ fhould 
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 fhould I? What was it?’ ‘ Why, every 
, | * man, he told me, forged his own fortune; 
\ * and you muft ftrike while the iron is 
* hot: therefore let us’ now beftir our 
i * fhanks, and mind our bufinefs, that we 
x may get enough in three years to pay © 
* capital and intereft, and fo be eafy and 
—€ out of debt.’ He foon afterwards pur- 
chafed a patch of ground for the plough, 
and another for hay, and then another and 
another, and at length a whole hide of 
'- Jand: there was a bleffing attending Num- 
| -‘ber-Nip’s gold, as though there had been a 
decoy dollar among the hundred. Dob- 
} bins fowed and reaped, and began. to be 
| taken for a thriving man in the village ; 
and his purfe fill afforded a fmall fur- 
plus to increafe his ftock. The third 
pring he took a large farm in addition to 
his hide of Jand, and this brought him in 
reat profit: he was, in fhort, a man in 
whofe hand every undertaking profpered. 
The time of payment now approached, . 
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could take up his note without inconve-— 
nience. On the appointed day he role 
early, and having carefully counted out 
‘the fum, waked his wife and all the chil-- 
dren, and bade them wath themfelves clean, 
comb their hair, and put on their Sunday 
cloaths, alfo their new fhoes, and new 
fearlet bibs and waiftcoats. He himfelf 
fetched his Sabbath-day coat, and called 
from the window to John to put the ) 
horfes to: ‘ Man, what art thou at?’ afked 

his wife; ‘ to-day is neither faint’s day nor : 
© holiday —what makes thee in fuch high 
< humour? What is the meaning’of all 
© this that thou haft prepared? and where, 
¢ pray, doft thou think to take us eS To 
¢ vifit the rich relations beyond the moun- 
¢ tain, and to pay the creditor who helped 
« me up again in the world his intereft 
¢ and principal, for this is the pay-day.’ 
Margery was right glad to hear this. 
She dreffed herfelf and the children 
in all their finery; and that the rich 
relations might have a good opinion 


to own, and not be afhamed of her, — -) 
: fhe . 
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‘fhe tied a necklace of crooked ducats 
round her own neck. Dobbins ftowed 
his weighty purie fafe, and, when every 
thing was ready, mounted with his wif¢ 
and children on the waggon. John 
fmacked his whip, and the four horfes 
ftepped nimbly forward over the , level 
towards the Giant-mountains. Juft be- 
fore they came to a fteep hollow way, the 
mafter made the wageon halt, got downy 
and told the reft to do the fame. He.then 


ordered his man, ‘ John, drive quietly 


‘up the fteep; above at the three oaks 
* thou fhalt wait for us, and if we tarry 
* a while, do not be impatient,. but let 
* the horfes blow and take a mouthful of 
‘ grafs. I know of a foot-path herea- 
* bouts; it is a little round, but very 
€ pleafant—we will walk,’ He then went 
ftraight forward into the wood, attended 
by his family: the bufhes were very 
thick, and Mrs. Dobbins, feeing her huf- 
band peep about here and there, thought 
he had miffed the way, and advifed him to 

 & he turn 
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turn’ back and follow the high.toad. But | 


he {topped of a fudden, made his fix chil- 


dren form a ring round him, and faid, 
‘Thou fancieft, my good woman, that 


€ 


“~ 


we are going to thy relations, but that is 
not my defign at prefent. Thy rich re- 
lations are pitilefs, hard-hearted mifers. 
When I went formerly, in my diftrefs, 
to feek affiftance from them, they in- 


fulted and drove me haughtily from their 
doors.—Here lives the rich relation to. 


whom we are indebted for our good 
circumftances, and who, on my note, 


lent me the money that has multiplied 


fo faft in my hands. He appointed me 


to come hither this day, to pay up Ante- ie pe 


reft and principal. Canft thou now gues 


who our creditor is?—It is no other 
than the lord of the hill, nick-named sect 
Number-Nip.’ At this fpeech the good 


woman was violently alarmed ; fhe crofied 
herfelf: the children trembled and neftled 


clofe together, for fear their father fhould — 
nite them to he ve had 3 
heard. 
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heard many fearful, accounts of him in 
long winter nights ; how he was an hideous 
giant and cannibal, eating men up alive. 
Dobbins related the whole of his adven- 
ture, in what manner, at his call, the {pirit 
had appeared to him in the fhape of a 
collier, and the refit of the tranfactions in 
the hole. He praifed his beneficence 
with a thankful heart; and fo deep-felt 
was his- fenfe of gratitude, that the tears 
rolled apace down his fun-burnt cheeks. 
* Wait here,’ he concluded, ‘ and I will 
* go into the hole to finifh my bufinefs. 
* Fear nothing: I fhall not be long gone, 
© and, if I can obtain the favour, I will 
* bring the lord of the hill to fee you. Do 
‘ not be afraid, children, of taking him 
‘ kindly by the hand, though it fhould be 
€ black and footy ; he will do nothing to 
* hurt you, but will rejoice at the good 


__ © effeés of his own kind deed, and receive 


« your thanks with pleafure. Be of good 


* courage only, and he will certainly dif- 


Fa “ tribute 
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‘ tribute fome golden-ftreaked apples and 
‘ fugar-plumbs amongft you.’ | 
‘Though the timid wife had much to 
object againtt the pilgrimage to the cavern,, 
and the children cried and {creamed un- 
mercifully, colke€ting themfelves in a body — 
round their father, and laying hold of his 
{kirts as he paffed by them, he tore himfelf 
away by force, and arrived at the well- — 
_ known rock. He recognized all the marks 
of the place, which he had fo well fixect 
in his memory: the old half-decayed oak 
at whole root was the mouth of the cavern, 
ftood jutt as it had ftood three years before; 
but of the hole not a trace was to be féen. 


- Dobbins tried every method of getting ad- 


mittance into the rock ; he lifted up ftone, 
and knocked aloud, imagining it would be 
opened; he drew out the heavy purfe of 
gold, rattled the dollars, and cried out as ~ 

loud as he could, ‘ Spirit of the Moun- | 
‘ tain, come and take what is thy due!” 
but no fpirit was to be feen or heard. 


The — 2 | 
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The honeft debtor was therefore obliged 
to turn back with his cafh. As foon as 
his wife and children efpied him at a dif- 
_ tance, they haftened joyfully to meet him; 
but he was much troubled at not being 
able to make his payment punétually. 






) 

t 

‘ 

4) _He therefore fate himfelf down upon the 
| ae fod, and began to confider what was to 
,| be done. He recolleéted the particulars 
, of his former bold adventure: ‘I'll call 
1 * him,’ ‘ faid he, ‘ by his nick-name, as 
| “I did before; if it difpleafes him, let 


an ; = 
Se him pinch and pummel me black and 
. _.£ blue; he’ll certainly hear my call— 
‘T " © Number-Nip! what ho! Number-Nip!” 


His terrified wife entreated him to hold 
his tongue ; fhe put her hand before his 
_ mouth: he, however, would not be ftop« 
_ ped, but called the louder. Of a fudden 
_ the youngeft boy ran up to his mother, 
a and clafping her faft, cried out, ‘Oh the 
ats _ £ footy man! the footy man!’ Dobbins 
_ coolly enquired, ‘ Where ?” bbe there 
é: 2 “t he lurks behind that tree :’ and all the: 
ee : a children: 
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children crowded together in an heap, 
fhaking for fear, and bellowing aloud. 
The father looked that way, but could 
fee nothing, fo he fuppofed it to be only 


the child’s fear ; and in fhort Number-Nip 


could not be roufed, and all his calling 
was in vain. 

The family fquad now betook them- 
felves back again by the way they came, 
and father Dobbins paced along the high 
road, much difpirited and chagrined.. As 
they pafled' along there was heard to fpring 
up from the wood a gentle ruftling among 
the trees;—the flender birch waved his 
pliant boughs, the tremulous foliage of the 
afp quivered, the murmur approached 


nearer and nearer, the wind fhaking thie 
‘wide-fpread branches of the oaks that 
- grew out of the face of the-precipice;—- 
the dry leaves and ftraws flitted from 
“place to place along’ the road, and little 


whirlwinds of duft carried them up into— E 
the air;—the children, who had by this 


time forgotten their fears of Number-Nip, 


6 ni purfued 
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-purfued the dancing foliage, much diverted 
with the amufive fpectacle, and conftantly 
catching at the dry leaves as they were 
lifted by the playful breeze. Among 
the flying materials a leaf of paper was 
hoifted acrofs the road, to which the little 

boy, that had feen the fpirit in the wood, 
gave chafe; but when he came_near 
enough to make a grafp, the wind would 
whirl it a little farther, juft beyond his 
reach. He then tried to ftop it with his 
hat, and after feveral fruitlefs attempts at 
daft was fuccefsful. Seeing it'was a clean 
white theet, and his ceconomical father 
having been accuftomed to turn every 
thing to account in his houfe-keeping, the — 





__ boy carried the paper to him, in. hopes 


of being patted and called a good child. 
The father, opening the folded fheet to ex- 


“amine what it was, was aftonifhed to find 
the very fecurity he had given to the lord 
of the hill: it was torn from top to bot- 
tom, and there ftood written below— 
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At this fight Dobbins was deeply af- 
fected: he cried out in a tranfport of joy; 
‘ Rejoice, my dear wife, and you my little 
€ ones be joyful; he has feen us, our kind 
* benefactor has heard our thankfeiving ; 
‘ he hovered over us unfeen, and knows 
* his debtor to be a man of his word. F 
‘am quit and free from my obligation ; 
‘ now let us return home with gladnefs in 
‘ our hearts.’ The parents and children: 
went-on, fhedding tears of gratitude and 
joy, till at laft they came up to the wag- 
gon; but Mrs. Dobbins had an earneft 
defire to pay her kinsfolk a vifit: the 
-wifhed to fhame the unfeeling niggards 
by the difplay of her flourifhing eftate;. 
for the account of her hufband’ had’ raifed 
her gall againft the whole tribe; fo, in 
ftead of turning back, they rolled chearfully 
down the mountain in the waggon, and | 
by evening arrived in the village. They 
ftopped at the fame farm-houfe out of 
which Dobbins had been thruft three 
years before. his time he knocked 

: boldly,, 
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t} ~—s- boldly, and enquired for the matter. 
t But a ftrange perfon came to the door, 
e who was not of his wife’s kindred. Of 
a him Dobbins learned that the rich rela- 
| tions were all diflodged from the village. 
iW One had become bankrupt ; another was 
il dead; a third had removed, and their 
| place was no where found among the 
si- people. Dobbins, with his train, fpent 
a the night with the hofpitable. farmer; 
a who gave him and his wife a fuller 
it : account of every thing that had hap- 
of pened to their coufins. Next day they. 
f returned home. Dobbins went on, in- 
. a creafing in riches and cattle, and, under. 
” the bleffing attendant on honeft induftry, 
i flourifhed all the days of his life. 


wo 


LEGEND 
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THOUGH the favourite of the Gnome 
had been fcrupuloufly careful to conceal 
the real origin of his good fortune, left 
other folicitants fhould teize his patron 
by importunate applications of the fame 
kind, the affair, neverthelefs, at laft be- 

came the country’s talk; for when the 
hufband’s fecret hovers between the wife’s 
lips, the flighteft gale will blow it away, as 
eafy as a foap-bubble from the bowl of a 
tobacco-pipe. Mrs, Dobbins communicat- 
ed it to a difcreet neighbour; fhe to her 
goflip, the village barbér—and he of courfe 
to all his cuftomers; fo it was noifed 
abroad in the village, and afterwards 
through the whole parifh. At the encou- 
raging tale the broken houfe-keepers, the 
idlers, and the fpendthrifis pricked up their 
GF; cals 5 
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‘ears ; they repaired in troops to the moun 
tain, infolently invoking and importuning: 


- the Gnome. They were joined by gold- 


finders and gypfies, who croffed the moun- 
tain, dug holes in every likely fpot,, in 
hopes of finding the copper of dollars. 
Number-Nip let them carry on their ope-. 
fations without moleftation, as thinking it 
hardly worth his while to be ferioufly an- 
‘gry with fuch vagabonds: fometimes he 
‘would amufe himfelf by caufing a blue 
flame to dance about in the night, and 






‘when the lurkers would run eagerly and 
throw their hats and wigs upon it, he would 


Tet them dig up from the place large pots, 
feemingly full of gold, which they carried 


home in great triumph, and kept nine 


‘days without faying a word, or touching 


it; but when they came, at the end of this 
‘term, to examine the prize, they found 
“only filth and ftench, or potfherds and 


pebbles. Neverthelefs they went on with 


their idle fearch, and caufed frefh diftur- 


“bance, At laft the Spin grew angry, and 
buffeted 
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buffeted the worthlefs crew out of his 
domains by fevere hail-ftorms, and be- | 
came fo fretful that no wanderer ventured 
upon the mountain without apprehenfion; 
fcarce any efcaped without a feourging, 
and the name Number-Nip had no 
- more been heard in the mountain fince 
the memory of man. 

One day, as the fpirit lay bafking nb 
the hedge of his garden, he efpied, walk-_ 
ing along in great unconcern, a female 
figure, whofe fingularity and accompani- 
ments. arrefted his whole attention. She 
had a child at the breaft, another rode on 
her back, a third fhe led by the -hand, 
and a fourth carried an empty bafket with 
a rake, for fhe was come for a bafket of - 
leaves for her cattle at home. ‘Trulya 
* mother,’ thinks Number-Nip, ‘muftbe 
‘ a kind affectionate creature; fee how - ; 
¢ fhe drags herfelf along with her load of | 
‘ four children, and over and above at- 
« tends to her houfhold bufinefs, and all. 
¢ without a murmur: this is in faith buy- 4 


‘ne a 
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. ¢ ae eee te 
ing the raptures of love: at an high a 


‘ price VY Thefe. reflections put him into’ 
great good humour, and he felt an vincli- ‘ 
| nation to converfe with the traveller. She Re} 
fet down her children upon the turf, and Ae 
i ~—s began to ftrip the leaves from off the 
bufhes, but the little ones, f feeling the time 
_ pafs heavy, began to {qual -unmercifully. 

(| The mother immediately quitted 1 what fhe 
‘was about, played and toyed with the chil- 
} dren, took them up in her : arms, dandled 
+ and toffed them till fhe had lulled them: ; 
afleep, and then fhe returned to her work, 
: Soon after the flies bit the little ‘fleepers, 
and. cong hee their tune anew : the: mo- 






i impatience. She | ran nto thie wood to ga ni 
) . ther black-berries and. bilberries ; “having “ass 
diftributed them among the oldeft, ‘fhe put 
the youngeft to her breaft. _ This maternal | 


—_ , ae = 


: method of proceeding delighted t the Gnome 
_. exceedingly. But the fqualler, he. that 
_ had rode upon his ‘mother’ S back, was 
J not to be appends he. was an. obftinate ) 
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capricious child, threw away the. bilber- . 
ries that the affectionate mother gave him, 
crying all the while as if he had been 
fpitted. This was too much for her pa-. 
tience ; fo fhe called out, ‘ Number-Nip! 

‘.do come, and eat me up this fqualling 
* child.’ That moment the fpirit appeared 
in his collier’s fhape, and, ftepping up to 

the woman, faid, ‘ Here am IJ, what is thy 

‘ will?? This apparition threw her into- 
great confternation; but, as fhe was none, 
of your nervous hyfterical damfels, the foon. 
collected her fpirits: and taking courage. 
fhe replied, ‘ I called thee only to ftill the: 
‘ children, and now they have done cry= 
‘ ing I have no further occafion for thee, 
‘ but am, neverthelefs, obliged for thy — 
© good will.’ ‘ Doft thou not know,’ re+ _ 
turned the Gnome, ‘that no one takes 
© fuch a liberty here, without paying dear 

‘ for his rafhnefs ? I will take thee at thy 
“ word: give me the child that cried, and 
. ©] will eat him up; I have not met with 
* fuch a tender morfel this many a day.’ 


te *. . 
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On this he ftretched out his footy arms 
towards the infant. 

As a brood hen, aware of the hawk 
hovering hich over head in the air, or 
alarmed at an attack from the wanton 
fpaniel in the court-yard, firft warns her 
ehickens by anxious chuckling to retire 


into the ftrong hold of the pen, then raifes 
her feathers, fpreads her wings, and pre- 


pares for an unequal combat with the 
ftronger foe—fo our intrepid mother darted 
her clinched fift, quick as lightening, into 
the collier’s beard, refolutely exclaiming, 
* Monfter! thou fhalt firft tear the mo- 
€ ther’s heart out of this body, before thou 
« robbeft me of my child!’ Number-Nip 
Was not prepared for fo refolute an affault ; 
he ftarted back as if afraid: indeed he had 
hever met with fo rough an experiment in 
the whole courfe of his ftudy of mankind. 
* There is no occafion to put thyfelf in a 

* paffion,’ faid he, with a friendly fmile, 


_ © T am no cannibal, as thou imagineft, nel- 


* ther will I do thee or = children the 
© leaft 
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leaft harm ; but give me the fqualler, I 
have taken a fancy to the brat. I will 
fpport him like a lord; he fhall be 
cloathed : in filk and fattin; I will bring 
him up to be a fine fellow, and he fhall 
be able to affift his father and brothers. 


-hereafter—Afk me five pounds for him, 


and thou fhalt be paid the money.’ 
‘ Ha! fo the child pleafes thee, does 
he ? Aye, truly he is acherub of a child; 
I would not fell this boy for all the mo- 
ney upon earth.’ 
¢ Fool ! haft thou not three childiet be~ 
fides? Are they not enough to load 
and plague thee ? Thou muft labour hard 
to maintain them, and I fee they will. 
not fuffer thee to reft by day or by 
night.’ 


* This is very cant I am their 


mother—I muft do my duty by them. 

Children bring forrow and trouble, but 

they bring much comfort alfo.’ 

‘ Comfort indeed! to load thyfelf 

* with a bundles every day—to {waddle 
eave < them, 
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* them, to keep them clean, to be fubjeét 
* to ali their filth and fcreaming,’ 

€ Truly, Sir, you are but little acquainted 
* with a mother’s feelings; a fingle friend- 
€ ly look, the {weet {miles and lifping of 
€ the little innocents repay all labour 
€ and trouble—Look now at this little an- 
* gel here, how he clings to me, the 
€ coaxer! Now he is no longer the fame 
“ boy that cried and fcreamed fo—Ah, 
* that I had an hundred hands to tofs 
© and carry you, and to labour for you, 
* ye pretty darlings |’ 

“ So then! has thy hufband no bands 
* to work ?” 
¢ Hands! yes he has hands indeed! 
“ ftirring hands too, as I feel fome- 
-€ times.’ 

* How! can thy hufband find in his 
« heart to lift an arm againft thee ? againft 
“ fuch a wife ?—But I’ll break his bones, 
* the tyrant! the affaffin !’ 

« Then, in footh, you'll have plenty of 
* bones to ateaky if et hufband that 

| "© Jays 
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* lays hands upon his wife is to have his 
“ bones fuffer for it. The men are a 
* naughty tribe; therefore, fays the pro- 
£ verb, After marriage comes forrow,— 
* but I muft e’en fubmit to it, fince I 
* once have vowed to take it for better 
© and worfe.’ 

‘ That is indeed true; but if thou wert 
« fure the men were a naughty tribe be- 
“ forehand, it was but a foolifh bargain 
to take one for better and for worfe.’ 

€ Perhaps it was; butStephen was a brifk 
* handfome wild young man, with a good 
“ trade; as for me, 1 was but a poor fim- 
ple girl, without a farthing for my por- 
¢ tion. So he came to me and gave me 
“ a dollar earneft, and the bargain was 
* ftruck. Afterwards, indeed, he took 
* away the dollar, but I have, the wild 
© man left full.’ ; 
The fpirit fmiled: * But perhaps it is 
-“ thou that makeft him wild by thy Per 
* verfenefs.’ 

“Oh! he has long fince driven shat de- 

< vil 
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-« yil out of me. But Stephen is clofe- 
6 fifted. ‘When I afk him for fix-pence, 


he blufters in the houfe, worfe than you 
* do at times in the mountain. Then he 
* cafts my poverty in my teeth, and I 
 muft needs hold my tongue. Had I 
¢ but brought him a portion, I fhould 
* eafily know how to ftop his mouth.’ 
© What is thy hufband’s trade?’ 
© He is a glaffman: he earns his bre 
¢ hardly enough. The poor flave 1s oblig- 
« ed to carry an heavy burden quite from 
“ Bohemia hither every year; if he breaks _ 
* a glafs by the way, truly wife and chil- 


*€ dren mutt pay for it; but love’s blows 

_£ break no bones.’ 

- © And thou canft love the man, that 

'€ plays the game of wedlock fo foully 
_ <* with thee?’ 


¢ Why not? Is he not the father of my 


 «£ children? they will make all good again, 
© and reward us well to boot, when they 
-* once grow up.’ 


© Poor confolation ; ] doubt children, for- 
« footh, | 
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© footh, never fail to return mighty thanks 
* for their parents care and trouble! Thy 
* boys will fqueeze the laft farthing out: 

* of thy pocket, when the. emperor prefles 


* them for foldiers, and fends them far . 


* away beyond Hungary, to be flaughtered 
< by the Turks.’ | 

« That gives me fmall concern: if fits 
“ are killed they will die in the fervice 
* of their king and country; but they 
« may bring home prize-money, and com- 
“ fort their aged parents.’ 


The fpirit now renewed his propofals for 


the boy ; but the mother difdained to re- 
turn him any anfwer ;~fhe raked up the 
leaves, and ftuffed them into the bafket, 
on the top of which fhe tied the little 


fqualler faft by his, leading-ftrings; and 


Number-Nip turned away, as if he sso 
departing about his bufinefs ; but the wo- 
man, finding the burden too heavy to lift,. 
called him back; <I called you once,’ 
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faid fhe, ‘ and you came; be fo good as ; ’ 
.# come again, and velp me up with this 


* Joad; 
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| * loads and if you! will do me. any further 
‘ * favour, give the boy that pleafes you a 
-£ Whitfuntide-gift, to buy him a couple 
' £ of cakes. His father comes to-morrow, 
“ £ andvhe will bring us fome white. bread 
ane © out of Bohemia.’ The fpirit anfwered, 
_ £ T will help thee up with thy burden with 
> € albmy: heart; but unlefs thou wilt give 
'_ £me up the boy entirely, he fhall have 
' *nogift from mé,’. < It is well,’ replied 
the woman, and went her way. 
+ © The farther fhe went, the heavier grew 
the bafket: fhe at laft almoft fainted under 
|, the load, and was forced to breathe every 
ten fteps. This feemed extremely odd: 
= it made her fufpect all was not right; 
| fhe imagined Number-Nip had ferved her 
eo fome trick; fo the fet the bafket on the 
next {tone,-and turned: it topfy-turvy, in 
order to examine if he! had not flipped 
 fome ftones into it unawares: nothing, 
: lll but leaves fell out, and not a 
hd ngle ftone; fhe therefore filled it\again 
only’ half, and fcraped’ as many leaves into © 
on oy G her 
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her apron as it would hold. But the bur- 


den foon became too heavy for her again; 
fhe was obliged to empty it once more: 
all this much furprifed the good woman, 
for fhe was ftrong, and had been ufed 
to carry huge burdens of fodder, with- 
out feeling any fuch difficulty.. Neverthe- 
lefs fhe arranged every thing at home, 
jaded as fhe was; fhe put the leaves be- 
fore the goat and the young kids, gave 
the children their fupper, laid them to 
fleep, faid her evening prayers, and went . 
to re{t with a light and contented heart. 
The dawn of day, and the wakeful 
fuckling, who impatiently demanded his 
breakfaft, roufed the induftrious houfe- 
wife out of a found nap, to her daily la- — 
bours. She firft’ went, as ufual, to the 
goat-houfe with her milking-pail Bur 
what a fhocking fight ! the poor old milch 
goat lay along fuff, and ftretched out at 
all-fours. On examination it appeared 
that fhe was ftone dead. The kids roll- 
ed their eyes frightfully in their fockets; 
) their | 


* 
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their tongues hung out at their mouths, 
and violent convulfion fits fhewed that 
they were wringing withdeath. A mifhap 
like this had never befallen the good wife 
*  fince fhe began. houfekeeping; fhe funk 
i" down, quite overpowered with grief, on a 
bundle of ftraw, holding her apron be- 

fore her face, for fhe could not bear to 
_ look at the poor creatures’ dying ftrug- 

gles. At ljaft fhe exclaimed, with a pro- 

found figh, ‘ Unfortunate. woman that I 

‘am ! what fhall I do now ? and what will: 
_ ©my four hufband fay when he comes 
“home? Alas! God’s bleffing has now 
« forfaken me for ever in this world!’ The 
fame inftant fhe condemned her heart for 
’ the profane thought.—‘ If the poor cattle 
_ “ be all the bleffing God has given thee 
* “in this world, what is Stephen, and what’ 
“are thy children ??—She bluthed deep 
_ for her rathnef{s—‘ Farewell} all. the riches 
“in the world,’ thought fhe, ‘ ftill thou 
* haft thy hufband and thy four children. 
_* The fountain of milk for the poor fuck- 
im Ga ¢ ling 
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“ling is not dried‘up, and, for the other 
« three, there is water in the well. Sup- 
“ pofe Stephen fhould make a quarrel of 
it, and give thee a few hard blows, what 
“is that but a paffing feud; and the fky, 
“as every body knows, will lour now and 
“then in the happieft marriages. My 
‘ heart acquits me of any fault; I have 
«been guilty of no negleé&t. Harveft is 
- coming on apace; I can then go a reap- 
ing: and in winter I will fpin till the’ 
“ hour of midnight; a goat will be to be 
* got fome way or other; and when I 
~* have a goat once, kids het come ee 
“: themfelves.” 

Thefe reflections. sesitiicd her babes 
{pirits. She wiped’ away her tears, and 
on lifting up her eyes fhe was aware of a 
léaf at her feet, that glittered as bright as 


& 


o 


nA 


wirgin gold. She picked it up, and be- 


hold) it was: heavy like gold. She arofe 
_ nimbly; hurried” to her neighbour the 
 Jewefs, and with great eagernefs fhewed 
her the windfall, The Jewels declared. it 

ot was 
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was pure gold, and, after a little haggling, 


gave her in exchange two heavy dollars | 


_ down upon the table. All her forrow was. 


now forgotten, The poor woman. had 


omeyer fo abounded in fterling coin in all 








her life. She ran to the bake-houfe, and 
bought puffs and cakes for the children, 


and a pig’s pudding, which fhe put by to 


drefs for Stephen, when he fhould come 
hungry and tited off his journey in the 
evening. How did the children jump 
and cling to their joyful mother, as fhe 
began to ferve fo uncommon a breakfait 
among them! She. gave a free indulgence 
to the maternal pleafure of feeding the 


hungry ‘crew. Fier next. care was to re- 
~ move the cattle (which fhe fuppofed had 
been killed by a witch) with. the inten- 


tion of concealing this domeftic calamity 


from her hufband as long as fhe. could. 
But how was fhe aftonifhed, on. looking 
‘accidentally into the feeding-trough, to fee 
a whole heap of golden leayes glittering 
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in it! Had fhe been acquainted with 
the popular tales of the Greeks, fhe would 
eafily have fallen upon the idea, that her 
poor cattle had died of king Midas’s indi- 
geltion. An idea of the kind aé¢tually did 
come acrofs her imagiaation, and fhe im- 
mediately whetted her cafe-knife, opened 
the goat’s carcafe, and found in the fto- 


mach a piece of gold as large asa walk 


nut, and fo in proportion in the ftomachs 
of the kids. “EN | 

She now faw no end to her riches ; but, in 
taking poffeffion of them fhe took poffef- 
fion of the heavy cares attending them; fhe 
became uneafy and fearful : fhe had a palpi- 
tation at her heart—hefitated whether fhe 
fhould lock up her treafure in the cheft, or 
bury it in the cellar. She was alarmed for 
fear of thieves. She firmly refolved, how- 
ever, not to let the: furly Stephen know 
all at once, very juftly apprehending — 
he would be inftigated by the damon of 
avatice to take all the mammon to him= 


felf and let her and the children perifh 


wile ‘y 
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with hunger. She confidered long how 
fhe fhould moft prudently go to work ; but 
could come to no determination. _ 
_ The parifh prieft was the patron and 
defender of all maltreated wives. Either 
out of pure goodnefs of heart, or from a 
_ natural partiality, he paid due refpect to the 
female as to the weakerveffel, and would not 
allow hufbands given to fifty-cuffs to abufe 
his daughter confeffors; and never failed 
to lay a fevere penance upon the boifterous 
family tyrants whenever complaints were 
-made to him. In the cafe of Stephen, he 
had never fpared the magic fifh-liver of 
‘penance, in hopes of fmoking the evil 
fpirit out of the bed-chamber, for the be- 
refit of the poor wife*. She therefore 
= betook 


_ # And the angel faid unto Tobias, touching the 
heart and the liver, ‘ If an evil {pirit trouble any, we 

_ muft make a fmoak thereof before the man or woman, 
____ and the party. fhall be no more vexed.’ ‘Tobit, vi. 7.— 
_ ‘The tranflator quotes this verfe, not only to explain 

the author’s allufion, but to remind an age in which 
G 4 the 
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betook herfelf in her prefent difficulty to the 
tender-hearted watchman of fouls, and gave 
him a faithful account of her adventure 
with Number-Nip, in: what manner he had. 
holpen her to great riches, and her anxiety 
how to difpofe of it; and then fhe authen- 
ticated the ftory, by producing the whole 
ftock of gold, which fhe had brought with 
her by way of document. The prieft fell to 
croffing himfelf with great earneftnefS at 
this extraordinary occurrence, though he» 
was all the while fincerely rejoiced at the 
good fortune of the poor woman: he then » 
began to pull his night-cap backwards and 
forwards, in order to ftart fome lucky con- 
trivance for. fecuring to her the poffeffion — 
of her money, without raifing an hue and 
cry about the way in which fhe came by 


the Bible is read neither with fo much affiduity nor 5 j 
devotion as in the golden days of good Queen Befi, of a ay 


{criptural recipe, that may be as ufeful in many mo~ 


dern families, as it proved in that of the gallantand 


adventurous Tobias. 
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it; as alfo for keeping it out of the tena- 
cious clutches of Stephen. 
. After a long paufe of deliberation, he 
fpoke in this manner: ‘ Hearken to. me, 
* my daughter, I have thought of a fcheme 
_ £ for managing the whole matter, Weigh 
 £ out all thy gold to me, that I may keep | 
. © it faithfully for thee: then I will write a 
_ © detter in Italian, which fhall run in this 
“manner—that thy brother, who went 
© abroad feveral years ago, had failed for 
€ the Eaft Indies in the Venetian fervice, 
‘and that he died there, having firft made 
“a will, leaving thee ail his. property, 
_ “under condition that the parfon of the 
_ © parith fhould be thy truftee, that it 
_ © might be for thy ufe alone, and that of 
€ no other perfon. I do not defire fee or 
“ recompence for myfelf ; only confider 
3 € that thou: art indebted to the fupplica- 
© tions of holy mother church for the blef~ 
© fing Heaven has fhowered down upon thy 
head; therefore prefent our chancel. with’ 
the a rich furplice for mafs,’ This feheme. 
Bitoiz i sieeee ne - exceedingly 
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exceedingly pleafed his client; fhe chear- 
fully promifed the donation: the priefb 
confcientioufly weighed the gold in her 
prefence to a fcruple, and ‘put it into the 
church coffer, when his. fpiritual daughter 
quitted him with a light and joyful heart. — 
Number-Nip was a patron of the fair 
fex, as wellas the good village prieft, how- 
ever with this-difference, that the latter re- 
fpected the fex in general, becaufe, as he 
faid, the Holy Virgin belonged to it, with- 
out ever fhewing any fuch partiality to 
individuals as might afford the tongue of 
feandal an opportunity of throwing dif 
credit upon his good name; whereas the 
former thoroughly hated the whole fex, 
on account of one girl who had outwitted 
him, though his caprice {ometimes induced: 
him to take an individual under his: pro~ 
tection, and to render her effential fervices.: 
He was difpleafed with the favage Stephen, 
in proportion as he had been captivated 
by the behaviour and fentiments of his pa- 
tient wife; he therefore had a ftrong incli- 
nation 
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Hation to take vengeance upon him for 
her fake, to play him fome trick that 


fhould bring him to fhame, and thereby 


make him fo tame, that his wife might fet 
her toe on his eye at pleafure. For this 
purpofe he faddled the nimble eaftern wind, 
mounted, and gallopped away over hill and 
dale, fcouring like a ranger on the {cout 
all the high and crofs roads leading to Bo- 
hemia: wherever he was aware of a tra~ 


- veller with a burden, he was at his heels 


in an inftant, and examined his pack with 
the fcrupuloufnefs of a tide-waiter. Luck- 


ily there paffed along no tramper with 


glafs wares, otherwife he would furely 
have been well trounced, without the fmal- 
left chance of retribution, even though he 
had not been the man Number-Nip was 
on the look-out for. 

With meafures fo well concerted the 
heavy-laden Stephen had no chance of ef- 
caping. In the afternoon, a fine mufcular 
fellow, with an huge pack upon his 
owa—aig came boldly ftriding along. As 
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foon as the poftilion on the eaft wind 
caught a glance of him, he jumped for joy — 
that his prey was now in his hands, and 
prepared to {trike a mafterly blow. The 
panting Stephen had nearly climbed the 
hill; the laft afcent only remained, and 
then he had down hill all the way home; 
he therefore muftered up his ftrength to. 
make the laft effort; but the hill was. 
{teep, and the burden heavy. Accordingly 
he was forced to reft oftener than once be- 
fore he gained the top, propping the crate 
each time upon his knotty crab-ftick, in 
order to eafe its oppreflive weight, and wip- 
ing away the big drops of {weat that broke 
out from his forehead; By an. exertion. 
of his Jaft remaining vigour he reached. the 
fummit, and. now a fmooth even path led’ 
to the defcent. In the middle of the way, 
there lay a fir-tree that had. been lately 
fawed, clofe by the path, part of the bole 
ftood upright as an arrow, and level at the, 
top as a table. Round it: there grew a. 
luxuriant bed of dark-green grafs.. The 
refaung- 
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tefting-place fo tempted the weary glafs- 
man, that he immediately fet his crate 


_ upon the upright log, and {tretched him- 


felf along on the. fhady fide among the 


luxuriant grafs. Here he began to con- — 


fider what profit this burden would pro- 
duce: upon an exact calculation he found 
_ that if he fpent not a fingle penny at home, 
but made the induftrious hand of his wife 
provide the family with food and cloaths, 
he fhould juft be able to buy an afs at 


_, Smiedberg fair, and lay in a cargo of 


goods. The idea of transferring the load 

from his own back to Dapple’s, and walk- 

‘ing at his eafe befide, fo delighted his fan- 
cy at this moment, when his fhoulders 

were raw and fore, that he could not help 

carrying on his agreeable reverie. ‘.Now 

© when once’ I have the afs,’ thinks he, 
¢ | fhall.foon convert it into an horfe; and 

‘when I have got the nag fnug in the 

‘ ftable, an. acre of ground to: grow oats 

© for provender will come in courfe. One 

“acre will foon.grow to two, two to four, 

| | © ll 
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‘ till I get an hide in time, and then a good 
‘farm, and then poor eed fhall have a 
“new gown.’ 

He had not got quite fo far with his 
projects, as to {purn the grand vizier’s 
daughter, like his predeceffor Alnafchar, 
when Number-Nip fent forth his roaring 
whirlwind, and overfet the log with fuch 
violence, that all the brittle contents of the 
bafket were broken into a thoufand frag- 
ments. This was a thunder-ftroke to poor 
Stephen, whofe ears were at the fame 
inftant faluted by a loud horfe-laugh at a 
diftance, if it was not fancy, or the echo 
of the crath of broken glafs: he gueffed it 
was fome fairy’s prank, for the violent guft 
of wind had the appearance of fomething 
fupernatura]l, and when he came to look 
carefully about him, log and branches had 
all difappeared; he had no difficulty in 
guefling who was the author of the muf- 
chief. Scoundrel Number-Nip! he 
cried, § thou envious and wicked fprite ! 
¢ sian have-I done, that thou fhouldft 

‘ {natch 








_™ -*.- 





NUMBER-NIP._ 135 
© fnatch my morfel of bread from my 
© mouth, the hard-earned fruit of my {weat 
© and toil? Alas! ruined man that I am 
¢ for ever!’ He then underwent a furious 
paroxyfin of rage, and poured out all the 


abufe he was mafter of againft the fpirit 


of the mountain: ‘ Villain! fcoundrel! 
© now thou haft taken away all I have in 
¢ the world, come and throttle me.’ In- 
deed, at that inftant, he had no more 
value for his life than for one of his 
broken glaffes. _Number-Nip, however, 
was no more to be feen or heard. 

The bankrupt Stephen unlefs he 
chofe to carry his crate empty home, 
was fain to fet about picking up the frag- 


' ments, in order to exchange them for a 


couple of beer-glaffes, at the glafs-houfe, 
towards raifing a new ftock, Melancholy 
as a merchant whofe fhip, with every thing 
on board, has been fwallowed by the greedy. 
ocean, he began to defcend the mountain 
with a thoufand difmal ideas, mingled 
however with various ee Pa oeeted in what 

manner 
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manner he might fet on foot his trade 
again. Among other things, his wife’s 
goats came acrofs his imagination ; but fhe 
loved them almoft as well as her children; 
and by fair means he knew there was no 
poffibility of inducing her to part with them : 
. after mature deliberation, he therefore fixed 
upon the following piece of knavery—not 
to give any intimation of his misfortune at 
_ home, not even to return thither by day; 
but to {teal about midnight into the houfe, 
drive the goats to Smiedberg market, and 
lay out the money they would fetch in frefh 
elafs ware; and on-his return to call his 
wife to a ftrict account, and feign vehe- 
ment anger for her negligence, in fuffers 
ing the cattle to be ftolen while * was 
away. 


unfortunate collector of fragments conceal- 
ed himfelf in a copfe near the village, in 
longing expectation of the hour of mid- 
night, that he might rob himfelf. When it 


cafes twelve he fet out’ on his thief’s er- 
rand, 


~ With this itty Datineed hinaie the e 
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ais climbs over the low. paflage-door} 


~ opens it within, and creeps foftly, under the 


pangs of a guilty confcience, to the goat- 
houfe, for he. was apprehenfive his wife 
would catch him. as he was executing: his 
felonious defign. Contrary to cuftom, he 
found the goat-houfe door wide open, a 
circumftance which agreeably difappointed 
him, for he difcovered in this neglect fome 
pretence to varnifh his own undertaking: 
But in the goat-houfe all was void and 
empty, he could not grope out any thine 


_ that had the breath of life in its noftrils, 


neither goat nor kid. In his firft alarm; 
he conceived that he had been anticipated 
by a more dexterous thief, for misfortunes, 
he remembered, feldom come fingle. He 


funk down difpirited upon the ftraw, and 


gave himfelf entirely up to fullen for- 

row, on the failure of this laudable attempt 

to fet on foot his trade again. 

Jane on her return from the prieft had 

induftrioufly put her houfe in readinefs to 

receive her hufband with a favoury meal, 
: 7 to 
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ed his heart, an account of his wife’s wind- 


: 
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to which fhe had invited the fpiritual pro- 
teCtor of the fex, who had promifed te 
bring a can of table wine; intending to give - 
Stephen, when the good chear had warm- 


fall, and to explain the conditidns accord. 
ing to which he fhould be allowed to par- 
take. Towards evening fhe looked repeat- 
edly from the window, then in her impa- 
tience ran out beyond the village, ftood 
on tip-toe, and lifted up her floe-black 
eyes towards the road in great anxiety, on 
account of his long delay: as night ad- 
vanced fhe was extremely alarmed; her 
fears and apprehenfions followed her to 
bed, and expelled all thoughts of fupper 
out of her head. Not a wink of fleep 
clofed her tear-fwoln eyes till morning, 
when the fellinto a reftlefs umber. Poor 
Stephen in the goat-houfe did not feel a 
whit more comfortable; in his fadnefs of 
heart, and for want of reft, he thought the | 
night would never be at anend: he was 
fo low and creft-fallen, that he could not 































wrth 
NUMBER. NIP.<! Ye 


“gata heart to knock at his own door. 
i length, however, he ftole out, rapped 
very gently, and in a faint-hearted voice 
_ whifpered, © Pray rife, dear wife, and open 
“the door -to thy hufband.’ Jane no 
nie heard the found of his voice, than 
up the ftarted, like a nimble roe, unfaf- 
tened the door, and joyfully clafped her 
hufband in her arms; but he returned her 
“heart-felt carefles with great coldnefs, and 
having fet down his bafket, threw himfelf, 
In a fit of fullennefs, along the bench. 
His forrowful figure and countenance 
pierced his overjoyed wife to the heart. 
© What grieves thee, my dear Stephen ? 

* what is the matter with thee? art thou 
Wtibot wel ?? He made no reply. to her 
affectionate enquiry, but by fighs and 
groans. She foon, however, drew from 
him the caufe of his grief for adverfity 
\ having foftened his heart, he could not any 
longer conceal the fatal accident from his 
' tender-hearted confort. Hearing that 
3 ee had panies this unlucky 
_ prank, 
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prank, fhe immediately gueffed ‘the kind 
intention of the fpirit, and could not re- | 
frain-from buriting out into a loud laugh—a 
liberty which Stephen would have feverely 
refented in his more manful mood. But 
now he fuffered her unfeafonable levity to 
pafs unchaftifed, and only enquired anxi- 
oufly after the goat and kids. ~ This tick- 
led his wife’s diaphragm ftill. more, for 
fhe perceived the careful houfe-keeper had 
been. prying into every corner. ‘ What 
‘ doft thou trouble thyfelf about my cat- 
tle for?’ faid fhe; ‘thou haft not yet 
made the leaft, enquiry after the poor 
childrén. The creatures are yonder in 
the pafture, and in no danger of running 
away. As for Number-Nip’s prank, do 
not take that fo much to heart, who 
knows how foon he or ariother may 
make us rich amends?’ ‘Aye, thou 
mayeft wait long-enough for that,’ faid 
the difheartened hufband. ‘ Little looked 
‘ for often comes at laft,’ retorted the 
merry-hearted wife.. § Do not-defpair, 
rate |  € Stephen, 
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“| Stephen, though thou haft no glafs and 

* Ino goat, yet we have four fine children, 

* and four ftout arms to maintain them 

* and ourfelves; this is all our wealth.’ 

“Then: Lord have mercy upon’ us!?. 

cried Stephen, in abfolute defpondency ;) 

“if the cattle are gone, go and drown. 

“ the four brats, for to maintain them is 
“what: I cannot pretend to do,’—< nd 

* then I will,’ rejoined Jane. 

_ . + Att thefe’ words the friendly father con+) 
feffor came in. He had liftened without;: 
and overheard the whole: dialogue ; fo he 

took: up the word, read Stephen’ a Jong 
fermon: upon the text, ‘ Money is the 
« root of allievil ;? and after he-had fuffi- 

ciently inculcated the law, he proclaimed 
the gofpel of the rich inheritance of his 
wife; drew the. Italian letter out of his 

pocket, and interpreted to him, that the 

parfon for the time being was appointed 

executor of the will, and that he had:al- 

ready fafely received the legacy of ee de-. 

= brother-in-law. 7 | 
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Stephen ftood up all the while as ftupid’ 
and aukward as a Chinefe idol ; he could’ 
do nothing but nod his head from time to’ 
time, when, on mentioning THE HIGH 
AND MIGHTY REPUBLIC OF VENICE, the 
prieft refpectfully took off his hat. When 
he was becomea little more mafter of his 
thoughts, he eagerly embraced his faithful’ 
wife, and made her a fecond. declaration 
of love, not lefs warm than the firft ; and, 
though it now arofe from very different 
motives, Jane received it with equal kind- 
nefs. From this moment Stephen became 
the moft pliant of hufbands, a tender fa- 
ther to his children, and withal a regular 
induftrious houfekeeper, for idlenefs had’ 
never been his failing. 

The honeft prieft exchanged the gold 
by degrees for fterling money, and pur- 
chafed a large farm, on which Stephen 
and Jane lived all their lives. The fur- 
plus he lent at intereft, and managed the 
capital of his ghoftly daughter as confci- 
entioufly as if it had been the church- 

" money, 
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money, for which fervice he received no 
other recompence but the furplice: Jane 
caufed this. badge of ecclefiaftical pomp 
to be made'fo rich and fumptuous, that 
no archbifhop need have been afhamed to 
wear it. 

The affectionate mother, in her old age, 
had great joy from her children. Num- 
ber-Nip’s favourite became a brave fel- 
low, and practifed the virtuous leffons fhe 
dictated, in the unlettered integrity of her 
heart. 


LEGEND’ YW. 


AFTER the Gnome had beftowed his 
liberal dower on mother Joan, he appear- 
ed no more for a long time. The:common 
people amufed themfelves with abfurd 
ftories, which the fancy of oid houfe- 
wives, in winter evenings; a out as long 
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and as flender as the thread from their dif 
tafis; but they were all idie inventions, and 
ferved but to pafs the time, And, as for 
one perfon really pofiefied there are an 
hundred Luxinsxs, ap.-hundred - fana- 
tics for one truly infpired, and an hundred 
dreamers for one gifted. with genuine fe-. 
cond fight—fo, for one authentic anec- 
dote, there has ever gone about the néigh- — 
bourhood of the Giant-mountains) an hun- 
dred) lying reports, among: the . vulgar, 
concerning Number-Nip. It was: the 
Countefs Cecilia, Voltaire’s contemporary 
and pupil, for whom the laft interview 
with the f{pirit, in-ouredays; was referved; 
it took place juft before he dived, for 
the laft time,,into the world below. 

This lady, charged with ail the fathion- 
able aches and pains which: the effeminate 
daughters of Teuto owe to the French 
kitchen and manners, was on .a journey, 
with: two healthy blooming daughters, to 
Carlfbad. The mother was fo impatient 
to i the virtues ofi the: fpring,:and the 

daughters 
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daughters to enjoy the company, the dan- 
ces, concerts and diverfions of the place, 
that they travelled day and night with- 
out ftopping to repofe. It fo happen- 
ed that they entered the Giant-mountains 
juft at the edge of night. It was one 
of thofe ferene fummer evenings when 
hot a breath of air is ftirring ; the noc- 
turnal fky was thick befet with fparkling 
fpars; the bright crefcent, whofe milky 
light relieved the fwarthy fhades of the — 
lofty pines, and a thoufand phofphorefcent 
infeéts that fported among the bufhes, con- 
fpired, like fo many moving {parks of 
fire, to illuminate one of the fofteft 
fcenes of nature, though the company in 
the coach enjoyed it but faintly ;—for the 
eafy motion of the carriage, as it went 


_ fteadily up hill, had lulled mama into a 


gentle flumber ; and the daughters, as well 
as Mrs. Abigail, had each fqueezed into a 


‘corner, and were likewife dozing. But 
the wakeful John, who was mounted up- 


on the lofty watch -tower of the coach- 
hax; felt no. inclination to fleep : all the 
~Vot., Il. ty gee {toiles 
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{tories of Number-Nip, which he had. for- 
merly devoured with fuch eager attention, 
came rufhing at once into his mind, now 
-he was traverfing the ftage where thefe 
adventures had happened; and he could 
have wifhed with all his foul never to 
have heard a fyllable about the matter. 
Ah! how did he now long for the | 
{nug fecurity of Breflaw, where no fpirit 
eafily ventures! From time to time he 
caft a timid look on every fide; often 
fweeping, with his half-clofed eyes, the 
two-and-thirty points of the compafs in 
lefs than a minute’s time, When he efpied 
any fufpicious appearance; a cold: fhud- 
der ran down his back, and his hairs grew 
fff like briftles. He fometimes would 
communicate his apprehenfions to his -bro- 
ther poftilion, and afk with great emotion 
if nothing walked now in the mountain - 
and although the poftilion enfured his 
fafety by a deep driver-like oath, yet his 
heart ftill mifgave him. 

After a long 5% in the converfa— 
| tion, 
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tion, the poftilion ftopped the horfes, 
muttered fomewhat between his teeth, and 


then went on again—then ftopped—and Sin 


feveral times. John, who had now fhut 
his eyes faft for fear, omened nothing 
good from thefe manoeuvres: peeping up 
cautioufly he faw, to his utter confufion, 
ftalking on about a ftone’s throw before 
the coach, a jet-black figure, of a fize ex- 
ceeding that of man, crowned with ‘a 
broad Spanith tippet ; but what was thé 
moft fufpicious circumftance in its whole 


appearance, was its being without an 


head. If the coach halted, the figure alfo 
halted ; and when the poftilion drove on, 
it procéeded alfo.—° Mefimate, doft thou 
* fee any thing?’ cried the. cow-hearted 
pilot from the coach-box, in ‘a faultering 
voice and up-ftanding hair. ‘I do, indeed, 
‘ fee fomething,’ anfwered the other in a 


Jow tone; < but hufh, hold your reek 


* T am fadly afraid we thall mifs our way.’ 

John fortified himfelf with all the prayers 

he knew againft evil {pirits : with a‘ long 
F423 |) oe 
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{tring of pater-nofters and benedicites into 
the bargain, reeking all the time with a 
cold fweat. And, as a perfon afraid of 
thunder raifes all the houfe at midnight, 
while the rambling noife is yet afar off, 
without gathering the leaft courage from 
fociety, fo the faint-hearted coachman was 
impelled by the fame inftiné&t to feek the 
confolation of fympathy at leaft from his 
Nleeping miftrefs ; fo he leaned over, and 
tapped brifkly at the window. The yawn- 
ing Countefs, out of humour at being dif- 
turbed from fo comfortable a nap, fharply 
demanded, ‘ Who’s there ? what is all that 
‘ noife for ??—‘Your honour,’ replied John, 
with a trembling voice, ‘ be fo good as only 
¢ juft to lock out at the window ; for, Lord 
‘ have mercy upon us! there walksa man 
‘ without an head clofe befide us!’— 
© Blockhead as thou art,’ replied the Coun- 
¢ tefs, of whatis thy vulgar imagination 
« dreaming? And if that was the cafe, 
continued fhe in atone of raillery, ‘a man 
£ without an head is’ no rarity; there are 


bis ‘ plenty 
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* plenty in Breflaw and other nie The 
damfels could not this time. relifh the 
wit of their honoured mama ; their hearts 
palpitated with fear ; they prefied clofe to 
the old lady, trembling and crying out, 
« BlefS us! there is Number-Nip, the 
* mountain fpirit!’ The old lady, whofe 
theory differed widely from that of her 
daughters concerning the invifible world, 
and believed in no fpirits but eaux 
efprits and é/prits forts, fet to chide the 
girls for thele low-bred prejudices: fhe 
proceeded to prove that all ftories of 
ghofts and apparitions were the abortions 


of a fick imagination; and explained the 


whole from natural appearances. 
_ Her eloquence was proceeding full gallop, 
when the black figure, that had difappeared 


for a few moments out of John’s view, 


emerged from among the’ bufhes, and ad- 
vanced towards the road. It was now plain 


to be feen that John’s eye had taken a falfe 
meafure—the man on foot had an head as 
well as other ite ae he did hot wear 
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it, according to the ufual fafhion, between 
his fhoulders, but carried it under his arm, 
jut as if it had been a lap-dog. This 
monftrous figure, only three ftrides off, 
excited great confternation both within 
and without the coach. The young miffes 
and the maid, who did not at other times 
prefume to make obfervations till the la- 
dies had done, now {creamed all with one 
confent, and let down the filk curtain to 
avoid feeing the figure, and hid their 
heads, like the oftrich when it 1s run down 
‘by the hunters. Mamia’ clafped her hands 
in filent agony; and this unphilofophical 
movement gave room to fuppofe, that fhe 
was filently recanting her confident affer- 
tions concerning the non-exiftence of fpi- 
rits. John, againft whom the formidable 
figure in black feemed to be meditating 
fome defign, began, in the anguifh of his 
heart, the falutation appointed to be ad- 
drefled to all good fpirits, 


Angels and Minifiers --=-—- — 


but, 
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but, before he could fpeak it out, the 


monfter took his head from under his 
arm, and hurled i at John: it ftruck him 
fight on the forehead, and the blow was 


fo fevere that he tumbled headlong from 


the box over the fore-wheel, and at the 
fame inftant the poftilion was ftretched in 
the duft by a fevere ftroke with a clubs 
while the phantom uttered thefe words 
from the hollow of his breaft, in a folemn 
tone: ‘Take that from Number-Nip, 
€ the warder of the march.’ Upon this 
the apparition mounting the faddle, began 
to lafh on the horfes up hill and down, 
over ftock and ftone—fo that between the 
rattling of the wheels and the fnorting of 
the horfes the ladies’ {creams were en- 
tirely drowned. : 

Ina moment the company was enlarged 


by the addition of another perfon ; a man on 


horfeback paffed very coolly befide the dri- 
ver, without feeming to take the {malleft no- 
tice of his wanting an head; and then he 
rode on before the coach, as if he had 

Be ceeeted ° i ie been: 
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been hired for that purpofe. The black 
figure did not feem to relifh the fociety ; 
he turned the horfes into another road; the 
horfeman took the fame: and however 
often the driver changed his courfe, he 
could not get rid of his troublefome com- 
panion, who followed as faithfully as if 
he had been tethered to the coach. This 
furprifed him much, efpecially as he re- 
marked that the rider’s fteed wanted a 
leg ; notwithitanding which the three-foot- 
ed Rofinante moved very upright, and 
croffed the ruts without making a faife 
ftep.. The fwarthy poftition began to 
grow a little uneafy : he was apprehenfive. 
left his Number-Nip’s part would be foon. 
ever, now the true Number-Nip had him- 
felf entered upon the ftage. 

After fome time the rider turning his 
horfe rode clofe up to the driver, and 
afked, in a voice of confidence, ‘ Whi-. 
‘ ther away, countryman, without an head ?”. 
_ © Whither away! whither fhould one go, 


‘ but, as thou feeft, where one’s nofe points 2”. 
retorted. 


- 
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retorted the poftilion apparition, in a voice 
of timid defiance. ‘ Very well ! replied 
the horfeman, ‘let us Ri comrade, which 
«way thy nofe points.’ So faying he 
feized the reins, took the black figure 
by the middle, and dafhed. him againft 
the ground with fuch force, that every 
bone in his body chattered ; for the appa- 
rition had flefh and bone, a0 apparitions 
commonly have. The matk and drapery 
were prefently ftripped away, and out there 
came a well-proportioned curly-pated fel- 
low, juft of the fhape of an ordinary 


‘ man. The knave finding himfelf deteé- 


ed,. and apprehenfive of the weight of his 
adverfary’s fift—for he doubted not but the 
horfeman was. Number-Nip himfelf, whom: — 
he had ventured to perfonate—furrendered- 
at difcretion,.and begged piteoufly for his 
life : ‘ My good Lord of the Mountain,’ 
faid he, ‘ have compaffion on a wretch 
¢ who has been the fhuttle-cock of for- 

< cune all his days; who could never be: 
< what he would, but was always violently, 
ae eee © thruft 
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‘ thruft out of the charaéter he had ftu- 


¢ died; and who, now his exiftence is an-_ 
‘ nihilated among men, cannot even figure 
‘ as a ghoft.’ 

This addrefs was a word in feafon. The 
fpirit was as much enraged with his rival, 
as whilom king Philip with the falfe Se- 
baftian, or the Czar Boris with the monk 
Geifka, who aéted the falfe Demetrius. 
In imitation of the Hirfchberg mode of 
adminiftering juftice, he would have pro- 
ceeded to inftant execution, if his curiofity 
had not been excited to learn the adven- 
tures of the mafk. ‘ Get up, comrade,’ 
he faid, ‘and do as thou art bid.’ He 
“then, having firft drawn out his horfe’s 
fourth leg from between his ribs, made 
up tothe coach-door, and opened it, with 
an intention of faluting the company. 

But the infide of the carriage was ftill 
‘as the grave; terror had fo violently agi- 
tated the ladies’ nervous fyftem, that the 
{pirits had taken fhelter, one and all, from 
the ocaiiame organs of fenfe, behind the 

counter{carp 
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counterfearp of the ventricles of the heart ; 
whatever had life within the coach, from 
the right honourable lady to the lady’s 
maid, lay ina deep fwoon. The horfe- 
man, however, was at no lofs what to do — 
in the cafe; he fetched his hat. full of 
water from the rivulet that ran murmur- 
ing along, fprinkled | the faces of the de 
parted ladies, held: a fmelling-bottle to. 
their noftrils, rubbed a little of the vola- 
tile {pirit on their temples, and by thefé 
means brought them once more to life. 
They opened their eyes one after another; 
and beheld at the coach-door a well-made 
man, of perfectly unfufpicious ; appearance,, 


-whofe-fervices foon gained their confidence. 


© Lam very forry, ladies,’ faid he, addref- 
fing them very politely, ‘that you fhould 
‘ have fuffered fuch an infule within my 


© junfdiction, from a :rafcal in difguife,, 


¢ who no ‘doubt intended: to rob you? 
©butyou are now perfectly fafe: lam 
‘ lLord’ Giantdale; allow me to attend 
« you'to my houfe, which is ‘but alittle 
14 * a 6 7 “ way. 
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‘ way off.’ The Countefs found this a 
very feafonable invitation; fhe accepted 
it with joy: Curly-pate was ordered to 
drive on, and obeyed with fearful offi- 
cioufnefs. In order to give the ladies 
time to recover from their fright, the cava- 
lier joined the poftilion, directing him to 
turn firft to the right and then to the left. 
Meanwhile he remarked, very juftly, that 
the horfeman every now and then would 
call to him fome of the bats that were 
humming about, and give them fecret 
orders, a remark that added not a little to 
his apprehenfions. 

In about an hour a light appeared at a 
diftance, then two, and laftly four; then 
came up four hunters with lighted. torches, 
who, as they faid, had been anxioufly feek- 
ing their mafter, and feemed glad to have 
met with him. The Countefs by this 
time had recovered her equilibrium, and 
finding herielf out of danger, fhe thought 
of honeft John, and began to feel con- 
cerned for ‘his _ fate. She communicated 


her 
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her fears to her protector, who immediate- 
ly difpatched two of his huntfien to feek 
the pair of overthrown comrades, and 
give them proper affiftance. In a fhort 


time the coach rolled under the dufky arch 


of a caftle-gate into a fpacious court, and 
{topped before a ftately manfion that was 
illuminated throughout. The cavalier po- 
litely offered the Countefs his arm, and led 
her into the drawing-room, where he in- 
troduced her to a numerous | company. 
The young ladies were much diftreffed at 
the idea of appearing among s fuch a {plen- 
did circle in their travelling drefs. 

After the firft mutual teftimonies of po- 
litenefs, the company fell into a number 


_ of little groupes, fome fitting down to play, 


and others amufing themfelves with con- 
verfation. The adventure: was warmly 
difcuffed, and, as generally h 

relation of paft dangers, it was wrought 


‘up into a Jittle epic, in which mama would 


willingly have affign: d to herfelf the cha- 
racter of reine, if if the could have reafoned 
away 
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away the fimelling-bottle of the attentive 
horfeman, and its effects. Not long after 
their arrival the polite hoft introduced a 
perfon, who came, he faid, juft as fea- 
fonably as if he had been called in on 
purpofe: this was a phyfician, who im- 
| mediately began to make enquiries con- 
cerning the Counteis’s and the young la- 
dies’ {tate of health; felt their pulfes, and 
with a fignificant countenance ftarted a 
number of fufpicious fymptoms. Though 
the old Jady, all things confidered, found 
herfelf as well as before the accident, the 
idea of danger gave her great alarm, for, 
in fpite of all her aches, fhe was as much 
attached to her crazy carcafe as one com- 
monly is to an old coat, which is fo eafy 
that you lay it afide reluctantly, though it be 
threadbare. By the phyfician’s preferip- 
tion fhe fwallowed large dofes of febrifuge 
powders; and the buxom girls muft 
perforce follow the example of their anx- 
ious mother. By too ready cormpliance 
patients make rigid doctors. The blood- 
(Ne Joes a thirfty 
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thirfty Theophraftus now infifted on tak- 
ing fome blood, and, in default of his 
aid de camp the furgeon, drew out his red 
ribband, and the Countefs yielded: without © 
reluctance to this -boafted prefervative 
againit all difagreeable effects of terror ; 
nor would he have refuted, if his demands 
for the fecurity of her health had rifen to 
a clyfter. Happily} he did not recommend 
this heroic application, it “certainly would 
have reduced the bathful miffes to defpe- 
ration; for nothing fhort of the doctor’s: 
eloquence and the mother’s authority could 


overcome their fear of the fteel tooth of 


the flew, and bring them to fet their foot 
into the warm water. The rofy lymph of 
the mother, and the purple balfam of 
health from the veins of the daughters, 
now trickled apace into the filver bafon. 
Abigail’s turn came next ; and though the 
yowed fhe was fo terrified at the fight of 
blood, that the fmalleft prick with a needle 
generally threw her into hyfterics,the inex 
orable phyfician would he arken to no pro- 

—* teftations 5 
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teftations ; fo he barbaroufly ftripped the 
ftocking from the maiden’s taper leg, and 
treated her with as much care and fkill as 
her betters. | 
. Scarce was this chirurgical operation 
performed, when fupper was announced ; 
a fumptuous feaft was ferved up. The 
fide-tables were decorated with plate 
up to the very cornice: a noble concert, 
from the neighbouring apartment, helped 
the guefts down with the exquifite ragouts 
and generous wines. After the difhes 
were removed, the major-domo-arranged 
the party-coloured deffert, confifting of 
rocks and mountains of fweetmeats, and 
gum tragacanth. The puerile wit of 
the confectioner, which can much more 
readily fatisfy the palate or the eyé than 
the underftanding, had reprefented the 
Countefs’s adventure in little wax figures, 
fuch as are often feen to parade on the 
tables of the great. The Countefs did 
not fail to obferve the coftly entertain- 
ment in filent admiration. She turned ta 
the. 





ee rs . 


=" 


— 





“s : = a 


NUMBER-NIP. 16s 
the gentleman next her in the blue rib- 
band, who, according to his own account, 
was a Bohemian nobleman, and eagerly 
enquired what was the occafion of the great 
feaft celebrated here to-day ; ; and was in- 
formed, ‘there was nothing extraordinary ; 
¢ it was only a focial meal for a party of 
« old acquaintance, who had met here by 
* accident.’ She was much farprized, ef- 
pecially as fhe had never heard a word of 
the rich and hofpitable Lord of Giantdale, 
either in Breflaw or any other place; and 
however carefully the called ro mind the 
pedigrees of peers and nobles, of which 
fhe had laid up an ample ftock in her me- 
mory, fhe could not recollect any fuch ti- 
tle. She attempted to get from the hoft 
himfelf a folution of her difficulty; but he 
evaded her enquiries fo adroitly, that the 
could never come to clofe quarters with 
him upon the fubjeé&t. He purpofely broke 
off the genealogical thread, and drew the 
converfation towards the airy regions of © 
the fpiritual wee Ae People that 
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can be entertained with the common ron 
of ghoft and apparition tories, it feldom 
happens that the party is foon broken up; 
nor is there ever felt any want of {fpeakers 


on this, copious fubject, or of an attentive 


audience. 

A well-fed canon was able to relate 
many furprifing ftories of Number-Nip: 
the truth of them was eagerly combated, 
and as eagerly fupported. The Countefs, 
who found herfelf juft in her element 
whenever fhe could fire 2 the didactic 
tone, and march forth tn battle -enay: 
againft prejudices, placed ‘herfelf at the 
head of the philofophical party, and dread- 
fully embarraffed, by her feepticifm, a pa- 
ralytic privy counfellor, who had nothing 
pliant about him but his tongue, and who 


took upon himfelf to be the attorney ge- 


neral of Number-Nip. ‘ My own ftory,’ 


continued the lady, ‘ is an evident proof — 


¢ that every thing reported of that cele- 
‘ brated fpirit is an empty dream. Did 


© he hold his abode 1 in the mountains here, 
/ oe and 
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© and had he the noble qualities afcribed 
© to him by idle ftory-tellers, he would 


* never have fuffered a rafcal to moleft us 
© at the expence of his own reputation, 
® But, poor ideal fpirit! how could he | 
« fave his honour ?—And had it not been 
€ for the generous affiftance of my Lord 


© Giantdale, the audacious villain might 


= have executed his defign againft us, with- 


© out lett or impediment.’ The matter 
of the houfe had hitherto taken but an in- 
confiderable fhare in. thefe philofophical 


debates : he now engaged in the conver- 


| favion, and obferved, that the Countefs had 


entirely depopulated the world of fpirits ;— 
‘ The whole creation of fancy has vanifhed 


* before your arguments, like a mift from 


€ before the rifing fun, You have in par- 


© ticular ably fhewn the non-exiftence of 


* the ancient inhabitant of thefe regions, 
€ and his advocate, the privy couniellor, 
« has been quite filenced. Yet I think 


* a few objections might be urged againft 
*£ your lft obfervation. How if the fa- 


€ bulous 
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© bulous {pirit had really a fhare in refcuing 
© you from the hands of the robber in dif- 
© guife ? How if my fairy neighbour, when 
‘ he undertook to bring you into a place 
© of fafety, had chofen to affume my ap- 
« pearance, in order to avoid giving you 
© any alarm? And fuppofe I fhould tell 
« you, that I have not ftirred a ftep from 
‘ this good company, as, being mafter of 
* the houfe, I could not in common po- 
* litenefs to-night ?—that you were brought 
‘ to my refidence by a ftranger, who is 
‘ now no where to be found ?—In this 
‘ manner then it were poffible that the 
_ © neighbouring fpirit had actually faved his 
‘ honour; and hence it would follow, that 
‘ he is not the mere creature of the brain 
¢ that you would make him.’ 

This addrefs a little difconcerted the 
philofophical Countefs ; her fair daughters 
lad down their knives in evident confterna-" 
tion, and then looked ftedfaftly at their 
hoft, in order to readin his eyes whether 
this was faid in jeft, or ferioufly intended, 

A ftricter 





a a on 


1 _ eer ere eee 





: ‘ 

’ 

\ — 
— 


NUMBER-NIP. 165 


A ftricter examination of the problem was 
precluded, by the arrival of the recovered 
fervant and poftilion: of whom the latter 
teftified no lefs joy at the fight of his four 

horfes in the ftable, than the former on ae 
being fhewn into the dining-room, and = 
finding his miftrefs fafe, and in fuch com- 
fortable plight. In the exultation of his 
heart he drew the chief inftrument of the 
mifchiefout of his pocket, namely, the mon- 
ftrous Saracen’s head of the figure in black, 

which had felled him to the ground, as 


effectually as the burfting of abomb. The 


examination of the head was committed 
to the phyfician. However, without fub- 
jecting it to his anatomical knife, he in- 
ftantly recognized it for an huge hollowed 
gourd filled with fand and ftones, and work- 
at up into a very grotefque figure, by the 
addition of a wooden nofe, and a long flax 
beard. Est rapes ephgge : 

The company did not break up till the 
morning was begining to dawn. The 
ladies were conducted to ftate-beds with 
| fuperb 
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fuperb hangings and delicate counter- 
panes; they had no fooner ftretched them- 
felves upon the down, than a found fleep 
fell upon them, and the imagination could 
not even work up the terrifying phantoms 
that figured in the ghoft ftories they had 
heard, into a puppet-fhew of terrifying 
dreams. It was far in the day when 
mama awaked; fhe immediately rang for 
her maid, and roufed the young ladies, 
who gaped and ftretched, and would fain 
have tried a nap upon the other cheek ; 
but the Countefs was fo eager to try the 
healing powers of the Carlfbad water, 
that fhe could not be induced, by the moft 
preffing invitation of her hofpitable en- 
tertainer, to ftop another day, however 
defirous the miffes were to enjoy the ball, 
which he promifed them upon that con- 
dition. They therefore prepared for fetting 
forward immediately after breakfaft. In 
their gratitude for the friendly reception 
they had experienced in the caftle of my 
Lord Giantdale, who did not omit to ac- 
company 


| 
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company them: to the extremity of his do- 
main, they took their leave, with a firm 
promife to pay their refpeéts to him On 
their.return. 

_No fooner had the Gnome arrived beck: 





_at his caftle, than he fummoned Mr, 


Curly-pate to anexamination : that gentle- 
man had been furnifhed with lodgings in 
a fubterraneous dungeon; and he had {pent 
the night in. fearful. expectation of the 
things that were to come ‘to ) pals. < Vile 
* mifcreant!’ faid the indignant {prite, as he 
was brought in, * what fhould hinder me 
* from trampling thee to. pieces in my 
“ anger, for attempting in my territories a 

« piece of villainy, calculated to throw fo 
< much obloquy upon my name? Thy 
* hide, be affured, fhall pay for thy auda- 
* city.—-‘ High and mighty regent of 
« the Giant-mountains,’ anfwered flyboots, 
yey coolly, * however exclufive may be 
* your pretenfions to this domain, and ] 

“ ethe no means prefume to queftion your 
* title, tell me, I prays where I may find 
eS « the 
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‘ the code of laws which it feems I have 
‘ unfortunately tranfgreffed. It is furely 
* due to your nice fenfe of juftice to grant 
* me a fair trial before you condem me.’ 
This anfwer, and the fhrewd fubter- 
fuge which the prifoner aimed at by his 
quibbling objection, and the felf-poffefiion 
with which he ftated it, prognofticated no 
common character. In this expectation 
the rigorous judge abated fomewhat of his 
refentment, and replied, ‘ My laws are no 
* other than thofe which nature has already 
infcribed on thy heart—but, that thou 
mayeft not complain of being condemned 
‘ unheard, proceed, and freely confefs 
‘ who thou art, and what induced thee to 
come hither to range and riot as a fpec- 
tre on my mountain. So fhall I judge 


~ 


i ay 


* thee as I find thee.’ This the culprit 


was. right glad to hear, in hopes, bya faith- — 
ful relation of his adventures, to talk away 
the threatened vengeance of the fprite, or - 
at leaft to mitigate the punifhment. 
‘ Once,’ 
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_ * Once,’ he began, ‘ in my early days, 
* I went by the name of Poor Robin; by 
© the occupation of an honeft purfe-maker 
« in a country town I gained a miferable 
7 © livelihood; for there is no profeffion 
yj « that keeps a man fo low as honefty. 

4s * Although my purfes had a ready fale, . 
ish * becaufe the report went abroad that they — 

») “kept money well, the maker having 
t ‘ a lucky hand, as being a feventh fon; 
« __* yet this idea was contradicted by my own 
is “ cafe, for my purfe continued always as 
“ empty as a conficientious flomach on a 

“< faft-day: and. if my cuftomers found 
* their gold to keep well in the purfes 

_ *£ they bought from me, neither the lucky 
** hand of the maker, in my opinion, nor 
te ‘ the goodnefs of the work, were any 
| .€ way concerned in the matter ; I innpute 
“* the advantage folely to the m2terials. of 
my purfes, for they were all of leather; 
* and you muft know, fir, that your 
* Jeathern purfe always holds money fafter 
 thanan open filk pure. The man that as 
Yo. li we 3 as. : fauisfied 
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¢ fatisfied with a leathern purfe is not 
€ eafily.a fpendthrift, but one that, as the 
¢ faying goes, knows howto keep his purfe- 
$ firings tight ; — now your tranfparent 
* purfes of filk or gold twift are never out 
§ of the fingers of your prodigals ; and then 
¢ what wonder if they run-out like aleaky 
© cafk at an hundred holes? and though 

€ you pour ever fo much in, full ey sag 
* always be empty. | 
_ © My father earneftly speusigiab into te 
all his feven lads this golden maxim: 
* Children, whatever you do, do it in 
© earneft. So I drove on my: trade with 
* great zeal and perfeverance, but with- 
© out bettering my ‘condition. « There 
«came a dear time, war, trouble, yo ; 
“€ counterfeit coin, into the country. ~ 
brother purfe-makers thought, . sar 
* coin, bafe goods; but I faid to myéfelf, 
* Honefty is always the beft policy 5: fol 
parted with true wares for falfe money; 
* laboured hard, till I brought myfelf to 


a ye ees crutch; was expelled from 
6 | < the 4 
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* the guild, caft into the debtor’s prifon ; 
“and, as my creditors refufed to main- 
* tain me any longer, bahifhed out of the 
4 country. ) 
-©Qn my pilgrimage to mifery and 
‘hunger I ‘was met by one of my old 
* cuftomers,: mounted on a ftately fteed: 
* he called out te me in an infulting tone, 
* Thou cobler ! thou bundle of rags! thou 
© haft, I fee, but half learned thy ‘trade; 
* thou canft blow up the bladder, and not — 
“ filhit; make the pot, and not cook in it; 
* thou haft leather,, but never a Jaft ; thou 
“ makeft capital purfes, but haft net a fous 
“to put in them. Hearken, comrade, 


“replied I, theu haft a wretched aim, thy 


“ arrows none of them hit the mark. 


} * Doft thou not know that there are many 


) © things in the world that fit, and yet are 





“ not together? many a man has a {table, 
) * and:no horfe; a barn-floor; and no corn to 


* threth ; a pantry, and no bread; a cellar, 


| { he and no beer; .and fo, according to the pro- 
* ig one has the purfe, and another tie 


ot gold. 
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172 LEGENDS CONCERNING 
© gold. Aye, but they would be better 

¢ together, quoth he—if thou wilt come 
“€ ’prentice to me, I will put the fnithing 
* hand to thee ; and as thou already under- 
« ftandeft fo well the making of purfes, 
© T’ll teach thee how to fill them, for I am 
‘ a money-maker by trade; and as both 
* profeffions agree fo well, thofe that carry 
« them on fhould go hand in hand. Very 
© well, faid I, I accept your offer, pro- 
‘ vided you have the management of a 
© lawful. mint, where money is coined 
* for the ufe of a free city or fovereign — 
«© ftate ; but if you coin on your own. bot- 
“ tom, it is neck-breaking work, and 
- © commonly ends at the gallows, and fo — 
 T wafh my hands of the concern. | Faint 
* heart never won fair lady, returned he— _ 
© he that fits by the meat and never helps 
7 himfelf, deferves to flarve. What, © 
* pr’ythee, is the difference whether thou 
© dieft:by hunger or of fuffocation? Every — 
© man muft die at laft.—The difference — 
Se sage ot I, that in the one cafe 
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“you die like an honeft man, in the other 


- € like a malefactor. Mere prejudice! ex- 


* claimed he : what harm can there be 
© in ftamping a mark upon.a bit of me- 
“tal? Ephraim the Jew* has ftamped 
* plenty with the fame mark as ours:. 
* what is lawful for one man to do, can, 
* be no fin in another: 

© In fhort the man’s way was fo perfua-_ 
* five, that I could not help accepting 
* his propofal.. I foon became expert at 
* the bufinefs, and,. in obedience to my 
© father’s injunctions, drove it on with 
“fpirit while. I was at it. The -making 
* of money I found far more profitable, 
* than the making of purfes. But, while 
© we. were going.on.with all poffible fuc- 
* cefs, the jealoufy of trade was awakened.. 
uh eptesin raifed a violent. perfecation. 


_* The reader may gather from the text, that 


Ephraim had the coinage for fome. of the German 
ome or towns —T. 


St 


Lz oon ait 





'% 

a 
-P 
‘ 





« finile: ‘I was foon advanced to the head 





174 LEGENDS CONCERNING © ; 
‘ agaift his brethren of the craft; the 
© traitor never refted till we were detegted 5 ae 
« and the trivial circumftance that we 
* were not free of the scores 
« Ephraim, brought us to be fentenced 
“to hard labour at the ietinrtisny?: vad 
anit 4 

« Here I lived fome years, after Rie 
© rules of the order of the penitential bro- 
« therhood; till a good angel, who: hap- 
© pened to crofs the country in order to 
“ fer all ftout healthy prifoners free, open- 
“ed the’ prifon-door to me. This good 

© angel was no other than a recruiting of- 
“< ficer, who called me to the nobler vo- 
“ cation of fighting for my fovereign, in- 


© ftead of trundling wheel-barrows in his 


¢ fervice. I was happy in the exchange: 
© T refolved to become a foldier in earneft, 


« was always foremoft in the affaulr, and 
© in cafe of a retreat the nimblenefs of my 
« heels prevented the enemy. from ever 
. overtaking me. Fortune now feemed to_ 
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_ € of: a troop. of horfe, and was in great 
it * hopes of higher promotion, But being 
|. © one day fent out a foraging, I followed 
1 © my orders with fuch fcrupulous punétu- 
, © ality, that I emptied. not only granaries 
€ and barns, but the chefts and coffers 
* both of houfes and churches that fell in 
* my beat. Unluckily it was a friend’s 
‘ country, fo it occafioned a great outcry: 
* Malicious people went fo far as to callit 















‘ to a court-martial, and fentenced to 
© yun the gauntlet through a lane of fif- 


© but to return to my- firft occupation. 
© But I had neither moncy to purchafe 
es a ftock of leather, nor inclination to: 
3 work. As 1 fuppofed myfelf to have 


: @ + sue I refolved to recover them, and 
= oy = ; ; : fe 4. & that: 
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‘a marauding expedition. I was brought. 


“teen hundred. men.. Having “thus been. 
- ¢ difcharged from the honourable profef=. 
& fion. in which J had hoped to make my” 
| © fortune; I could now think of no refource 


© an undoubted property in my old goods}: 
'® fecing I had fold them below their va2 
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He ee © that without difpute or altercation ; and 
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bins though they were now a little the worfe 
for the wear, they would in fome mea- 

« fure make up my lofs. So I began to 

‘ found people’s pockets; and judging 

* every purfe I could feel to be one of 

bl Stina own manufacture, I condemned 
site © them for. lawful prizes. Thus I had, 
© moreover, an opportunity of recovering 
ae good. part of my own money, for, 
© although it had been cried down, it 
_ € paffled as current as ever. My occupa- 
© tion throve for a time; I vifited mar- 

-£ kets and fairs in divers capacities, fome- 
© times as a cavalier, fometimes as a mer- 

«© chant, fometimes as a gipfey. I had ftu- 

‘ died my part fo well, and my hand was 

© become fo nimble and certain, that 
‘I never made a falfe gripe. This 
© mode of life fuited me exceedingly: I 

« found myfelf in good brea, and re- 

_ € folved to go on; but the caprice of my 
« ftars never fuffered me to be what I 


‘ wifhed. One Frankfort fair I fell in 
‘ love 
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- ©which was. as bigwith gold as its own-- 
i” | fers. belly with greafe. But,. from the. 
© helplefhefs of the weighty bag; my 
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5 legienwed, and brought to trial, under the. 
“odious character of a cut-purfe, though I. 
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— “ fatio n-ran,,but all that. I had taken came 
" “into: my: hand of their own accord, as. 
fe, 618 they. were. returning to their. rightful. 
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uiled me nothing; I was fet. in the. 
Detects, and my. ill ftars. decreed: that I 
_ © fhould be a fecond time fentenced to be. 
Sone out.of my ftation. I, however,. 


“ely out of prifon,.and fo waved the. 
_ © troublefome ceremony.. 

‘is -© 1. was now: quite. undetermined. to 
what I. thould betake avin t to ward. 
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“Tove. with. a: rich corn-factor’s purfe,. 


> failed;. I was catched in the faé,. 


a4 by no means deferved the title in a dif-. 
honourable fenfe.. I had formerly, in, 
| 3 “truth, cut purfesenough, but I-never cut. 
| ie. -  Caway. ‘any man’s money-bag, as the accu- 


|S owners Thefe. diftinCtions, however juft, , 


© watched my opportunity, flipped. qui-- 


Bekace. | ) L. 5. a © off 
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¢“fmewhat about the coach was broken, 
-and muft be mended before the compa- A 


“a ad a) > a) 


aes who, in the sige d of his heart, en-’ 


‘I affumed that charaéter, when the po- 
© lice in Leignitz took me under its wing, 


viding for me, forced me to an occupa-— 
tion that went againft my heart. With: 


pilage ; for my rule has atall times been, 


T therefore avoided cities, and roved 
about the country, as a citizen of the 


crowd, whom curiofity colleéted'to gape: 


rm. v7 


off hunger—I failed in my very attempt 
to become a beggar. For fearce had 


and, under the officious pretext of pro- 


fome hazard and difficulty tT -efcaped 
from this rigid jurifdiction, which takes 
upon it to keep the whole world in pu- 


Never get into a Serape with the police. 







world at large. It happened that the 
Countefs paffed through the very ham- 
let where I had taken up my abode ;. 


ny could proceed: I joined the idle 
at the ftrange gentry, and formed an 
acquaintance with the fheepifh fervant, 


© trufted: 
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* trufted to me his apprehenfions on your’ 


- “account; Mr. Number- Nip, as they’ 


¢ fhould now crofs the mountain in the: 
* night, in confequence of the delay oc- 
* cafioned by the accident. This fug-. 
© gefted the idea of turning to advan- 
“ tage the cowardice of the party, and? 


© trying my talents in the capacity of an: 
.- ©apparitiom. I: flipped into the dwelling; 


* houfe of. my: landlord and’ patron, the: 
© parifh clerk,,who happened’ -juft then to: 
be abfent:. P firft laid: hold'of the black. 


| * gown,. his robe of: office, at: the fame’ 


£. moment:the: gourd), that ferved: for the: 
* ornament. of the. cup.- board,.attracét-. 
‘ed my notice.. Thus accoutred, and! 


ia « provided with a fturdy-cudgel:befide, I. 


© betook. myfelf to. the: wood, and: there: 
“ fitted up:»my mafk.. What ufe I made of 


© it you: already know. That I fhould: 
1 _ © have happily executed: the mafter-ftroke: 
| of my whole: life but: for your. inter-. 
© vention, can admit of little doubt; the: 
ai “game indeed was eee: won.. After: 


LT 6. <n € “ getting: 
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‘ getting rid of the two cowardly louts, 
‘ my intention was to drive the carriage 
“deep into the wood: there, without do-’ 
‘ing the ladies the fmalleft injury, to 
‘open a little emporium for the exchange: 
‘-of the black gown, which, confidering’ 
* the fervice it had rendered me, was: of 
‘ no trivial value, for the Countefs’s purfe’ 
‘and trinkets; and then, wifhing the 
© company a fafe j ene to. =e a > 
‘ lite farewel. — «4 fr 

» © To fay the truth, Gir; my. +: hase hoot 
‘you were the leaft of my thoughts. The’ 
€ world is arrived at. fuch a: pitch. of in-’ 
‘ fidelity, that one cannot quiet children: 
‘ now-a-days with your name and if a 
* faint heart, like the Countefs’s fervant, 
‘ or an old woman behind her-fpinning-' 

wheel, did not now and then talk-of-you,’ 
_the world would have long fince loft alb 
‘remembrance of fuch a: perfonage. » I’ 
‘ thought whoever chofe might. be Num-' 


a) * 


‘-ber-Nip: I am’ ‘now, indeed; better in- — é 


3 bisa and find myfelf in your power. 
‘ But, 
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© But, as I have furrendered ‘at:difcretion;, 


* J am in hopes that my fincere confeffiom 
‘ will fomewhat. mitigate your anger. It 


_ © were. a fmall. matter, fir, to: you.to make 


© an honeft man. of me.. Were you but 
«to difmifs me with a viaticum out of 
© your brewer’s-copper ;—or-pluck: me. a’ 
* fcore of floes.out of your garden-hedge,, 


as you did’ for. the hungry. traveller; 


« who,. though he bit away one of his’ 
“teeth at your. fruit, found all the floes: 
* metamorphofed into little. balls of. gold ;: 

* —or if you would make mea prefent-of. 


a bef. fince you gave the ninth to the iy 
dent from. Prague for beating you: at’ 
‘ bowls ;—or only. your milk-pan,. which 
© changes curds into gold ;-—or, if 1 deferve, 
© punifhment,, beat me, as you. did the. 


-® fhoe-maker, witha golden rod, and then: 


‘ give it me as a memorial of. the adven-. 
© ture, according to the. ftory the lads of: 
© the laft tell of you, as they: fit hammer-- 


© ing foley: fortune were made. at; 


once, - 
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* once.. Truly;. fir,. could. you but’ feel 
* human neceffities, you: would acknow-' 
“ledge it to be a very hard’ matter for 
© thofe to be honeft. who are in-want of. 
* all things: when,. for inftance,, you: are 
© pinched’ by: hunger,.’ and: have not? a’ 
“ maravedi in your pocket, it is an heroic 
“ pitch of virtue to forbear ftealing a roll: 
« from: the ftock. of bread which fome 
© Croefus of a baker expofes at his win- 
« dow—for Srbewise as. the peter Pe 
« has no law.” 

© Get thee gone,. vedio itched 
the Gnome, when Curlypate had: ended,. 
- © as far as feet can carry thee, and afcend: 
* the gallows, the fummit of thy fortune!” 
Upon this he difcharged his prifoner: with: 
a lufty kick.—The latter rejoicediat. ef 
caping fo eafily, and applauded: his: powers: 
of perfuafion,, which, as he fuppofed,. had’ 
for this. time extricated him from:a: very’ 
ticklifh fituation. He made a forced’ 
march to get out of reach: of the rigo-' 
rous fovereign of the mountain, and in’ 





| 
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his Hafte left his black gown behind hinx. 
With all his fpeed, however, it feemed as. 
if he never ftirred from the fpot;. he: 
had conftantly the fame landfcape in view, 
excepting that he had. loft fight of: the 
eaftle, where he had been confined.. Weary: 
with’ this continual running round: the. 
fame circle, he ftretched himfelf under the 
fhadow of a tree to take a:little repofe,. 
and wait for fome traveller, who mightt 
fhew him the way. Here he fell into: at 
found fleep : when he awaked thick dark-! 
nefs encompafied | him on.all fides. He re= 
collected perfectly. well that he had: gone: 
to fleep under an oak- tree, but he could 
hear no whifpering of the wind among the: 
_ Teaves,. nor ‘could’ he perceive any” ftat 
twinkling through © the boughs,, nor the: 
fmalleft glimmering of light. He ftarted 
up in his firft alarm, but: am unknowm 
power held him. faft, and: the motion: he: 
made produced a. noife like: the rattling 
of chains » he now perceived that: he. was: 
in irons, and — himfelf t6 be inv 
: SS — _ Number-- 
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_ Number-Nip’s dominions, .many thoufand* 
fathoms under ground; an idea that threw: 
him into a violent confternation. . 2" 
Ina few hours there was fome ap- 


_ ‘pearance of day, but: the light'fhone very; 


faintly through an:iron grate inthe wall. 
Without exaétly. knowing’ where He was, 
the cell did not feem perfe@tly new to him.: 
He was in hopes the gaoler would come: 
to him, but in vains One tedious: hour: 
fucceeded ‘another ; hunger and thirft tor-- 
tured: the captive: he began to. make.a: 
noife, rattling his chains, knocking againtt: 
the wall, and‘crying out piteoufly for help ;, 
le heard’ human voices near at’ hand, . but: 
- no perfon would open the door of; his cell.- 
At length the paoler, having armed himfelf: 
with a.prayer againft chofts; undid’ the: 
door;, croffing: himfelf. devoutly, .and ex-- 
orcifing the devil, who he imagined --was: 
making a: difturbance i in the empty gaol.- 
But upon a nearer examination of the. for-- 
cery, he: recognized his runaway prifoner,. 
the. sateen and iebiiciiti at. othe: fame: 
[3 as WE ge 305 inftant: 
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: inftant faluted his old friend the gaoler of 
: Leignitz. It was now evident that Num- 
ber-Nip had taken the advantage of his 
. nap to expedite him unperceived to his 
: old lodgings: * So, Mr. Curlypate, are 
| € you caught again in your cage? how 
_ € the devil didft thou contrive to get 
1 ‘ here, man?’ * Why at the door to- be 
14 © fare, ’ replied the gaol-bird ; ‘ | am 
We S iguite weary of rambling, fo ] thought 
| © I would e’en return to you for a 
€ quiet birth: I am in great hopes you 
€ will be fo good as to allow me my 
_ © old quarters.’ As it was impoffible to 
explain how the prifoner had got back 
into his cell, or who had faftened the irons 
upon him; Curlypate, feeling no de- 
fire to make public his adventure on the 
‘mountain, continued boldly to maintain 
that he had returned of his own accord, 
as having the gift of going in and out of 
places, however fecured by locks and bolts, 
and putting. on or off his fetters at pleafure.. 
eae Saal were tates by this. 
: | Saks eR  feeming: 
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i fubmiffion, to forgive him the 
- flogging that was his due; they only im- 
_ pofed upon. him the tafk. of trundling a 

wheel-barrow for the benefit of the ftate,. 

till he fhould think proper to. flip off his. 

irons.—But it has never been reported 

that he has made any ufe of the kind per- 
miffion. 

The Countefs in the mean time arrived: 
fafe, and in good plight, at Carlfbad. The 
firft thing the did, was to call in the phy- 

fician of the wells, in order to hold:a con- 
fultation with him on the ftate of her healthy 
and to fettle the plan. for taking the waters. 
It was not long before the once-renown- 
ed Dr. Springsfeld, who would. not have: 
exchanged. the golden fpring. of Carlf- 
bad for Pifon, the river of Paradife,, ftep= 
pee into the apartment :, © Good Be: 
¢ your fervant,. we are happy. to. fee you,” 

exclaimed mama and both the miffes, in 
voices of intimacy. and friendfhip... ‘ You. 
© have out-gone us,’ continuedthe formers 
“ we sigutinaa wk to be the cafe at my 
3 “Lord: 
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“ Lord Giantdale’s; but why did not you 
© tell-us there, you naughty man, that you 
« were the phyfician of the wells ??—* Ah! 
* doctor!’ interrupted .Mifs Harriet, * I 
‘verily believe you have cut my vein 
€ through and through: my foot givés me 


_ ©fuch pain, that I muft e’en hobble by: 


© the help of a crutch, and am terribly 
© afraid I fhall not be in a condition to 


“dance this feafon.’ The doctor ftart- 


ed in furprize, then -paufed to confider ;. 
but could not recollect ever to have feen 


~ the ladies before. ‘ You mutt doubt-;_ 
© Tels he replied with a fimper, * miftake, 


“me, ladies, for fome other perfon, I 
€ really have not the honour of being pere 
© fonally known to you. My Lord Giant~ 
© dale is not among my acquaintance; and: 
: during: the feafon I never on any ac- 
© count ftir from this place.’ The Coun- 
16 was ata lofsito conceive the mean- 


_ ing of the doétor’s ftrenuous denial of him- 
felt at laft fhe concluded: it muft be-with 


am intention very contrary to the practice © 


af 
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Cd ie his colleagues—to decline his fee for 
the fervices he had rendered them. So 
fhe proceeded with a fmile, ‘ Indeed, 
« doctor, your delicacy is exceffive ; but 

- © it fhall not prevent me from confidering 
© myfelf as your debtor, and acknowledg- 
* ing my obligations for the kind affiftance 
* you have afforded us.’> She then: forced: 
a gold fnuff-box upon him, which: the 

_phyfician, however, would receive only as” 
a fee before-hand; and, left.he fhould dif. 
oblige a good patient, he no- longer con- 
tradi&ted her. Efe moreover eafily folved 
the riddle to his own fatisfaction, by fup- 
pofing the whole family to: be infected with: 
a fpecies of vapours, in which ftrange: and: 
incomprehenfible flights of the imagination: 
are. by no means uncommom— fo he 
prefcribed plenty of mild evacuants. 

Doétor Springsfeld: was none of your 
heavy helplefs phyficians, who poffefs no: 
other talent for conciltating their patients” 
hearts, befides. praifing-their own pills and. 
came tate ) best was well verfed. in. the 

ay fecret: 
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fecret of exhilarating the fpirits, by a num- 
ber of little anecdotes; and could retail 
‘the news of the day with infinite addrefs. 
In going his round of vifits, after he had 
\parted from the Countefs, he recounted in 
-every bed-chamber he entered the fingular 
Anterview with his new patient. The ftory 


_injproved upon repetition: he fometimes 


-humoroufly reprefented the Countefs as 
difordered, fometimes as a perfon gifted | 
with fecond fight. The company were 
eager to become acquainted with fo ex- 


_traordinary a character; and the Counteds 


Cecilia. became the table-talk of the day. 


‘The firft time fhe made her appearance in 
the rooms, with her beautiful daughters, 
all the, world crouded to have a fight of | 
sthem. But how were the ladies aftonifhed, 
| to find the whole party here to whom they 
had been introduced fo lately at the.caftle of 
my Lord Giantdale!. They were firft of all 
_ ¢ftruck by the Bohemian nobleman in the | 
blue ribband, the reverend belly of the 


_ eeanon, and the oper privy counfellor. 


They 
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hiding place. 
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They expreffed their fatisfaction at being 
faved the aukward ‘ceremony of curtfeying 
to ftrangers, for there was not a fingle 
anknown face in the room. The affable 
old lady addrefied herfelf firft to one, and 
then to another; calling each by his proper - 
name and title. She talked much of my 
Lord Giantdale, and frequently referred to 
the converfation they had carried on at his 
hofpitable board; but was confounded at 
the cold behaviour of .a company, which 
but a little while before had behaved to her 
with fo much cordiality. She very na- 
turally fell upon the idea, that it-was a con- 
ccerted feheme, and that my: lord himfelf 
would wind up the joke, by unexpectedly. 
making his appearance. However, fhe 
was determined he fliould not enjoy the — 


‘triumph of a victory over her fagacity: fe 


fhe pleafantly propofed ‘to the crutch-prop- 


ped privy counfellor, to fet his four legs 


in. motion, and ftart the ‘oar his 
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This converfation, in the opinion of the 
whole company, afforded undeniable evi- 
dence of an overftrained imagination. They 
allexpreffled their compaffion for her fitua- 
tion; unamimoufly agreeing that fhe was 
a fenfible woman, without. any thing ex- 
travagant in her ideas, except when her 
fancy took the road over the Giant-moun- 
tains, The Countefs on her part, from 
the nodding and winking of the ring of 


critics that furrounded her, foon faw that 


fhe was eyed with a threwd fafpicion of 
her difeafe having thifted out of her limbs 


into her head. She thought the beft way. 


of removing fo injurious a prejudice was, 
to relate, at length, her adventure upon 
the Silefian borders. She was heard with 
the attention ufually beftowed upon a tale 
that entertains for a moment, but of which 
nota fyllable is believed. Thus fhe expe- 
rienced the fortune of the prophetefs Caffan- 
dra, to whofe admonitions Apollo had ren- 
dered every Trojan ear deaf, as a punifh- 
21 a : ment 
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_ The old lady being thus happily re- 
covered, the young ones having had their 
fill of admiration, their noftrils being now 


fatiated with the incenfe of flattery from 


the fcented beaux, and their limbs tired 
of cotillions’ and minuets, mother and 
daughters returned with one confent to 
Breflaw. They did not fail to take the 
way of the Giant-mountains, as they 
had promifed to their hofpitable en- 


| tertainer in Giantdale, from whom the 
Countefs hoped for a_ fatisfactory fo- 


lution of the riddle that fo puzzled her; 
how fhe became acquainted with the com- 
pany at the waters that had afterwards 
behaved with fuch coldnefs ; and how the 
whimfical. a/idi, that had all the wildnefs 


of adream, wasbrought about. But no- 


body could direct them to my Lord Giant- 


dale’s feat, nor was the name known to a 


foul on either fide the mountains.—So the 
lady was at length unwillingly convinced 
that the ftranger who had refcued and - 
entertained her was no other than Num-" 
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of the earth. For if the forebodings of 
defolation in the book. entitled Chevi/e 
are not come to pafs, and the feer of Sel- 
lerfield has proved as falfe a prophet as 
thofe who encouraged king Ahab to 20 
up to Ramoth-Gilead; if the north of 
Europe has full ftood firm upon its old 
foundations ; and if his Imperial Majefty 
did not fend out a fleet from Vienna to 
take part in the American War—we are 
obliged to the vigilant Gnomes for our 


fecurity, which: is entirely owing to their 


unwearied labours. 


Ka Tre 
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THE NYMPH oF THE FOUNTAIN. 


« 
- 


; Aa diftance of three miles from 


4 
' . 
- 


Blackpool, in Swabia, there was 

once fituated a {trong free-booter’s hold: 
it was occupied by a valiant knight, nam- 
ed Wackerman Owlfinger. Owlfinger 
was the flower of the free-booting erran- 
try, the fcourge of the confederate towns, 
and the terror of all merchants and car- 
riers, who ventured along the high roads 


‘without purchafing his paflport. The mo- 


ment his vizor was down, his cuirafs fixed, 
his fword girt about his loins, and his ool- 
den fpurs tinkled at his heels, his heart 
was fteeled to rapine and blood-fhed. In 
conformity with the prejudices of the age, 
he accounted pillage and plunder among 
the diftinguifhing privileges of the no- 
blefie : fo he fell, from time to time, with- 

| RET Me out 
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out mercy, upon the defencelefs traders and 
country people; and being himfelf mufcu- 
lar and ftout, he acknowledged no law but 
the right of the ftronger. At the alarm, 
‘ Owlfinger is abroad! Wackerman i is at 
‘ hand!’ all Swabia was feized with con- 
; fternation; the peafants | flocked into the 
‘ fortified towns, and the watchmen upon 
4 __ the towers blew their horns aloud, to give 
, ‘warning of the danger, _ 
s But at home, when he had doffed his 
, armour, this dread free- -booter became gen- 
ae tle as a lamb, hofpitable as an Arab, the 
,  Kindeft of mafters, and the fondeft of huf- 
, bands: His wife was a foft, amiable 
,  fady, a perfect pattern of virtue and good 
, conduct. She loved her hufband with the 
; - moft inviolable attachment, and fuperine 
y _ tended her houfehold with unremitting 
if diligence. When Wackerman fallied faiths 
‘ in queft of adventures, it was not her cuf- 
- tom to fit at the lattice, looking out for 
_ admirers, but fhe fet her hand to the wheel, 
and drew out the flax into a thread fo fine, 
K 3 : that 
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_ privately with a fmall fum to bear their 


expences home. 

At the foot of the eminence on which 
the caftle was feated a plentiful fpring 
arofe within a kind of natural srotto, and 
immediately concealed itfelf among the 
tangled thickets. The fountain-head, ac- 
cording to tradition, was inhabited by a 
nymph of the family of the Naiads, though, 


-inftead of that {oft Grecian appellation, fhe 


paffed here under the name of the Nickfy. 


Pee report fpoke true, fhe had fometimes 


been feen, on the év¢e of important occur- 
rences, in the caftle.: Whenever, during her 
hufband’s abfence, the noble lady wanted 
to breathe a little frefh air beyond the 


gloomy ‘walls of the manfion,. or ftole 


out to exercife her charity in fecret, it was 
her cuftom to repair to this fountain. This 


‘fpot was her favourite retreat. At the grot- 


to fhe appointed the poor, whom the porter 
had refufed admittance ; and here fhe not 
only diftributed among them the remnants 
of her table on fet days, but ftoically re~ 

AShiee 4 nounced 





i eee ee 8 en 


- 


— a Pa =e 
1 ins . , 
; ’ 


Be 200 THE NYMPH 
nounced every idea of delicacy, after the 


f | example of the holy Elizabeth, who was 
wont to fteep the unfavoury rags of beggars 


in Saint Elizabeth’s well, and wring them 
out with her own royal hands. 

Once, when Wackerman had fallied forth 
with his little troop, to waylay the mer- 


chants coming from Auefpurg fair, he 


tarried abroad beyond the time he had 
fixed for his return. His affectionate lady, 
alarmed at his unprecedented delay, ap- 
prehénded nothing lefs than that he had 
been flain in the rencounter, or at leaft had 
fallen into the enemy’s hand. Hope and 
fear wreftled i in her bofom for feveral days, 
She would often call out to the dwarf 
that kept watch upon the battlements : 
© Look out, Hanfel, towards the wood, 
‘and fee what makes fuch a ruftling 
‘among the trees— Hark! I hear a 
“ trampling of horfes in the valley !— 
* What raifes yonder cloud of duft ?— 
* Doft thou efpy Wackerman gilloping 
* home ?” Haniel mounfully replied, 
? ; , < There 





i ae! —= Ls _= —_ 








OF THE FOUNTAIN. ~ 2or 
¢ There is nothing ftirring in the wood— 
€ I hear no trampling of horfes in the valley 
« —I fee no clouds of duft rifing—there 
© is no nodding of plumes afar off.’ She 
repeated thefe enquiries inceffantly, till 
the evening ftar began to twinkle, and the 
full moon peeped over the eaftern hills. 
Being no longer able to endure her apart- 
ment, fhe threw her cloak over her 
fhoulders, and {tole out at the private door 
toward the grove of beeches, that fhe 
might purfue her melancholy ideas without 
interruption, befide her - favourite foun- 
tain. Her eye was diffolved in tears, and 
her moans harmonized with the melting | 
murmurs of the rivulet, as it loft itfelf 
among the thick grafs, 

As the approached the grotto, it feemed 
as if an airy phantom hovered juft within 
the entrance; but fhe was too deeply ab- 
forbed in forrow to pay much attention to 
the vifion; and a tranfitory idea, that it 
was fome illufion of the moon-light, paffed 


half unperceived acrofs her imagination. 


But on a nearer approach a» figure in 
es Ks white 
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¢ not come to announce bad tidings: ap- 
. proach without fear; I am only a friend 
© that wifhes to chat with thee.’ The ap- 
pearance and addrefs of the Nickfy were fo 


‘ittle alarming, that the noble lady did not 


hefitate to comply with the invitation. 
As fhe ftepped into the erotto, the inha- 


bitant took her kindly by the hand, kiffed 


her forehead, feated herfelf clofe befide 
her, and fpake: * Welcome to my habita- 
€ tion, beloved mortal, whofe heart is 

‘ pure as the water. of ‘my fountain: 
€ therefore the invifible” powers are all 
€ propitious to thee. As for me, the only 
‘ favour I can confer upon thee is to 


© difclofe the fortunes of thy life. Thy 


* hufband is fafe: ere the morning cock 


* crows thou fhalt fold him in thy arms. 


~€ Do not be apprehenfive of mourning for 


¢ thy hufband, the fpring of thy life thall 
‘ be dried up before his. But thou wilt 
© firft bear a daughter in an event‘ul hour. 
‘ The balance of her fate is equally 


* porfed between happinefs and mifery. 








24 . THE NYMPH 
_ © The flars are not unpropitious, but an 


© unfriendly gleam threatens to rob her of 


© a mother’s foftering care.’ 

The tender-hearted Matilda was deeply 
affected, when fhe heard that her daugh- 
ter was to become an infant orphan. She 
was unable to fupprefs her maternal tears. 
The Naiad, deeply touched by her for- 
row, endeavoured to compofe her mind: 
‘ Be not afflicted beyond meafure; when 
‘ thou art no longer able to tend thy in- 
‘ fant, I will myfelf difcharge the mo- 
« ther’s office, on condition, however, that 
‘ T am chofen for one of her god-mothers, 
‘ that I may have fome intereft in the 
‘ babe. Be careful at the fame time that 
© the child, provided thou wilt entruft her 
‘ to me, bring me back fafe the baptif- 
‘ mal gift which I fhall leave with her.’ 
This was no offer to be rejected: to ra~_ 
tify the treaty, the Naiad took a fmooth 
pebble out of the rivulet, and gave it to 
Matilda ; charging her, at the proper fea- 
fon, to fend one of her damfels to throw 
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it into the fountain-head, when fhe would 
confider it as a2 fummons to attend the 


ceremony. The matron promifed that 


her injunétion fhould be punctually ob- 
ferved, laid all thefe things up in her heart, 
and returned to the caftle. Her Naiad pa- 
tronefs {tepped into the water, and va- 
nifhed. 

Not long afterwards the dwarf blew a 
merry blaft with his horn from the watch- 
tower ; and Wackerman, with his horfe- 
men and a rich booty, entered the court- 
yard. Beforea year had expired, the yirtw- 
ous lady communicated to her lord a difco- 
very, which raifed in his mind the pleafing 


expectation of the arrival of an heir male. 
_ Jt coft Matilda much reflection, before fhe 


could contrive how to manage about the 


 goffip, for many reafons reftrained her from 
‘communicating the adventure at the foun- 


tain to her hufband. About this time it hap- 
pened that Wackerman received a meflage 
of mortal defiance from a knight, whom 


he had affronted at a featt. He loft no 


time 
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voured to abafh her by raillery: ‘Good 
* grandmother Eve, thy daughters have 


€ 


« 


& 


* not degenerated: prying curiofity has 


continued to be the portion of woman 


tothe prefent day; not ore but would 


equally have longed for the forbidden 
fruit.’ “I beg your pardon, my dear 


hufband,’: replied the artful dame : ‘ you 


are too-partial to the ladies ; there is not 
aman exifting who has not received his 
lawful portion of mother Eve’s inheri- 


‘tance; the whole difference confi{ts in 


this, the loving wife neither has, nor is 
permitted to have, a fecret from her huf- 
band. Could I find in my heart to con- 


ceal any thine from you, I would rifque 


a great wager that you would never be 
at reft tll you had drawn the: fecret 


from me.’ ‘And I affure you; upon 


my honour,’ replied he, ‘ that.your fe- 
cret would never give me a moment’s 
aware you may make the 
trial, I.give you my full confent.’ This 


was juft the point to which Matilda de- 


fired 
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fired to bring her hufband: ¢ Well then,’ 
faid fhe, ‘ you know, my dear, that my 
time is faft approaching. Should I pre- 
fent you with a healthy child, you fhall 
allow me to choofe one of the god- 
mothers. I defign this office for a dear 
friend, whom I have locked up in my 
heart, but with whom you are altogether 
unacquainted. I only defire that you will 
never prefs me to tell who fhe is, 
whence fhe comes, nor where fhe lives. 
If you promife this, upon your word of 
honour, and keep fteady to the obliga- 
tion, I will confent to lofe the wager, 
and willingly own that the firmnefs of 
imperial man has a right to triumph 
over the frailty of our fex.’ Wacker- 
man, without fcruple, engaged his honour 
to forbear all enquiry; and Matilda fe- 
cretly rejoiced at the fuccefs of her ftra- 
tagem. 

In a few weeks ae: ‘was delivered of a 
daughter. The father would much ra- 
ther have taken a boy into his arms ; he 

neverthelefs 
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neverthelefs rode about in high fpirits to 
invite his friends and neighbours to the 
chriftening. They all appeared on the ap- 
pointed day: and when the lady in the 
ftraw heard the rolling of carriages, the 
neighing of horfes, and the hum of a 
large company, fhe called to her one of her 
trufty maids, and charged her, ‘ Take this 
‘ pebble ; go and throw it behind you, 
‘ without faying a word, into the foun- 


. € tain in the grotto: be careful to do ex- 


€ actly as I have directed you.’—The maid 
punctually obeyed the injunction; and be- 
fore fhe returned an unknown lady ftepped 
into the apartment where the company 
was afiembled, and made her obeifance 
very gracefully to the knights and dames. 
When the child was brought out, and the 
prieft had gone up to the font, the higheft 
place among the goffips fell to. the 
ftranger, every one refpeétfully making 
way for her. Her beauty, and the grace- 
fulnefs of her demeanour, attracted every _ 
eye; and above all the ———_ of her 

drefs, 
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| prize, at the punctuality fhewn by the 
_ Naiad in the performance of her engage- 


ment. She caft a ftolen glance at her huf- 
band, who replied by a fmile, which none 
of the by-ftanders could deeypher, ard 
afterwards affected to take no notice of 
the ftranger. The prefents now engaged 
all the mother’s attention: a fhower of 
gold was poured upon the nurfling from 
the liberal hands of its goffips. Laft of - 


all, the unknown lady came forward with 
her boon, and much difappointed the ex- 
pectations of her affociates. They looked 


for a prefent of ineftimable value from fo 
fplendid a perfonage, efpecially when they 
faw her produce, and unfold with great 
cate and method, a filk cafe, which, as it 
‘turned out, contained nothing but a mufk- 


~ball, and that not the precious drug, but 


an imitation, turned in box-wood—This 
fhe laid very gravely upon the cradle, 
gave the mother a friendly kifs upon the 


forehead, and then quitted the apart- 
“ment, i chek 


So 
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So paltry a prefent occafioned a loud 
whifper through the room, and a laugh of 
{corn fucceeded. Several fhrewd remarks 
and fly allufions—for the feftivity of a chrif- 
tening has in all ages been remarkable for 
its effect in brightening the wit—entertained 
the guefts. at the expence of the fair ftran- 
ger, But, as the knight and his lady ob- 
- ferved a myfterious filence upon the fub- 
ject, both the curious and the voluble were 
obliged to reft fatisfied with diftant con- 
jectures, No more was feen of the ftran- 
ger, nor could any one tell which way fhe 
had vanifhed. Wackerman was fecretly 
tormented with a longing defire to know 
who the lady with the dripping veil, for fo, 
for want of .a better name, was fhe enti- 
tled, might be. His tongue, however, was 
bound by the dread of giving into a wo- 
man’s weaknefs, and by the inviolable 
fanctity of his knightly word. Neverthe- 
lefs, in the moment of matrimonial con- 
fidence, the queftion, ‘ Tell me now, my 
« dear, pray, who was the goffip with the 

* dripping 
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© dripping veil,’ often was ready to bolt. 
He expeéted one day or other a full grati- 
fication of his curiofity by dint of cun- 
ning or careffes, firmly relying wpon that 


property of the female heart, in confe- 


quence of which it is as little capable of 
retaining fecrets as a fieve of holding water. 
For this time, however, he was miftaken 


“imhis calculation. Matilda kept the bridle 


on her tongue, and laid up the riddle in 
her heart with no lefs care than the mufk- 
ball in her cafket of jewels. 

Ere the infant had outgrown the leading- 
ftrings, the nymph’s prophecy. refpecting 
her affectionate mother was fulfilled: the 
was taken ill, and died fo fuddenly, that 
fhe had not even time. to think of the 
mufk-ball, much lefs could fhe difpofe of 
it for the advantage of little Matilda, ac- 


cording to the directions of her patronefs. © 


Wackerman was unfortunately abfent, he 
had gone to a tournament at Augfpurg, 
and was on his way homeward as this me- 
lancholy event: ee with his heart. 
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draw-bridge fell; he caft an eager look into 
the court-yard, where he beheld the fym- 
bol of a dead body fet out before the door ; 


~ it confifted of ‘a lantern crowned with a 


flag of crape, and without light; moreover 
all the window-fhutters were clofed. At 
the fame inftant he heard the lamentation 
ef the houfehold, for they had juft placed 


_ Matilda’s coffin on the bier. At the head 


fate the two elder daughters, all covered 
with crape and frize. They were filently 
fhedding fhowers of tears over their de- 


_ parted mother. The little darling was 
_ feated at the foot; fhe was as-yet incapa- 


ble of feeling her lofs, and fe fhe was em- 
ployed in ftripping, with childifh uncon- 
eern, the flowers that were ftrewed over 
the dead body. This melancholy fpeétacle 
was too much for Wackerman’s firmnefs t 
he began to fob and lament aloud, fell up- © 
en the ice-cold corpfe, bedewed the wan 
cheeks with his tears, preffed with his qui- 
vering lips againft the pale mouth, and gave 
kimfelf up without referve to the bitternefs 
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with a numerous progeny. The daughters 
of the firft marriage were difregarded, and 
they very foon were put away out of fight 
and out of mind. The two elder fifters 
were placed in a nunnery at Blackpool. 
Little Matilda was banifhed to a remote 
corner of the houfe, and placed under the 
fuperintendance of a nurfe, that fhe might 
no more intrude upon her ftep-mother’s 
notice. As this vain woman was utterly 
averfe to all houfehold affairs, her want of — 
economy rofe to fuch a pitch, that the re- 
venues arifing from club-law were inade- — 
quate ‘to the expences, although the knight 
firetched his privilege to the utmoft. _My 
lady, found herfelf. frequently under the 
neceffity of defpoiling the repofitories of 
her predecefilor. She was obliged to bar- 
ter away the rich ftuffs, or furrender them 
upon pawn to the Jews. Happening one 
day to be in great houfehold diftrefs, fhe 
rummaged every coffer and drawer for va- 
duables ; in her fearch, the ftumbled upon 
@ private compartment in an ald efcru- 

Vor. Il, L, toire, 
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prize. It afforded her amufement for fe- 
veral days; fhe was fo fond of it, that fhe 
would not part with it out of her own 
hands. One fultry fummer’s noon, nurfe 
carried her charge to the grotto for cool- 
nefs ; the child, after a while, afked for her 
afternoon’s cake; but the nurfe had for- 
gotten to bring it, and did not choofe to 
be at the trouble of going back quite to 
the houfe: fo, to keep the little one quiet, 


_ fhe went among the bufhes to pluck an 


handful of blackberries. The child mean- 
while played with the mufk-ball, rolling 
it before her and running after it: once fhe 
rolled it a little too far, and the child’s 


joy, in the ftricteft fenfe, tumbled into the 


water. Immediately a female, frefh as 


the morning, beautiful as an angel, and 
' -{miling hke one of the Graces, appeared 


in view. The child ftarted, for at firft the 
fuppofed it was her ftep-mother, in whofe 
way fhe never came without a beating or 
a feolding. But the Nymph accoftedther | 
in the moft engaging terms: ¢ Be not 
L 2 © afraid, 


> 
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© Now-a-days, fays. the proverb, © we 


* have no children left; tn old times it was 


€ otherwife.’ Neverthelefs, litde e Ma tilda 
was a fenfible, intelligent. child ; the had 


reflection enough to hold her tongue. on’ ex 


the fubject of godmama Nickfy. At ees 
return to the caftle, fhe afked for needle 
and thread, which fhe ufed for the purpofe 
of fewing the mufk- ball ; in the lower tuck 
of her frock. All her thoughts were now 
turned towards the fountain. Whenever 
the weather. permitted, the propofed a 
walk there: her fuperintendant could 
deny nothing to the coaxing little maid ; 


and, as fhe feemed to inherit this predilec- 


tion, the grotto having always been the fa- 
vourite retreat of her mother, fhe gratified 
her wifhes fo much the more chearfully. 
Matilda always contrived fome pretext for 
fending away nurfe ; no fooner was her 
back fairly turned, than dath dropped a 
pebble into the fpring, which inftantly 
procured the fly little jade the company of 
her paliigent —— In a few re- 

i a os 28 “ ~ -volutions 










| fhoulder, and difplayed fom ame oe 
choly fondnefs, that the young lady ¢o r cu | 
not refrain from letting f fall. fome ipo . ii 
thifing tears upon her hand, as fhe preffed — 
it in filence againft her lips.- The Naiad 
appeared {till more affigted at at this oo 
fpondence of feeling : ‘Alas! my child, 
laid fhe, ina mournful voice, ‘thou weep- 
€ eft, and knoweft “not wherefore ; but thy. 
‘ tears are ominous | of “thy fate. A fad 
* revolution awaits. yon fortrefs. upon the 

_ © hill Ere the mower whets his {cythe, 
© or the weft wind whiftles over the ftub- 
€ ble of the wheat field, all thall be defo- 
‘ late and forlorn. When the maidens of 

© the caftle go forth, at the hour of twi- 
* light, to fetch water from my fpring, and 
‘return with empty. pitchers, then re- 
© member that the calamity is at hand. 
* Preferve carefully the mufk-ball, which 
© will fulfil three of thy withes, but do not. 
€ {quander away this privilege heedlefsly. 
‘ Fare thee well; we meet no more at this 
: ee: "She then inftrudted her ward 
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was privy to it; but fhe held her peace,. 


in compliance with the ftrenuous injunc- 
tions of the Naiad. She repaired, deject - 
_ ed, to her chamber, where fhe fate alone, i in 


fearful expectation of the things that were 


to come to pats. 


_-Wackerman Owlfitger had eget 


aes ed by this time into a mere woman’s tool :. 
__he-could never fatisfy his fpendthrift. wife 
Bis with enough of robbery and plunder. When: 
i __ he was. not abroad waylaying: travellers,. 
. the prepared a feaft, invited a number of 

__ bacchanalian: comrades, and kept him in a 

continued fit of intoxication; that he might 
7” not perceive the decay of*his ‘houfehold. 
AM When there was a want of money or pro- 
at _ vifions, Jacob Fugger’s broad-wheeled 


Waggons, or the rich bales of the Vene- 
_ tians,, afforded a never-failing refource.: 
Outraged at thefe continual depredations, 
gad general congrefs of the Swabian alli-. 
_ ance determined upon -Owlfinger’s me 
- tion, fince remonftrances. and admonitio 
were aia no avail,. Before he. would believe: 
| | 1 6; they 
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the allies were as much exafperated againft 


the free-booting nobility, as the French 


mob againft their feudal feigneurs, fince the 


fall of defpotifin. The caftle was ¢com- 
pletely ranfacked, then fet on fire and le- 
velled with the ground, fo that not one 
{tone was left upon another. 

During the alarm of the fiere, Matilda 
had kept fhug in her garret; fhe barrica- 
doed the doors in the beft manner fhe was 
able, and took poft at her little window 
in the roof of the houfe. Having obferved 
the iffue of the affair from this advanta- 
geous ftation, and finding that bolts and 
bars were not likely to afford her any far- 
ther fecurity, the put on her veil, and then 
turned her mufk-ball thrice round, at the 
fame time repeating the words her friend | 
the Naiad had taught her : 


Behind me, night, before me, day, 
~ That none behold my. fecret way. 


Shie now came down ftars in perfet con- 
= and paffed unperceived through 
L6 the 








» 


yl, 


. ah 
% . 
ak vay | 
SA Ses 
a 1S a 
> “ J 
ss) ~ 

ty, : 
a al ? ; 
bd te 














OF THE FOUNTAIN. 229 


- grow dim, and the dawn peep from the 
eaft. Ere the morning dew had fettled in 
em round tears on the grafs, fhe proceed- 
ed on her wandering pilgrimage. She ar- 
rived betimes at a village, where a com- 
 paffionate houfewife took her in, and re- 
cruited her ftrength with a flice of bread 
and a bowl of milk. With this woman 
fhe bartered her cloaths in exchange for 
- meaner apparel, and then joined a com- 
pany of carriers on their way to Aug- 





Rat fpurg. In her forlorn fituation, fhe had 
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no other refource than to feek a place in 
fome family : but, as this was not the feafon 
for hiring fervants, it was a long time. be- 
fore fhe could find employment. | 
_. Count Conrad of Swabeck, a knight 
of the order of knights templars, chan- 

-cellor and champion of the diocefe of 
_ Augfpurg, had a palace in that city, where 
he ufually refided in winter. During his 
abfence Mrs. Gertrude, the heuthespéry 


; ." . _ bore fovereign {way in the manfion. Mrs, 





_ Gertrude, like many othes worthy perfons 
of 
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_ fervices. But fhe had taken care to con- 
_ceal her elegant fhape, by faftening a 


large lump on her left fhoulder, as if fhe 
had been crooked; her beautiful auburn 
hair was covered with a large coarfe cap ; 
and fhe had anointed her face and hands, 
in imitation of the gypfies, with juice of 
walnut hufks. Mother Gertrude, who, on 
hearing the bell ring, poked her head out 


-at the window, was no fooner aware. of 


the fingular fieure at the door, than fhe 
exclaimed, ina fhrill tone, ‘ Go, get about 
© your bufinefs, huffey: there is nothing 
* for great idle girls, like you; here; fuch 
€ fluts fhould be in the houfe of cors 
© rection !’. After this falutation fhe clap= 
ped the window haftily together.. Mifs 
Matilda was not to be fo eafily repulfed, 
She rang till the Megara’s head was a 
fecond time protruded from the cafement, 
for the purpofe of retorting upon this in- 
folence of perfeverance a torrent of abufe. 
But before fhe could unfold her tooth= 
lefs jaws, the young lady had declared her 
bufinefs. 
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trude’s brow, may ferve, among 


ee ee 
facts, to prove how diligent fervants, good 


Management, and fine weather, contribute 


to make kind and confiderate matters and 


miftreffes. eat i oe hae eS: * sbi 
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About the falling « of the firft Si our 
houlekeeper had the whole manfion die 
and fcoured, the cobwebs bruthed, the 
windows wafhed, the floors fanded, the 
fhutters opened, and every thing put in 
readinefs for the reception of her lord, who 
foon afterwards made his appearance, fol- 
lowed by a peacock train of fervants, a 
troop of horfes, and a loud cry of hounds, 


The arrival of the Templar raifed little. 


curiofity in Matilda; her work in the 
kitchen had grown fo upon her hands, 
that fhe had not a moment to gape after 
him. One morning ,as fhe was drawing 
water at the well, he accidentally pafied 
by her, and his appearance kindled. fenfa- 
tions in her bofom, | to which i it had hither- 
to been an entire ftranger. She beheld a 
young man, whofe beauty exceeded the 
faireft of her dreams. The fparkling of 
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| once condefcended to betow Tete 
upon her. | stat, ae ‘evyige . 


ae” 
. Count Conrad feemed ty aif merely 
., Se 3 Faget 


for the purpofe « of "pleafur nafure. . He attended $ % 
g in the. city, He es 


N every banquet and iene 

which, from its commerce wi with the Vene-_ 3 
tians, was become stich, and luxurious. 
One day there was a ‘tilting-match at the 
ring: the next a ‘tournament: the third a 
mayor’s feaft. Nor was s there any fearcity 
of dances at the town-hall, in the market- 
place, and in every ftreet. Here the no- 
blemen toyed and frolicked * with the citi- aust 
zens daughters ; occafionally prefenting 
them with gold rings and filken ftuffs. By 
carnival-time this tumult of diffipation 
had arifen to its higheft pitch, but Mifs 
Matilda had no fhare in the feftivity: the 
fate all day in the fmoky kitchen, and wept 
till her pining eyes became fore, conftantly 
bewailing the caprice of fortune, which 
heaps a profufion of the joys of life 
over her favourites, while from others 
the + ii fnatches every inftant of chear- 
SS Rell tiai Si Sa  e. —— 















re” —_— 


-~- 


 _—_ a ee _ e L ., . e 








OF THE FOUNTAIN. °a37 


- Love efchews no dangers; he fur- 
mounts hills and precipices ; hops over 
the profound abyfs; makes his way acrofs 
the Lybian defert; and upon the back of 
the white Bull croffes the foaming ocean. 
The enamoured Matilda formed project 
after project, till at laft fhe fell upon a 
fcheme to realife the fondeft of her dreams. 
She had ftill her godmother the Naiad’s 
mufk-ball fafe: fhe had never felt any 
defire to open ity and make an effay of its 
power to gratify her wifhes. She now re- 
folved to try the experiment. The citi- 
zens of Augfpure had, about this time, 
prepared a fumptuous banquet, in com* 
pliment to the Emperor Frederic, on the 
birth of his fon, Prince Maximilian. The 
rejoicings were to continue three days. 
Innumerable prelates and nobles were in- 
vited. Each day there was a tournament, 
and a rich prize for the victor: each even- 
ing the moft beautiful damfels danced 
with the knights till break of day. Count 
Conrad did not fail to attend thefe feftivi- 
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her body.. While fhe was putting it on, 
the felt that internal exultation, which girls 
always experience when they adorn | them- | 
felves for the fake of the other fex,. and 


- ~~ S 


fpread out their dangerous methes. ee 


+ ange > 


vanity was fully gratified, as the took a 
furvey of her drefs, and the was perfegtly - | 
eontent with herfelf.. Accordingly fhe did 


Bras > 


not defer a moment longer: the execution 


eed the magic ball I, fayings me ; 


In re ae age es 
pach eye | be drown’d. ce 


‘Sears a deep. lumber fell upon. the 
whole houfhold, not excepting ¢ the vigilant 
houfekeeper and the Janus at the door. Ma- 
tilda glided in a moment out of the houfe, 
pafied unfeen along: the ftreets, and ftepped 

into the ball-room with the air of one of | 
the Graces. ‘The charming new figure 
raifed creat admiration among the compa- 
ny ; and along” the lofty gallery, which en- 
circled the ballroom, there = a gene- 
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our heroes of romance, for whom the 
world becomes too narrow a ftage, the 
moment they are goaded on by malicious 
Cupid. Matilda was as little miftrefs of 
her own heart: fhe conquered, and was 
vanguifhed in her turn. Her firft effay 
in love was crowned with fuccefs equal to 
her fondeft. wifhes. It was not in her 
power to keep the fympathy of .her feel- 
ings concealed beneath the cloak of female 
referve. The enraptured Templar foon per- 
ceived that he was no hopelefs lover ;_ his 
chief anxiety arofe from his entire igno- 
rance of his charming partner; and how 
to profecute his fuit, unlefs he could difz 
cover where fhe lived. But on this fub- 
jet all enquiries were in vain: fhe eluded 
every queftion, and after all his efforts he 
could only obtain a promife that fhe would 
make her appearance at the next night’s 
ball. He thought to outwit her, in ‘cafe 
fhe fhould forfeit her word, by pofting 
all his fervants on the look-out ‘to dog 
her home, for he fuppofed her to be of 
“Vor, II,  M . Augfpurg, 
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Never had any day appeared fo tedious 
to the knight, as that which fucceeded the 
ball_Every hour feemed a week: his 


heart was in perpetual agitation between 


longing impatience and apprehenfion, left 
the infcrutable beauty fhould fail in her 
engagement, for Sufpicion, the train-bearer 
of Love, allowed his thoughts as little re- 
pofe as the wind the flag that was flying 
on the tower. At the approach of even- 


ing he equipped himfelf for the ball, with 


greater magnificence than the preceding 
day ; the three golden rings, the ancient 
badge of nobility, all befet with diamonds, 
fparkled in the front of his cravat. He 


_ was the firft at the rendezvous of pleafure, 
_where, having ftationed himfelf fo as to 


command the entrance, he fcrutinized 
every one who came in with the keennefs 


of an eagle, expecting, with all the eager- 


nefs of impatience, the arrival of his dul-. 
cinea. The evening ftar was already ad- 
vanced high above the horizon, before the - 
young lady could find ume to retire to her 

M 2 chamber, 
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the vortex of dancers; and as he had now 
almoft given up all hopes of feeing her . 
again, he was unable to ftammer out the 
effufions of his gladnefs. In order to 
gain time to recover himfelf, and to hide 
his confufion, he led her out to dance, 
when every couple immediately made way 
for the charming pair. The beautiful 
{tranger hand in hand with the noble knight 
floated along, light as the goddefs of {pring 
upon the pinions of Zephyr. 

At the conclufion of the dance, Count 


Conrad conducted his weary partner into 


the contiguous apartment, under the pre- 
text of offering her fome_ refrefhment, 
Here, in the tone of a well-bred courtier, 
he faid a thoufand flattering things, as he 
had done the day before; but the cold 
language cf politenefs infenfibly kindled 
into the language of the heart, and at laft 
terminated in a declaration of love, as pat- 
fionate and earneft as that of a fuitor who 
lays ferious fiege to his miftrefs. The 
damfel hearkened with bafhful gladnets: 

M 3 her 
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‘and fatisfy your queftion. You mutt 
* know that at the time of my reception 
‘into the order my brother William, the 
| heir of the family, was alive. Since his 
Bs e-deceafeT have obtained a! difpenfation 
from. my vow, as the laft remaining 
‘branch of the houfe, and am at hberty 
to quit the profeffion of knighthood 
‘whenever I pleafe. But never till the 
© moment I faw you has love of woman 
‘ taken poffeffion of my heart: frdm that 
¢ inftant I felt an entire change within my 
‘‘bofom; and I am firmly perfuaded that 
© you, and no other, are allotted me by 
* Heavenas my wedded bride. If, therefore, 
‘ you do not réfufe’ me your hand, nothing 
© from this moment forward but death 
‘ fhall part us.’ ‘ Confider well what you 
* propofe,’: replied Matilda, * left repen- 
‘ tance overtake you. Thofe who marry 
¢ in hafte, have commonly Jeifure to re- 
‘pent. I am an entire ftranger: you 
‘ know ‘nothing of my rank or ftation 5 

© whether Iam your equal in birth and : 
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fied at the galloping rate at which the 
knight’s love proceeded ; and fhe was de- 
termined to prove the conftancy of his af- 
fection. He did not ceafe to prefs her to 
conient, but fhe faid neither No nor Yes. 
The company did not break up before the 
dawn of day. Matilda vanifhed ; and the 
knight, who had not enjoyed one wink of 
fleep, fummoned the vigilant houfe-keeper 
betimes, and gave her orders to prepare a 
fumptuous feait. ; 

As the dread fkeleton figure with the 
fcythe traveries palaces and cottages, mow- 
ing down whatever falls in his way—fo 
Mrs. Gertrude, having her inexorable fit 
armed with the flaughtering knife, paced 
through the poultry-yard and hen-pens, 
difpenfing life and death among the do- . 
meftic fowls. The unfufpecting tenants 
of the court fell by dozens before her 
burnifhed. blade, flapped their wings in 
agony for the laft time, and hens, doves, 
and {tupid capons, yielded up their lives in 
heaps. Mifs Matilda had fo many fowls 
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guefts with the fpirit of mirth. The 


leaven of fpleen foon foured the {weet cake 
of focial joy, and in the banquetting room 
there prevailed a filence as dead as at a fu- 
neral feaft. ‘The muficians, who had been 
fummoned.for-the evening ball, were dif- 
charged; and for this time the banquet 
ended without one tuneful found, in the 


houfe that had always before been the man- 


fion of joy. 


-. The difconcerted guefts ftole away at 


an unufually early hour: the knight longed 
for the folitude of his bed-chamber; le 
was impatient for an opportunity to rumi- 
nate at liberty on the ficklenefs of love. 


While his reflections were engaged by this 
‘melancholy fubjeét, he toffed and tumbled 


to and fro on his bed: with the moft in- 
tenfe exertion of thought, he could. not 


- determine what conclufion to draw from 


the abfence of his mittreis. The blood 


boiled in his veins; and ere he had clefed 


an eye, the fun peeped in through his cur- 
tains. The fervants found ther mafter 
M 6 — in. 
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the flighteft guft of wind is capable of dif 
fipating altogether. Mifs Matilda had 
perfect intelligence of every thing that was 
going forward within doors. It was not 
either from caprice or prudery that fhe 
had declined the knight’s invitation. It 
coft her an hard conflict between head and 
heart, reafon and inclination, before the 
could firmly refolve not to hearken to the 


_call of her beloved. But on the one hand the 


was defirous to prove the conftancy of her | 
fiery fuitor, and fhe hefitated on the other 
to extort its laft wifh from the mufk-ball: 
for fhe confidered that a new drefs was ne- 
ceflary to the bride; and her godmother 
had charged her not to lavifh away her 
wifhes thoughtlefsly. Neverthelefs, on the 
feaft day fhe felt very heavy at heart, re- 
tired to a corner, and wept bitterly. The 
Count’s ilnefs, of which fhe eafily divined 
the fecret caufe, gave her ftill- greater 
concern ; and when fhe heard of his extreme 
danger fhe was utterly inconfolable, 

The | 











. 
‘ 
» 72 
/ | 
- > 
a - 
¥ = ONS ey 
= “ , 4 7 oh 
ie ) ‘We: ai 
_ . 
3 7 
« 
- * 
o — 
~, ~v 
’ « 
> a — r a 
~, —_—- ~~ > a 
. » 
, aay _ — * Me 





OF THE FOUNTAIN. as 
: covered her fpirits, and faid, ‘ Do not de- 
« fpair of our lord’s life, he will not die; 
: ¢ but recover: this night I have dreamed 
: ‘ a good dream.’ Mother Gertrude was 
| a living repofitory of dreams: fhe-hunted 
} out every dream of the fervants, and when- 
ever fhe could feize one, imagined an in- 
|‘ terpretation that depended onrily on herfelf ~ 
-- . to fulfil; for the moft agreeable dreams 
in her fyftem boded nothing but fquabbles 
; and fcolding. ‘ Let me hear thy dream, 
: ¢ that I may interpret it,’ faid fhe. * I 
: ‘ thought,” replied Matilda, that I was at 
| ‘ home with my mother: the good wo- 
| « man took me afide, and taught me how 
1% “to prepare a broth from nine forts of 
| ¢ herbs, which cures all ficknefs if you do 
____ ¢ but take three table-fpoonfuls. Prepare 
| ‘ this broth for thy mafter, and he will 
he « not die, but get better from the hour he 
thal eat of it.’ Mrs. Gertrude, much 
__ ftruck at the relation of this dream, refrain- 
ed for the prefent from all allegorical inter- 

pretations. = - 


— 
ES 
. ._ @ 








~- 





——_ : 








eS | ee ee eee |) ee i ee ie 
“Aaa a . ' 


ae on 


OF THE FOUNTAIN. 257 


~ The patient fo much dreaded the houfe-. 
keeper’s boifterous eloquence, which. ftill 
echoed in his ears, that he conftrained him-. 
felf to fwallow « couple of fpoonfuls. In 
ftirring his mefs to the bottom he felt a 
hard body, which could: have no bufinefs 
there. He fifhed it out with the fpoon, 
and beheld, to his aftonifhment, his own 
diamond ring. His eye immediately 
beamed life and youthful fire; ,the long 
hippocratic face cleared up: to the great — 
fatisfaction of Mother Gertrude, and the 
fervants in waiting, he emptied the whole 
bafon, with vifible figns of a good appetite. 
They all afcribed this happy change to 
the foup, for the knight had taken care to. 
keep his‘ ring concealed from the by-. 
ftanders. He now turned to Mrs. Ger- 
trude, and enquired, * Who prepared this. 
‘ good foup for me, that reftores my 
‘ ftreneth, and calls me back to life?’, 
The motherly dame wifhed the reviving 
patient to keep himfelf ftill, and by no, 
means to exert himfelf in fpeaking, fhe 

therefore 














OF THE FOUNTAIN. | 259 


Count, ‘ and let me hear no longer de- 
* murs.” Mrs. Gertrude obeyed in filence: 
fhe fummoned Matilda quickly from the 
kitchen, and threw over her fhoulders her 
own veil, which fhe wore at mafs, and 
ufhered her, thus caparifoned, into the 
fick chamber. The knight gave orders 
that every one fhould retire, and fhut the 
door clofe. He then addreffed the gypfey; 
© You mutft acknowledge freely, my girl, 
* how you came by the ring. F found in 
‘the bafon in’ which my breakfaft was 
© ferved up.” “Noble knight,’ replied the 
damfel modeftly, ‘1 received the ring out 
‘ of your own hands : you prefented it to 
* me the fecond evening we danced toge- 
* ther at the public rejoicings, it was when 
‘ you vowed eternal love and conftancy 
‘ to me.— Look now, and fay whether my 
© figure or ftation deferves that on my ac- 
© count you fhould fink into an early crave, 
* In compaffion for the condition to which 
* you were reduced, I could no longer 
be fuffer you to remain in fuch a miftake.’ 
. © Count 
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¢ your fcaly fkin, like the fnake ; and like 
* the cameleon change your colour; and 
‘the words which I uttered when I de- 
‘ livered this ring to you fhall be facred 
* and inviolable. But if you cannot per- 
‘ form thefe requifitions, I fhall caufe you 


- € to be corrected for a vile impoftor and 


‘ a thief, unlefs you fatisfy me how you 
© gained ‘poffeffion of this ring.’—* Alas !’ 
faid Matilda fighing, ‘ if it be only the 
‘ glare of beauty that has dazzled your 
© eyes, woe be to me when time or chance 
¢ fhall rob’me of thefe tranfient charms; 
‘ when age fhall have fpoiled this flen- 
‘< der fhape, and bowed me down to the 
< ground; when the rofes and lilies fhall 


© fade, and this fleek fkin become fhri- 


< velled! | When the borrowed form un- 
« der which I now appear, fhall, as fome _ 
‘ time it will, belong to me, what will 
< become of your vows and promifes ?’ 
Sir Conrad was ftaggered at this {peech, 
which feemed much too confiderate for — 
a kitchen wench. ‘ Know,’ he: replied, 

‘ that 
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made conquefts: half a century ago. As 
fhe reckoned them up, article by article, 
a gleam of recollection of paft days 
darted. upon her mind. Matilda took 
little notice of her catalogue: fhe only 
afked for a bit of foap and an handful of 
bran, took up a wafh-hand_ bafon, entered 
her attic, and fhut the door, while the new~ 
appointed duenna watched.on the outfide 
with all the punctuality that had been 
recommended to her.—The Templar, big 
with expectation, quitted his bed, put on 
his moft elegant fuit, and betook himfelf 
to his drawing-room, there to abide the 


final iffue of his love adventure. His impa- 


tience made the time feem long, and under 
his uncertainty he paced quickly. up and 
down the room.—Long looked for comes 
at laft. Juft as the finger of the Italian 
clock on the Augfpurg town-hall pointed 
to eighteen o’clock, the hour of mid-day, 


the folding doors flew open of a fudden; 


the train of a filk negligee ruftled along 
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€ any fecret for you. I am the daughter 
© of Wackerman Owlfinger, that {tout 
« and honourable knight, whofe misfor- 
* tunes, doubtlefs, are well known to you. 
© I efcaped with difficulty from the down- 
* fall of my father’s houfe ; and under your 
€ roof, though in mean eftate, have I found 
€ fafety and protection.’ She proceeded 
to relate the whole of her ftory, without 


even fuppreffing the myftery of the mufk- 
_ ball.. Count Conrad, utterly forgetting 
that he had juft been fick to-déath; in- 
 vited, for the following day, all the euetts 


_ who had been driven away by his dejection, 


_ before whom he folemnly efpoufed his 
bride; and when the fewer had ferved up 
_ dinner, and counted round, he found that 
~ there was no cover too much. The 
_ knight now relinquifhed the®order, and 
celebrated his nuptials with great magni- 
_ ficence. But amid all thefe ; important fa- 
4 mily tranfaCtions, that bufy Martha, Mo- 


_ ther Gertrude, was totally inactive. The 


N: ee fhe kept watch at Matilda’ s chamber- 
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had nothing further to afk for upon earth, 
except the continuance of. their mutual 


felicity. The mufk-ball, therefore, loft all: 


its value in the eyes of its fair poffeffor, 
nor had fhe any motive for preferving it, 
except a Brntetul remembrance of her be~ | 
OSS. SS ae eeaners >) 
Count Conrad’s mother was {till living. ; 
She paffed her widowhood i in retirement, 
at the family . feat at Swabeck. Her du- 
tiful daughter-in- law had for fome time 
longed, See of pure filial affection, to beg 
her bleffing, and t hank. he ck Ene, e noble 
always ale jee, pretext for declining 
the vifit: he now -propofed, inftead, a 
fummer excurfion to an eftate that had 
lately fallen to him, and bordered upon 
the grounds belonging to \Wackerman’s 
demolifhed fortrefs. Matilda confented 
with great eagernefs. She rejoiced at the 
idea of revifiting the fpot where fhe had 
{pent her early youth. She explored. the 
ruins ot, her father’ Ss refidence 5 dropped a 


Sy ei. N cake 
| e 2 INE Dee ~Guse@Us 
— é — a te — vine - 
a ~s a) , ys ; At Ce z 
er . . - ‘=, 7 . ; , i ' 
5 > ro our r > ° 
— asl =~ = « 
Jey. - Se SIS nt SE a. 
ee cs ty oh Pe a 
P 3 ad ae a. 
TY Bel be SO > 
~ “¢ * -_- p 7 ° v 
Sa Mae ae ee, 
. ~ 4 
— >>. 4 2 Py 
~ > a: —_ sere, oe <* 
Se Ed Ree ar — ee ~ 
<« my ‘~~ * — _-— =~, e 
=< > ~~. ame Pe . 
—— ee —- wt, > 
4 Neate aa 
wn yor — 
—" . 9 . ._ » 
rey. Pe, 
~~) =~ ve 
ie . 
. _ es 
> 
» 
\ ——— . ‘ 
a 7 = > 
. — ° 
‘ -. ‘. 











OF THE FOUNTAIN. 269 


watchful mother, on awaking fhe found the 
child vanifhed out of herarms. She called 
out in a voice of furprize and ‘terror, 
‘ Nurfe! where have you laid my babe ? 
« Noble lady,’ replied nurfe, the dear infant ° 


_* hes in your arms.” The bed and bed- 


chamber were ftrictly fearched, but no- 
thing could be found, except a few fpots 
of blood upon the floor. The nurfe, on per 
ceiving this, uttered a loud fcream, ‘ God, 
‘and all his holy faints, have mercy on 
© us !—the Great Griffin has been here, 
¢ and carried off the child.’ The lady in 
the ftraw pined for the lofs of her child 


‘till fhe became pale and emaciated, and the 


father was inconfolable. ‘Though the be- 
lief in the Great Griffin did not weigh a — 
fingle grain of muftard in his mind, yet, 
as he could not explain the accident in 
any plaufible | manner, he allowed the 
nurfe’s prattle free range, and applied him- 
felf to comfort his afflicted wife; and fhe, 
out of deference to him, who hated all 
{ac idnefs forced a chearful countenance. 
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babe had vanifhed out of her arms. In 
her firft alarm fhe called © as before; 
¢ Nurfe! where have you laid my i infant ? 
and nurfe replied, ‘ Noble lady, the babe 3 
‘ jies in your arms.’ Matilda examined - 
the golden chain that was wrapped round 
her arm; fhe found that one of the links 
had’been cut through by a pair of fharp 
fciffars, and fwooned away at the difco- 
very. The nurfe raifed an alarm in the 
houfe ; and Count Conrad, upon hear- 
ing what had befallen his lady, drew his 
knightly fword i in a “tranfport of rage and 
indignation, firmly: refolved to infliG: con 
dign punifhment on the nurfe. | 

¢ Wretched woman ! i hee exclaimed i in 
a voice of thunder, ‘did I not give thee 
€ ftrict charge to watch all night, and ne- 
¢ ver once to turn afide thine eye from the 
¢ infant, that when the monfter came to 
¢ rob the fleeping mother, thou mighteft 
¢ raife the houfe by thy outcries, and fcare 
‘ the Great Griffin away? But thow fhalt 


‘ now co an Semeie. fleep?” The - 
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€ doats without referve upon you, info- 
€ much that fhe does not fpare even the 
© fruit of her own body to ‘procure the 
€ means of preferving your affection, and 
* her own beauty unperifhable. At the 
« dead of night, when every thing was 
‘huthed in repofe, fhe feigned her- 
‘ felf afleep, and J, without well know- ° 
‘ ing why, did the fame. Not long after- 
* wards fhe called me by my name, but 
©‘ T took no notice, and fet to breathe hard. 
‘ and fnore. - Suppofing: me to be faft 
« afleep, fhe raifed herfelf upright in her 
‘ bed, took the infant, and preffing it to 
‘ her bofom, kiffed it fondly, and lifped 
‘ thefe. words, which I diftinétly over- 
© heard, Child of. bone, be transformed 


© into a charm to fecure me thy father’s 
* love. Now, thou little innocent, go to 


‘ thy brother, and then I will prepare, 


* from nine fortsof herbs, and-thy bones, 


a potent draught, which will perpetuate 
my beauty and thy father’s fondness. 
—Having faid this, fhe drew .a diamond. 
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1, ¢ in my naked hands thrice up and down 
: © the court-yard.’ 

Be: Sir Conrad ftood as’ ftill as though he 
had been petrified ; and it was a long time 
| before he could utter a word. When he _ 
! had a little collected himfelf, he faid: 
1 ¢. What occafion is there for the fiery trial ? 
1 * the ftamp of truth is imprefled on your 
|. € words: I feel and fully believe that.all is 
| ‘ as you fay. Keep the horrid fecret clofe 
| * pent up in your heart, ‘Intruft it to no 
| ¢ mortal, not even to the prieft when you 
: © confefs. I will purchafe. a difpenfation 
/ ‘ from the bifhop of Augfpurg, fo that 
1 ¢ this fin fhall not be imputed to you in 
' — © this world, , nor ‘that which is to come. 
© J will go in to the hyena with a feioned 


* countenance ; and while I embrace her, 
and fpeak comfort to her, be fure to 
« draw the box with the dead bones, and 
© deliver it fecretly, to me.” 
He ftepped into his wife's chamber 
with the air of a man firm though deeply 
ee. ‘His Tad, receiged him with the = 
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; ‘ tefs, according to the country’s cuftom, 
| * leaves her chamber at the expiration of 
‘ nine days, for the purpofe of bathing, 
* bolt the door on the outfide, and let the 
‘ fires be raifed as high as poffible, that 
‘ fhe may fink under the vehemence of 
* the heat, and come no more out alive.’ 
The fenefchal, who, in common with the 
whole houfehold, adored his kind and ten- 
der lady, heard thefe orders with the ut- 
moft forrow and concern. But neverthe- 
lefs he was afraid to open his lips inoppo- —__ 
fition to the knight, on account of the 
pofitive manner in which he fpake. On 
the ninth day Matilda gave orders for 
heating the bath. Her hufband, fhe 
thought, would not abide long i in Augf- 
purg; and fhe wifhed, before his return, 
to eradicate every veftige of her late mif- 
fortunes. . On entering the bathing-room 7 
fhe obferved the air to quiver for mere 
heat, and fhe made an effort to retreat, 
but a vigorous arm forced her irrefiftibly 
forwards, aad he. p intandy heard fome 
3 | Ss without 
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and tumbled on the couch, the mufk-ball, 
which fhe had conftantly carried about her, 
fell upon the ground. She fhatched it ea- 
gerly up, and cried aloud, ‘O godmother 
¢ Naiad, if it be in thy power, deliver me 
€ from a difhonourable death, and vindicate 
¢ «my innocence!’ She {créwed off thé top, 
and the fame inftant a thick mift arofe 


out of ‘the mufk-ball, and diffufing itfelf 


through the whole aparment, refrefhed the 
Countefs, fo that fhe no longer felt any 
oppreffion. The watery vapours from the - 
erotto in the rock had either abforbed the 
heat, or the kind godmother, in virtue of 
the antipathy of Naiads to the fiery ele- 
ment, had vanquifhed her natural enemy. 
The cloud colleéted itfelf into a vifible 
form; and Matilda, whofe apprehenfions for 


her life had now vanifhed, beheld, to her 


unfpeakable joy, the Nymph of the Foun- 
tain clafping the new-born infant to her 
bofom, and holding the elder 8 with 
23 rien hand, 


| ae se é Hail, 
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and plots to deftroy thee, although the vi- 
gilance of thy hufband had hitherto fruf- 
trated her malicious defigns. She, howe- 
ver, at laft fucceeded to elude his vigilance 
by means of a fawning hypocritical nurfe. 
She induced this woman, by the moft li- 
beral promifes, to take thy firft-born 
child out of thy arms, while afleep, and 
caft it, like awhelp, into the water. Fortu- 
nately fhe chofe my fpring-head for her 
wicked purpofe; and I received the boy in 
my arms, and have ever fince nurfed him | 
as his-mother. In the fame manner did 
fhe undefigningly commit to my charge 
the fecond fon ef my dear Matilda. It 
was this vile deceitful nurfe who became 
thy accufer. She perfuaded the Count 
that thou art a forcerefs, that a magic 


flame had iffued from the mufk-ball— 
thou fhouldtt have kept thy fecret bet- 


ter—in which thow hadit confumed thy 
children, in order to prepare a love po- 
tion from their remains. She delivered 
into his hands a box full of the bones 

© of 




















* OF THE, FOUNTAIN. ~ 283 


_ wards Count ‘Conrad rode up full fpeed, 


A 


and eagerly-enquired how it fared with his . 
lady. The fervants informed him” that 
they had heated» the room right hot, but 
that the fire went fuddenly out, and they 
fuppofed the Countefs was yet alive. This 
intelligence rejoiced His heart. He dif- 
mounted, knoeked'at the dooty, and called 
out through the kéy-hole; © Art thou 
‘alive, “Matilda? And the Countefs, 
hearing her hufband’s. voice, _ replied, 
© Yes, my dear lord, Iam ‘alive, and my 
© children are alfo alive: Overjoyed at 
this anfwer, the irfipatient Count bade his 
fervants break open the door, the key not 
being at hand ; he rufhed intothe bathing- 
room, fell down at the feet of his injured 
lady, bedewed her unpolluted hands with 
tears of repentance, led her and the charm- 
ing pledges of her innocence and‘love out 
of the dreary place ‘of execution to her 
own apartment, and heard from her own 
mouth the true account of thefe tranfac- 
tions. aii at = foul calumny, and 
se | fhameful 
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